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Sermon Summary

This sermon explores Acts 16:6—40 and Paul’s second missionary journey, emphasizing how
God leads in unexpected and often confusing ways. Paul and his companions were repeatedly
prevented by the Holy Spirit from preaching in certain regions, despite their mission to spread
the gospel. Instead, God redirected them across Asia Minor to Troas, where Paul received a
vision calling him to Macedonia. This demonstrates that God’s guidance is not always logical (in
human terms) or predictable, but it is purposeful.

As Paul followed God’s leading into Macedonia, his expectations were again challenged. Rather
than encountering the man from his vision, Paul met a group of women, including Lydia, whose
heart God opened to the gospel. This moment highlights how God’s plans often differ from
human assumptions and require openness and flexibility. The gospel began to take root in
Europe not through dramatic fulfillment of expectation, but through faithful obedience in
ordinary moments.

Finally, the imprisonment of Paul and Silas revealed a deeper purpose behind suffering and
deliverance. Though miraculously freed by an earthquake, they chose not to escape, leading
instead to the salvation of the jailer and his household. This shows that God’s work in our lives
extends beyond personal freedom—He intends to use our experiences to impact others. The
sermon ultimately teaches that God’s ways cannot be boxed in, and following Him requires trust,
flexibility, and a willingness to be used for something greater than ourselves.

Key Takeaways
1. God’s Guidance Isn’t Always Clear or as Expected
God often leads by closing doors rather than opening them. Paul’s journey shows that divine
direction may feel like restriction or delay. Trusting God means continuing forward even when
His plan doesn’t make immediate sense.

2. Closed Doors Are Part of God’s Plan

The Spirit prevented Paul from preaching in multiple places, not as rejection, but as redirection.
God was positioning him for a larger mission in Macedonia. What feels like a setback may
actually be strategic preparation.

3. God Works Beyond Human Expectations

Paul expected a man from Macedonia but was led to Lydia and a group of women. This reveals
that God’s plans often transcend our assumptions and biases. Faithfulness requires openness to
unexpected people and opportunities.

4. Faithfulness in Suffering Has Purpose

Paul and Silas worshiped in prison despite pain and injustice. Their response demonstrates that
suffering can be a platform for God’s power. God uses difficult moments to reveal His glory and
reach others.

5. Your Freedom Is Meant for Others

The prison doors opened, but Paul stayed to save the jailer. God’s work in your life is never just
about you—it is meant to impact others. True freedom in Christ leads to outward mission and
compassion.




5-Day Devotional
Day 1: Trusting God When Doors Close

Scripture: Acts 16:6—7

When God closes doors, it can feel confusing or even discouraging. Paul’s journey reminds us
that closed doors are not signs of failure, but guidance. God sees what we cannot, and His
redirection often leads to something greater than we imagined. Faith means continuing forward
even when the path is unclear.

Reflection Question:

Where might God be redirecting you through a closed door right now?

Day 2: Following God Beyond Your Expectations

Scripture: Acts 16:9-15

Paul expected a man but found Lydia. God’s plans often look different than what we anticipate,
yet they are always better aligned with His purposes. When we hold too tightly to our
expectations, we risk missing what God is actually doing. Stay open and attentive to His
movement.

Reflection Question:

Are your expectations limiting your ability to see what God is doing?

Day 3: Worship in the Midnight Hour

Scripture: Acts 16:25

Paul and Silas chose worship in the middle of suffering. Their praise was not dependent on
circumstances but rooted in trust. Worship in difficult seasons invites God’s presence and power
into our situation. Breakthrough usually begins with praise.
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Reflection Question:

How can you choose praise God even in a difficult season?

Day 4: God Uses Your Trials for His Purpose

Scripture: Acts 16:26-34

The earthquake wasn’t just about freeing Paul—it was about saving the jailer. God often works
through our hardest moments to reach others. What feels like hardship may actually be part of a
greater story of redemption. Your situation may be someone else’s doorway to faith.

Reflection Question:

Who might God be trying to reach through your current difficult situation?

Day 5: Living Beyond Yourself

Scripture: Acts 16:31-34

Paul and Silas didn’t run when they were freed—they stayed to help someone else find salvation.
This is the heart of the gospel: what God does in us is meant to flow through us. Our lives
become testimonies that point others to Christ. True faith always moves outward.

Reflection Question:

How can you use your story to point someone else toward Jesus?
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