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Sermon Summary

This sermon explores the theme of hope during Advent through the lens of Psalm 27, a psalm
written by David while he was surrounded by enemies and facing dire circumstances. The
sermon unpacks the chiastic (concentric) structure of the psalm, showing how every theme and
prayer in the passage points to the central act of seeking the Lord’s face. David’s response to
overwhelming threats was not to focus on his enemies, but to reframe his situation as an
opportunity to draw near to God, worship, and seek His presence. The sermon encourages us to
do the same: when surrounded by enemies—whether they be illness, sorrow, sin, or fear—we are
to surround those enemies with our hope in the Lord, seeking His face above all else. True hope
and strength are found not in our own defenses, but in worship, prayer, and the presence of God.

Key Takeaways

1. Hope is Not the Absence of Enemies, but the Presence of God

David’s hope did not come from a lack of threats or an easy life, but from the nearness of God in
the midst of trouble. The psalm’s structure shows that the heart of hope is not in escaping
hardship, but in seeking God’s face right in the middle of it. Our circumstances may not change,
but our perspective and strength do when we prioritize God’s presence over our problems.

2. Reframing Trials as Invitations to Seek God

David’s dire circumstances became a voice in his heart urging him to seek the Lord. Instead of
letting fear or despair dictate his response, he saw his trials as opportunities to draw closer to
God. When we face overwhelming situations, we can choose to let them drive us deeper into
God’s presence, turning adversity into an invitation for intimacy with Him.

3. Worship and Prayer as Spiritual Warfare

David’s way of waging war against his enemies was not through physical might, but through
worship and prayer. He surrounded his enemies with his hope in the Lord, creating a buffer of
confident trust between himself and his troubles. When we are besieged by life’s battles, our
greatest defense is to worship, pray, and seek God’s face, allowing His presence to be our
stronghold.

4. Waiting on the Lord is an Act of Strength

The psalm ends with a call to “wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”
Waiting is not passive resignation, but an active, hope-filled trust that God will reveal His
goodness in due time. In the waiting, God strengthens us, shapes our character, and fills us with a
hope that outlasts our circumstances.

5. Seeking God’s Face Transforms Our Focus and Our Future

When we focus on our enemies or problems, they grow larger in our minds and sap our strength.
But when we seek the Lord’s face, our perspective shifts—God becomes bigger than our fears,
and hope takes root. This act of seeking is not a one-time event, but a continual turning of our
hearts toward God, which transforms both how we endure the present and how we anticipate the
future.



5 Day Devotional Based on the Sermon

Day 1: Hope rooted in God's nearness, not safety.

David’s hope was not a promise of comfortable circumstances. Even when enemies surrounded
him and danger pressed in, his confidence came from nearness to God. The center of his life was
not the absence of trouble but the presence of the Lord’s face; that presence changed how he
stood in the middle of fear.

When you feel besieged by circumstances—illness, loss, fear—notice where your attention goes.
Intentionally move your focus from the size of the threat to the reality of God’s presence: name
one way you will remind yourself today that God is near (a verse to speak, a quiet place to kindle
worship, a person to call). Let that nearness be the ground of your hope.

Micah 7:7-8 (ESV)

"But as for me, [ will look to the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will
hear me. Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in darkness, the
LORD will be a light to me."

Reflection: Identify the most immediate "enemy" you are facing right now. What is one concrete
pause or practice you will use today to turn your attention to God’s nearness for at least five
uninterrupted minutes?

Day 2: Let trials become doorways to God's presence.

Trouble can be a teacher rather than only a threat. The hard places in life often expose
dependence and point people back to God’s word and presence. David reframed his trouble as an
invitation—to draw near, to ask, to learn—and that reframing changed the meaning of the trial.

You can choose how a trial speaks to you today. When anxiety or sorrow comes, try asking,
"Lord, what are you doing in this?" and then stay long enough for any small answer—comfort,
conviction, patience—to form. Treat the struggle as a call to seek the Lord’s face rather than an
emergency that must be fixed immediately.

Psalm 119:67-71 (ESV)

"Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word. It is good for me that I was
afflicted, that I might learn your statutes. The law of your mouth is better to me than thousands
of gold and silver pieces."

Reflection: Think of one ongoing difficulty you are facing. What is one question you can bring to
God about it today, and when will you sit quietly long enough to listen for whatever His answer
might be?

Day 3: Praise as offensive strategy against life’s enemies.

Worship and prayer are not merely defensive graces; they do real spiritual work in the midst of
battle. Instead of matching force for force, David surrounded his enemies with songs and
petitions—creating a buffer of hope. Worship shifts the dynamics of struggle by reminding the
soul who God is and what God can do.

Practice making praise a first response. When fear, guilt, or grief threatens, interrupt the spiral
with a short act of worship: sing a verse, say a thanksgiving, or lift a single, honest prayer. This
is not denial but a redirection of spiritual energy—placing trust and praise between you and what
would overwhelm you.



5 Day Devotional Based on the Sermon

2 Chronicles 20:21-22 (ESV)

"And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the
LORD and praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and say, 'Give thanks
to the LORD, for his steadfast love endures forever.' And when they began to sing and praise, the
LORD set an ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against
Judah, so that they were routed."

Reflection: Choose one specific praise action you can do the next time anxiety or fear rises (a
song to sing, a psalm to read aloud, three things to thank God for). Commit to doing that action
the next time you notice the threat.

Day 4: Waiting is active strength, not passive defeat.

Waiting for the Lord is described as a posture of strength in Scripture, not mere passivity. It
includes trust, endurance, and attentive longing—an active stance that resists despair. In the
waiting, God often works to shape character, build patience, and reveal his timing and goodness.

Practice an active waiting this week by setting brief, regular times to "wait" on God—sit silently,
read a verse slowly, or breathe a simple prayer—and refuse the urge to immediately fix, explain,
or escape. Notice how each short session trains the heart to take courage and keep hope alive.

Lamentations 3:25-26 (ESV)
"The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. It is good that one
should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD."

Reflection: Schedule two five-minute waiting times in your next 48 hours (morning and evening).
During those minutes, sit quietly, breathe, and ask God for one small word; write down whatever
comes, even if it is only "Be still."

Day 5: Turning toward God reshapes fear and future.

Where attention goes, strength follows. Fixating on problems enlarges them; turning toward God
makes the future look different. Seeking God's face is not a one-time fix but a repeated, faithful
habit that changes perception and prepares the heart for what lies ahead.

Decide today on one simple habit to turn your gaze toward God when worry or planning for the
future begins—perhaps a five-breath prayer, a single sung line, or reading a short promise.
Practice it deliberately so that over time your first move becomes seeking the Lord’s presence
instead of dwelling on what you fear.

1 Chronicles 16:10-11 (ESV)
"Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. Seek the LORD and
his strength; seek his presence continually!"

Reflection: What is one replaceable habit (scrolling, rehearsing worst-case scenarios,
compulsive planning) you will swap today for a ten-second act of seeking God's face? Describe
the act and commit to doing it the next time the habit arises.
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