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A Word from Pastor Mark
“All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” - Luke 2:18-19
Dear Friends,
One more word on Christmas before we enter fully into the New Year,
write the new date on our checks, head back to school, and finish up our list of
resolutions... Before we move back to regular life, let’s glimpse that manger
scene just one more time.
There we find Mary – the shepherds have left. Gentle and quiet Joseph
is quiet still. There’s not even a peep from the baby Jesus (No crying he makes?)
What there is is simply Mary, there with her thoughts. And the thoughts that
echo through her mind are the shepherds’ words – or at least their accounting of
the angels’ words: “Peace on earth, good will to all on whom God’s favor rests,
You will find a child, wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Today in the town
of David, a Savior has been born for you: he is Christ the Lord.”
She ponders each phrase, each is a treasure, each speaks to something
more. Just as the angel appeared to Mary earlier, now the angelic message is
amplified. It’s the same glory, only greater. The same promise, only broader.
And, that, if anything is both wondrous and troubling to her. As special and
unique as the treasure promised to her, this babe is now not only the Son of God
and the one who will rule in David’s place, but he is also the Savior – who has
been born to you. To you! You, meaning the shepherds! Not just to Mary, not
even just to Mary and Joseph, not to the religious and righteous, but to the
shepherds, as well. The child was born to them…for them. Mary had to ponder
that. This child, as marvelous as he was, was not hers alone, and his life would
bear this out. He would give himself to the leper, the doubter, the crippled, the
demon possessed, the tax collector and the fisherman. He would give himself to
and for…us. And we, like Mary, may want to hang on to him and keep him for
ourselves, but he is so much more than what our arms alone can hold.
May this world embrace him,

Pastor Mark

AND ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF—a big “Thank You! for the
Christmas gift!
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Mission Musings
Calling ALL Greeters!
Would you like to extend a warm welcome to
visitors and the CPC community? If you are
willing to greet folks at church at least 2 times
per year, please join us for a short training in
the conference room at 11:00 on Sunday,
January 14 or 21. We’ll be recruiting
volunteers and teaching greeters new and
exciting ways to let folks know we care about
them. Whether you have greeted for years or
are brand new, all are welcome!

News from the Choir Loft
You may have noticed some new faces (and voices)
coming from the choir loft- yay! We most recently
have been blessed by the addition of Jim Markham,
and a couple months ago we were thrilled to add Norma Buckley and her daughter in law, Laura. Every
voice in our choir is a blessing from God above!
And, our smaller voices - those coming from our children’s choir- are getting stronger all the time! For all
of us, we pray that our voices carrying the message of
love and salvation will help bring you closer to our
Lord.
On a personal note I am overwhelmed by the love and
generosity of the folks in our congregational family.
Thank you SO much for your thoughtful Christmas gift.
It truly is a blessing to me to be involved in bringing
our worship music to all of us, and to be blessed with
your generosity on top of that is just amazing. Thank
you!

Nancy Sanchez
Music Director

Your Mission Ministry Team has two primary
goals: 1. determining how to allocate mission
spending to worthy ministries both locally and
globally, and, 2. interpreting our mission ministries to
the congregation through newsletter articles, mission
speakers and mission conferences designed to focus
on Christ’s call for us in Matthew 22 which we refer to
as the Great Commandment, “Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself”, and the Great Commission in
Matthew 28, instructing us to, “Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit”.
In fulfilling these roles, we help internationally
through giving to and working with Frontier
Fellowship, ministering to “Unreached People
Groups”, the Shekkacho Partnership in Ethiopia,
Frontera de Cristo along the US/ Mexican border, and
Witnessing Ministries for Christ, supporting the
sharing of the Gospel message to the Dalit people
(formerly untouchables) in India.
As you know we also support a missionary and
his family serving in Central Asia. They recently
relocated with their two young children from the
United States to their new home in Central Asia and
are currently establishing relationships there and
perfecting their skills in the language of their new
surroundings.
There are other mission efforts as well, some
local. We reach out to local people in need through
our Good Samaritan ministry, New Focus and support
for the Opportunity House, and aid to families for
which food is a challenge economically through
“Ending 68 Hours of Hunger”. More examples of
“mission work” very close to home are The EDGE, our
Presbyterian Enrichment Preschool (PEP) and
Mother’s Day Out (MDO). We touch many lives as we
seek to be Jesus’ hands and feet on Earth until He
returns again!
If your heart is moved to reach out in Mission,
please consider coming to our next meeting. We
normally meet on the second Wednesday evening of
each month. God’s grace to all.

Bill Seiden for Mission Ministry Team

Getting to Know your
Deacons & Elders

Deacon: Pauline Sparks

Elder: Cheryl Petersen

Proverbs 22:17

“A merry heart does
good like medicine”
For the coming year, we
will be featuring one
Deacon and one Elder
each month. We hope
you’ll take a few moments
to get to know these
leaders who are currently
serving CPC in various
roles through ministry.
And we ask that you
would pray for them as the
seek the Lord to lead and
guide their way through
2018 and beyond.

Q: Tell us a little about yourself:
Pauline: I was born and raised in Iowa on a farm. I was raised in a
Christian home with 2 sisters and one brother. I married Eugene Sparks at the Presbyterian
Church of Osceola, Iowa and we were married for 50 years before his passing. I have one son,
David, who attends here at CPC (and has served on Session) and one daughter, Mary Ann
Menezes who lives in Arkansas. I have worked for dentists and business offices for 45 years.
Eugene and I moved from Iowa with our family in 1969 and were so glad to find a great
community to raise our family.
Cheryl: I am married to Scott and we have 2 children, Taylor (18 ) and Matt (14). We have a
blue and gold macaw named Teddy who is 19 years old and very loud. We have a white German
shepherd, Gracie who is 1 year old. We have also fish and a bearded dragon. I am a pediatrician
and have worked for Kaiser for 26 years, currently in Vacaville Pediatrics.
Q: Do you have a favorite hobby?
Pauline: Quilting, flower gardening, cooking, being with friends & helping at CPC
Cheryl: I like to read, garden, snow ski, run, play with my kids and pets.
Q: What would be the most amazing adventure to go on?
Pauline: I hope to get to Alaska on my next big trip.
Cheryl: I would love to see more of the world. I have seen a lot of the USA but not much
overseas.
Q: What is the best way to start your day?
Pauline: Prayer and breakfast after a good night’s sleep.
Cheryl: A latte and giving thanks for my family, job, church, life.
Q: What is your role on the Deacon or Elder board?
Pauline (Deacon): Parish Care Ministry and transportation.
Cheryl (Elder): This past year I chaired the All Church Nominating Committee
Q: Can you tell us how you came to know Christ?
Pauline: I have always had Christ in my life since birth. My parents were dedicated Christians,
teaching Sunday School and always working hard to keep the small Iowa church going.
Cheryl: I think I have always known Christ. I was raised in the Methodist church and church
was a big part of my life growing up. Whenever I had a problem, I always turned to Christ for
help. In my job I frequently see Christ at work in my families and patients.

Children’s and Family Ministries

Greetings Folks,
Christmas hasn’t even happened and here I am writing the January newsletter which just seems a little
strange! This is a good time of year to reflect and give thanks to God but as we head into the new year it is
also a time to build hope and excitement for what is to come. I guess this newsletter will have to do both!

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thess 5:18-19
Folks, we’ve had a tremendous year working towards the fulfillment of our vision in becoming a “…
dynamic neighborhood church, impacting all generations…” and we are moving into 2018 with a surge of momentum that continues to grow. Here is just some of what we were able to accomplish throughout 2017
which improved our ability to connect and form relationships with children and families….
 Launched our new website to better communicate and connect with younger generations.
 Restructured our Sunday service to provide a warmer welcome for visitors, build enthusiasm for worship,
and open up intentional time for small groups.
 Established a consistent Sunday small group time to facilitate relational growth and authentic, Biblical
community.
 Converted the C-building as our designated children’s facility, improving safety while creating spaces
where children want to belong.
 Created SPARK and IGNITE which reorients children’s Sunday programs to emphasize discipleship and






reflect the growing faith we hope to nurture in children.
Improved communication with parents, volunteers, and the congregation through the delivery of the
weekly electronic “Children’s and Family Ministries Newsletter.”
Strengthened relationships and faith of kids by providing scholarships to attend Westminster Adventure
and Forest Summer Camps.
Connected consistently with the neighborhood and families in and outside of our church through events
like Date Nights, Family Fridays, Summer Blasts, Community Blast, Halloween Blast, Christmas Blast,
Snowballs for Hemlock & Ace Schools, and Teacher Appreciation Lunch for Hemlock & Ace Schools.
Provided a place kids want to belong through THE EDGE afterschool program, where every Tuesday
and Thursday they can connect with friends and caring adults, learn about life and the Word of God, and
grow in their relationship with Christ and other believers.

Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793

Children’s and Family Ministries Cont’d.
WHAT A YEAR! When conviction of belief initiates a people into action, amazing things happen! As Christ
pointed out ‘doing’ makes all the difference…

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” Matt 7:24-27
We can celebrate together the joys of our success and I hope we all feel an overwhelming yet motivating excitement and enthusiasm for what 2018 will bring! We have such tremendous potential here at CPC
but there is still so much work to be done! I pray that each and every one of us would commit to unifying together in our work for the Lord! Commit to a willingness to do everything and anything in order to make CPC a
place that is meaningful and relevant for young families. Commit to reaching out into the community in order
to spread the message of Christ to those who are in need of salvation. Commit to making our church a place
where people of all ages can enter into a growing relationship with Christ and be surrounded by passionate
followers of Jesus who are passionate about making disciples. Commit to laying down our lives, our wants,
our desires, our preferences for the sake of the lost souls all around our church.

“For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of
them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those
under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To
the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people,
that by all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share
with them in its blessings.” 1 Cor 9:19-23
Working for this church and serving all the amazing people here is a gift from God and I consider it a joy
and blessing. I look forward to sharing together in the challenges, struggles, successes and joys 2018 will bring
and I am hopeful and confident there will be more of the latter. Until next time, Love God—Love Your Neighbor—Make Disciples!
Peace and thanks to you all,

Brendan Kavanagh
Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793

CFM PICTURE OF THE MONTH

CHRISTMAS BLAST and THE FEAST of EPIC PROPORTIONS!

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO MADE CHRISTMAS BLAST A SUCCESS…
Beth Armstrong, Sabrina & Tony Boltz, Nate Buteyn, Beth Cesena, Gayle Crawford, Linda Dusell, Jackie Easley, Rod &
Judy Foster, Becki Fulton, Keri & Gary Gignoux, Mike Gillihan, Diane Henderson, Debbie Horn, Ethel Hoskins, Renee Inman, Billi Kavanagh, Carole Kinslow, Julie Krebs, Vince & Carol LaNovara, Ken & Shirley Matzinger, Ted & Anne Miller,
Pat Morris, Cheryl Petersen, Bryan and Rachel Quinn, Kathy Reid, David & Sharon Rico, Judy Schneider, Nancy Sanchez,
Debi, Glenn & Don Schrader, Bill Seiden, Dalene Sovine, Dave & Amber Sparks, Sarah & Dave Van Buskirk, Tori Van
Buskirk, Thomas Burkhart, Elena Wright, Steve & Janet Walker, Judy & Don Walton, Virginia Welch, Mark & Ruth
Wright, Ed & Judy Wylie, Michele & Steven Harn & Alyssa, Tom & Preston Dougherty, Dawn Mitchell & Family, Debbie
Bassham, Aliyah Orozco and her friend, Abbey Orozco, Addie (Friend of Alyssa McCombe), Alyssa Rodriguez, Grant &
Emily Caylor (Gayle’s extended family), Courtney Caylor, Chuck & Sandy Crouse, Michelle Dibb, Tony Seres, all of the
ladies in The Sewing Circle and everyone who prepared food for the delicious feast!!….and if I forgot to mention you, I
am sorry but THANK YOU!!

*EDITOR’S NOTE: A HUGE, GINORMOUS, COLOSSAL, MOUNT EVEREST-SIZED THANK
YOU to BRENDAN KAVANAGH! None of it would have been possible if he had not taken
the ideas thrown at him and ran with them!

Important January Dates
Jan 19- Date Night from 6-8pm
Jan 29- CFM Meeting @6pm
Tues/Thurs- THE EDGE from 2:30-5:00pm (Begins Jan 9)
Tues/Wed- PEP Bible Story at 11:20 (Tues) and 11:20/3:20 (Wed) (Begins Jan 9)
Sunday- SPARK/IGNITE from 10-11am

Email: cfm@communitypresbyterian.com

Phone: 707-880-6793

Bryan Quinn
Director of Outreach & Youth
Phone: 916-225-5610
Email: directorofyouth.cpc@gmail.com

Christmas Angel Donation Dedications
This year in place of poinsettias in the past, CPC friends had the opportunity to donate to the Christmas Angel
program for the New Focus members and their families and make that donation in memory or honor of a loved
one. These are the dedications from some of those donations.

Mary Tekautz in loving memory of Grace & Glenn Ayres
Barbara & Norm Stevenson in loving memory of their daughter, Roxane.
Dalene Sovine in loving memory of Carroll Sovine.
Dave & Nancy Shelton in loving memory of their parents and brothers and in celebration of their children
& grandchildren.
Bill & Karen Seiden in loving memory of Bill’s parents, Ira & Dorthea and Karen’s dad, Lyall.
Anne Ruth in loving memory of Bill Ruth.
Allen & Bonnie Rodda in loving memory of Bonnie’s mother, Maye Hatcher.
Ted & Anne Miller in loving memory of their parents.
Kay & Don Reh in loving memory of their very good friend, Walt.
Shirley & Ken Matzinger in loving memory of their parents.
Keri Mahaffey-Gignoux in loving memory of her father, Gerald Mahaffey, and Uncle Jack Mahaffey.
Velma Mahaffey in loving memory of her husband Gerald.
Jeff & Liz Krulick in loving memory of Martha Peterson.
Carroll & Carole Kinslow in loving memory of their parents.
Young Lowe in loving memory for Kim’s & Eng’s families.
Vince & Carol LaNovara in loving memory of Harry Peasley, Elsie Morton, Bertha Medina, & Bill Medina Sr.
Bob & Deb Horn in honor of Carl & Nodine Evans, Jennifer Stefan and Heather & Kevin.
Rod & Judy Foster in loving memory of Judy’s parents—Ted Teunissen & Dorothy Moreno , Rod’s
mother— Louann Grace Foster, and their brothers—Gary Teunissen, Steve Foster & Kit Foster.
Judy Cruces in loving memory of Frank Cruces.
Chuck & Sandy Crouse in honor of their children & grandchildren.
Gayle Crawford in loving memory of her husband Gary.
Beth Cesena in loving memory of her mom, Nancy Tweedie.
Elaine Brinn in loving memory of her husband, Lewis Brinn.
Barbara Bennett in loving memory of her mom, Virginia Butler who passed in 1996.
Jim Beckett in loving memory of his wife, Linda.

January 28th

Please mark your calendar for our Annual
Gathering – a time to reflect on the year past,
giving thanks to God, and a time to hear a bit
of what God has in store for the future. A
time to focus ourselves and a time to share a
meal together. Please bring something to
share for a potluck following the meeting and
be eager for all that God will yet do!
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2:30pm EDGE (C3 & C4)
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6

Sat

CR= Conference Room
SH=Social Hall
C5= Music Room

7:00am Men’s Breakfast
Bible Study (SH)

27

20

10:00am Bible Study (CR)
11:00 am Ruth Circle (Black 2:15pm End 68 Hours of
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Phone (707) 448-5055 Fax (707) 448-2083
Mailing Address: 425 Hemlock Street, Vacaville, CA 95688
CHURCH Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-4
FINANCE Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10-2
ALL CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED ON FRIDAY

www.communitypresbyterian.com
Pastor …… The Rev. Dr. Mark A. Wright …..pastor@communitypresbyterian.com
Director of Outreach & Youth…..Bryan Quinn…..youth@communitypresbyterian.com
Director of Children & Family Ministries….Brendan Kavanagh…..cfm@communitypresbyterian.com
Music Director…..Nancy Sanchez…..music@communitypresbyterian.com
Director of New Focus: Kay Buchanan…...(707) 455-8176….. newfocus@communitypresbyterian.com
Presbyterian Enrichment Preschool……...(707) 448-1626…..pep@communitypresbyterian.com
PEP Director: Renee Inman Secretary: Mary Lou Gantt
Mother’s Day Out(707) 448-5159 MDO Director: Margaret Jacobs…..mdo@communitypresbyterian.com
Good Samaritan Ministry………………(707) 446-4899
Church Office Staff: 707-448-5055
Becki Fulton - office@communitypresbyterian.com
Michele Harn- finance@communitypresbyterian.com

BIRTHDAYS
January 2: Brendan Harris
January 4: Julie Krebs, Dave Fulton, Tom Dougherty, Kenneth Matheson, Terry Sanchez
January 6: Donald Schrader
January 10: Art Dickinson
January 12: Kendra Seiden, Kealana Gulley
January 16: Sarah Beth Van Buskirk
January 17: Nell Baer (see church office for address)
January 18: Debi Schrader
January 19: Nate & Emma Monroe , Darby Espinosa
January 20: Aubrey Kavanagh, David Van Buskirk Jr.
January 22: Judy Schneider
January 23: Nancy England-Hardy
January 25: Margaret Preston

