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A Word from Pastor Mark

Dear Friends,

LUKE 7:13

“When the Lord saw
her, his heart went
out to her and he
said, ‘Don’t cry.”

Jesus could have said a hundred things to a widow who now was facing up to the
death of her son. In her grief, maybe even a hundred things would have been helpful.
Jesus chose to say only one thing to her: “Don’t cry”. We might look at that and think
that Jesus was not a very good counselor, not even a good evangelist, I mean, couldn’t he
have at least told this poor woman to put her trust in him because he was the “resurrection and the life” or quote the
23rd Psalm to her, or…something more? He was, after all, the Lord of life with no limits to his power, standing right in
front of her; couldn’t he have come up with something more triumphant, more helpful?
But no, Jesus was being completely, extraordinarily…normal. He said something that we might say with all our
limitations, and all our normal emotions, just…”Don’t cry”. That’s all he said to her. And such a small sentiment, such
a trite phrase might seem to us like it’s not enough.
We have just completed a time of confession and repentance for not making a priority of making disciples. If
we are to now fulfill the church’s mission of “Honoring God by making more disciples for Jesus Christ”, then now
what? Do we have to pick up a megaphone and stand on a street corner shouting to people that God loves them or
that they should repent and turn to Jesus? Do we have to pass out tracts or convince people of the Four Spiritual
Laws? Do we have to impose our beliefs on others? What is it that we should be doing? How do we make disciples?
That’s exactly what we’ll be looking at on Sunday mornings throughout July. I would suggest that we be…
normal. How about that? How about doing what we naturally do, but just be more intentional about it. If we looked
for opportunities to share a kind word, to lift someone up, to show a bit of love and care then we can be making disciples. We might hear ourselves shouting back, “That’s not enough!” “That’s too small!” “God wants us to do big
things!” But Jesus usually told small things to individuals that he encountered, things like: “I’m coming to your house
today” or “Your sins are forgiven” or “Your faith has made you well” or “Don’t cry”. Of course God wasn’t done with
this poor widow, Jesus continued on, touched her son’s coffin, and told the dead man to get up. And that’s just the
point. God will do something supernatural if we will say the natural, the normal. God will do the big stuff. We need
to be faithful in doing the small. The story ends with the crowd saying “God has come to help his people”. What a
beautiful ending, what a great example of evangelism – so many hearts were turned toward Jesus! And it all started
with two simple words, words that any of us could say…normally.
With you in the small things and trusting God for the big things,

Pastor Mark

Bryan Quinn
Director of Outreach & Youth
Phone: 916-225-5610
Email: directorofyouth.cpc@gmail.com

For those of you that missed or may like to see again the responsive prayers from our Confession and Repentance Sunday,
here they are:
Prayer of Confession
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Gracious Father, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life,
creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of tenderness, and strengthen us to face our mortality, that we may reach with confidence for
your mercy; in Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Have mercy on us, O God.
We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us and to make disciples of
Jesus Christ by sharing your Gospel. We have not been true to the mind of Christ.
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.
We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness: The pride, hypocrisy,
selfishness, and impatience in our lives,
we confess to you, O God.
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people,
we confess to you, O God.
Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of those more fortunate than
ourselves.
we confess to you, O God.
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life
and work,
we confess to you, O God.
Our negligence in daily prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith
that is in us to a world desperate to hear it.
we confess to you, O God.
Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done. For our neglect of hu
man need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
accept our repentance, O God.
For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,
accept our repentance, O God.
For our waste and pollution of your creation and our lack of concern for those who
come after us,
accept our repentance, O God.
Amen.

Responsive prayers continued:

Psalm 51:1-17
Leader:
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; in your great
compassion blot out my offenses.
People:
Wash me through and through from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin.
Leader:
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
People:
Against you alone have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
Leader:
And so you are justified when you speak and upright in your judgment.
People:
Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, a sinner from my mother's womb.
Leader:
For behold, you look for truth deep within me, and will make me understand wisdom
secretly.
People:
Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.
Leader:
Make me hear of joy and gladness that the body you have broken may rejoice.
People:
Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities.
Leader:
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
People:
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Leader:
Give the joy of your saving help again and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
People:
I shall teach your ways to the wicked, and sinners shall return to you.
Leader:
Deliver me from death, O God, and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O
God of my salvation.
People:
Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Leader:
Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, but you take not delight in burnt
offerings.
People:
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will
not despise.
LITANY OF PENANCE
Leader:
Let us pray.
People:
Holy and merciful Father, We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole
communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
Leader:
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Leader:

Restore us, O Lord, and let your anger depart from us.

People:

Favorably hear us, O Father, for your mercy is great.

Children’s and Family Ministries

“BEING CONFIDENT OF THIS, THAT HE WHO BEGAN A GOOD WORK IN YOU WILL CARRY IT UNTO COMPLETION UNTIL THE DAY OF CHRIST
JESUS” PHILLIPIANS 1:6

Greetings!
Summer is in full swing and, if you’ve attended any of our family events, quite a few hotdogs have probably been eaten. It may
feel otherwise depending on how many you’ve consumed, but summertime is certainly not just about hotdogs! Whether at a
Summer Blast or Family Friday or a Saturday morning garage sale, or a backyard BBQ, or standing in line at the grocery store, or
hanging out at a grandson’s baseball game…I hope and pray that we are taking steps, however small, into our role as ambassadors
for Christ. By consistently making intentional efforts to connect with our neighbors, we show our community that we are for them
and we continue to move in the direction of establishing ourselves as a church who has a heart for Vacaville. Following Christ’s
example isn’t always easy nor something intended to keep us in our comfort zone and no one ever said it would be. Following
Christ often requires stepping in faith in a direction that makes us uncomfortable and this requires a lot of confidence. Thankfully,
we don’t have to rely on our own abilities or lack thereof, but only on the abilities of God, which are infinite, and so we should be
full of confidence and a willingness to let Him work through us! Are we feeling confident today? Are we living like we believe what
God says is true? People are always watching, including the children in our lives, and whether we like it or not, our actions will
speak louder than our words regarding the God we proclaim to love and serve.
We especially want the kids in our lives to see that our words are backed up by our actions. And what are we telling our kids?
That we should live as though we believe what God says is true! We are CONFIDENT in the Lord! Here is what we’re up to in
SPARK/IGNITE throughout the month of July….

That’s all I can fit!
Love and prayers,

Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793

CFM PICTURE OF THE MONTH

Eliot Walker cranking out Snow Balls at Family Friday!

Children’s and Family Ministries Needs
FOOD DONATIONS! Please consider donating the following food items for our summer events:
1. Hotdogs and/or polish sausages (All brands accepted but large Costco brand
preferred)
2. Frozen Hamburger patties
3. Hotdog/hamburger buns
4. Family Size Bags of Chips
5. Cases of diet or regular canned soda
6. Juice Boxes

Important June Dates
July 6- Family Friday from 6-8pm on the PEP playground
July 13- Family Friday from 6-8pm on the PEP playground
July 14- Summer Blast II from 7-10pm
July 20- Family Friday from 6-8pm on the PEP playground
July 21- Ice Cream Bonanza from 6-8pm
July 27- Final Family Friday from 6-8pm on the PEP playground
July 28- Summer Blast III from 7-10pm
SPARK/IGNITE- Every Sunday from 10-11am
Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793
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BIRTHDAYS
July 6: Chuck Crouse, Ruthanne Ellis
July 9: Carol LaNovara
July 10: Lydia Quinn
July 11: Bill Tennant
July 12: Carroll Kinslow
July 14: Michele Harn, Dick Wright,
Barbara Stevenson
July 16: Carmen Soliz
July 19: Ronni Aronson
July 21: Victoria Van Buskirk
July 24: Janie Wingert
July 25: Beth Armstrong
July 28: Rod Boles
July 29: Peggy Moran– Nielson
July 30: Keri Mahaffey-Gignouz
July 31: Young Lowe, Lily Clark

ANNIVERSARIES
July 20: Margaret Preston &
Tom Dougherty
July 23: Jack & Phyllis Dear
July 26: Lynne & Daniel Powell

GOOD SAMARITAN FOOD
PANTRY NEEDS:
The shelves are looking very bare right
now in the Good Samaritan storage
room. They are looking for donations
of the following items:
Cereal, Soup, Pasta & Sauce,
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Canned Fruit
and Toilet Paper
Donations can be left in the church
office or on the wood table in the foyer.

Phone (707) 448-5055 Fax (707) 448-2083
Mailing Address: 425 Hemlock Street,
Vacaville, CA 95688
CHURCH Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-4
ALL CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED ON FRIDAY
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