B ET H E L ST A R
MARCH 2019
Newsletter
2019 ALL CHURCH STUDY

It is NOT too late to join in!
The 40 days of reading began on February 24
Books still available at Connection Center on weekends
and Church office during the week
Who Is Involved?
25 Small Groups
4 Adult Classes
High School and Jr. High
Children’s Sunday School
51 Churches Across US
Sermons:
March
March
March
March
March
April

2/3
9/10
16/17
23/24
30/31
6/7

Five Principles
Being
Forgiving
Serving
Giving
Going

Message from Zach Zehnder (author):
“Because of the incredible momentum of RLC we have decided to come alongside of your churches and are hosting an online (through both Facebook and Instagram) Red Letter Challenge. Starting on March 5th, we will be posting daily
videos at 10AM, highlighting a church, and giving ideas for how to implement
the challenge for the day. In addition, we will be doing a live weekly Q and A on
Sunday nights at 8PM EST (starting on March 3rd). This will be a great companion tool for your church so please tell all your people to like/follow us on those
social media platforms. We’ll be doing giveaways including gift cards, signed

ASH Wednesday March 6, 2019 10:30 am and 6:30pm Garment
Wednesday, March 13, 2019 10:30 am and 6:30pm
Garden
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 10:30 am and 6:30pm
Mountain
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 10:30 am and 6:30pm
Water
Wednesday, April
3, 2019 10:30 am and 6:30pm
Tree
Wednesday, April 10, 2019 10:30 am and 6:30pm The Lord Provides
Wednesday, April
7, 2019 NO SERVICES
Church Office: 309-263-2417
School Office: 309 -266-6592
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We are Making and Maturing disciples of Jesus to Minister

How crazy has this winter
been? As I talk with people
around town and in our congregation I get the feeling that this
has been a more active and
snowy winter than normal. For
me though, it’s only the second
Illinois winter I’ve experienced.
The first was in 2006-2007
while I was on vicarage
(pastoral internship) in the town
of Rockton in Northern Illinois.
That winter it snowed sixteen
inches…overnight!

cross in our place because we
were displaced from a right relationship with the Father due
to our sin. As Jesus, the Lamb
of God, bore our sin on the
cross, He placed us back into
God’s kingdom.

in His ultimate victory.

As we take The Red Letter
Challenge and journey through
lent during March and April,
keep the eyes and ears of your
heart open to the everyday
phrases, sayings, and experiJesus, the Lion of Judah ences that can be used to
and the Lamb of God share the Gospel. Maybe your
conversation is an invitawho takes away the sin next
tion to share the truth and comof the world.
fort of the ‘red letters’.
The Lion and the Lamb both
refer to Jesus Christ. He is both
the conquering Lion of the tribe
of Judah and the Lamb who
was slain. The Lion and the
Lamb are descriptions of two
aspects of the nature of Christ.

March weather can often feel
like a daunting journey to endure. Are you, like me, reminded of the old saying, “In like a
lion, out like a lamb?” I for one
am hoping that March goes out
like a lamb … and stays that
way for a while. Regardless of As the Lamb of God, He is the
the weather, this month we em- perfect and ultimate sacrifice
bark on another kind of journey for sin.
together as a church.
Jesus is worthy because He
We take on The Red Letter has conquered sin and death at
Challenge and begin our Len- the cross. The cross was the
ten journey during our midweek ultimate victory of God over the
services as we explore the se- forces of sin and evil.
ries ‘dis-placed’.
So when Jesus is referred to as
Lion – Lion of Judah. Powerful. the Lion and the Lamb, we are
Red Letter Challenge, powerful to see Him as not only the conwords of Savior that change us quering King who will slay the
and call us to live and lead enemies of God at His return,
changed lives, sharing the but also as the sacrificial Lamb
who took away the reproach of
good news with others.
Lamb – displaced us on the sin from His people, so they
cross, meaning He endured the may be placed into and share
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BETHEL STAR ARTICLES DEADLINE ...

Please be reminded the article deadline for the April edition of the Bethel Star is Friday, March 22. Folders will
meet at 8:15am on Friday, March 29 to assemble. Extra
copies are made available in the church Narthex at the
Connections Center and can also be accessed on our
church website at www.blcmorton.org Go to multimedia
then file downloads. Highlights are posted there each
week, also.

Bethel’s Monthly Blood
Pressure Screening

Blood pressure screenings are held immediately following church services in the
Church Library on:

BETHEL STAR WILL NO LONGER BE
MAILED OUT UNLESS YOU CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE AND REQUEST IT TO BE!
If you know of someone who needs a copy and
does not have access to the internet or get out
very often, please let Alanna in the church office
know. Thank you!

Saturday, March 9
7:00 pm
Sunday, March 10
9:00 am and 11:45 am

01/22/2019 to 02/18/2019
MEMBERSHIP INS

Infant Baptism

Charlie Marie Carlin
Prenda Marie Dallapiazza
Adelyn Elizabeth Lorentzen
Corbin Andrew Trygar

Adult Confirmation
REJOICING MILESTONES
Birthdays 80+ Years
03/07
03/12
03/24
03/30

Ruth Reinken
Maxine Williamson
Ken Stansbury
Pastor Richard Benke

86
84
90
82

Anniversaries 50+ Years
03/04 Ken & Hazel Stansbury
03/15 John & Edel Gossman

68
55

Victor Darwish
David Makuta
Dr. Gisell Tan
Emily Zobrist

Transfer

Heidi Janssen
Pastor Greg and Lisa Moyer
Kaiya Moyer (4)
Jack Moyer (2)
Leah Moyer (6 months)
Benjamin Zobrist

MEMBERSHIP OUTS

NONE

Bethel’s Online Media and Publications

Want to listen to previous sermons or check out this month’s publications, including the Bethel Star, Highlights, and Kingdom
Helpers? Simply go to www.blcmorton.org/media. From there you can open the media player to listen to previous sermons or on
the right side bar (in the green box) you can click “publications”, which will take you to the page where you can download this
month’s publications simply by clicking on them!

MIDWEEK TRADITIONAL HYMNAL SERVICES ON WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30am
MARCH 6, 13, 20, and 27 (Weather Permitting)
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Thank you to the Bethel School students for providing encouraging cards,
and to church families who graciously
provided goodies for our college age
boxes that were sent out in February. What a blessing these love gifts
were to our college friends.
NOTE: If your student didn’t receive a
college box, we have not received
their current information in the church
office.

Thank you to Mrs. Wyzard and Bethel students who made lovely Valentines to include in Bethel Food Pantry
boxes in February. These personal
messages share God’s love with our
food pantry guests.

On February 14 … 12 families who
have a mother or father deployed received gift cards from you to eat out
with their families at Texas Roadhouse. Along with the gift card, each
family received a hand written note
from Sheila Lovell’s Bible Study group
that thanked them for their sacrifice.
Thank you so much for remembering
military families of deployed personnel during this time of the year.

From Peoria Area Lutherans for Life
Many of you are probably aware that in January, 2019, new abortion legislation was passed and signed into law
in New York State. Among other destructive things, this new law effectively eliminates all restrictions on abortion
right up until the time of birth and even removes the requirement that abortions only be performed by doctors, as
it extends this legal ability also to nurse practitioners, physician assistants, and possibly even midwives. As this
evil becomes the "new norm" that will migrate from New York and attempt to find a home in other states, we are
reminded how important it is for pro-life Christians to continue to be gospel-motivated voices for life, which is the
mission of Lutherans for Life. Thank you to our Bethel congregation for contributing $540 in our Pennies for Life
collection on Sanctity of Life Sunday, 1-20-19. Please join with us in praying that the Lord of Life will direct our
nation's leaders to accomplish His purposes.
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“Give Online” cards

Serving from 5:00 – 6:00pm

P1; P2

Available next to Highlights in the Narthex. If you give on line
and feel like you are not participating in the offering during
worship, you can pick up one of these cards on way in to
sanctuary and place in offering plate during worship. If you
currently do not give online but would like to or learn more
about it, go to www.blcmorton.org

ASH Wednesday, March 6
(No meal served)
Wednesday, March 13
Elders
Sloppy Joes/Chips/Carrots/&Celery/Dessert
Wednesday, March 20
Stien Small Group
Chili, Hot Dogs, Vegetables, and Dessert

The Women's Mission League offers inspirational cards
for most occasions. They are available in the library area at the church. Your donation may be placed in the
slot bottom shelf or turned into the office. All gifts are
used for Mission projects. Any questions please contact
Linda Nash 309-346-8864.

Wednesday, March 27
Wyzard Small Group
Soup/Salad/Dessert
Wednesday, April 3
Westermann Small Group
Pulled Pork/Chips/Veggies/Dessert Bar
Wednesday, April 10
Bethel School Staff
Baked Potato Bar, Salad, and Dessert

A freewill offering will be collected to help cover
expenses for the meal.

E-MAIL PRAYER
MINISTRY

You would receive an email 1-2
times weekly with prayer requests that come in to the office
or through our website. Then all you need to do is pray for
these requests at your best time. If you are interested in
being a part of the 100+ people involved, please sign up at
“Sign up Central" or contact the church office #309-2632417 or please contact Linda Bisping at LindaBisping@comcast.net or 309-264-5326. New volunteers are
always welcome to take part.
***If you want your prayer request included in the corporate
prayers during services, you must give your permission

Contact the church office if your group would
like to plan, prepare, serve, and clean-up for
one of the open weeks. When you reserve your
evening, please give us your menu so it can be
posted for our Bethel Family to know what will
be served.

Guys college-age and up basketball at
Bethel School on Queenwood in Morton
Sunday nights from 7:00-9:00pm
through April
Please be reminded: If you will be in the hospiAny
questions?
tal, you must notify Pastor, call the church office,
Contact
Michael
Remmele
or have family/friend/hospital notify us so we are
@
447-6273
aware. Because of HIPPA laws, your privacy is
greatly respected and information will not be given unless you permit.
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The Following Churches Will Also Be Offering the RLC This Spring.
Please remember them in your prayers as their congregations take on
this “Challenge” with us.
Church
City
Woodbury Lutheran
Woodbury, MN
Trinity Lutheran
Muskegon, MI
Christ Our Savior
Norwalk, IA
St. Paul’s Lutheran
Chilliwack, ON
Christ Lutheran
Lincoln, NE
Gloria Dei Lutheran
Houston, TX
Bethlehem Lutheran Valencia, CA
Pittsburg Presbyterian Pittsburg, KS
St. John’s Lutheran
Indianapolis, IN
Our Savior
Norfolk, NE
Seeds of Faith
Atlanta, GA
St. Michael Lutheran Ft. Myers, FL
Thrive Community
Estero, FL
University Lutheran
Ann Arbor, MI
Word of Life
Cibolo, TX
Holy Cross Lutheran
Dallas, TX
One Community
Queen Creek, AZ
New Hope Lutheran
Neenah, WI
Faith Baptist
Auburn, MA
New Creation Lutheran Shakopee, MN
Faith Community
Noblesville, IN
Crosswalk Lutheran
Columbia, MD

Church
Messiah Lutheran
Lutheran Church
of the Redeemer
Trinity Lutheran
Our Savior’s Lutheran
Redeemer Lutheran
St. Peter Lutheran
Zion Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills
Saints Peter
and Paul
Saint John Lutheran
Church Together
Prince of Peace
Trinity Roselle
St. Paul Lutheran
Lutheran Church
of the Redeemer
Christ’s Greenfield
Sunnyside Church
St. Paul’s Lutheran
ACTS Church

City
Yorba Linda, CA

Church
City
First Immanuel
Lutheran
Cedarburg, IA
Sanford, FL
Lamb of God
Las Vegas, NV
Amarillo, TX
First Christian Williamston, NC
Palm Springs, CA
Atonement
Fort Collins, CO
Lutheran
Metairie, IA
Arlington Heights, IL Immanuel Evangelical
Ft. Myers, FL
Lutheran
Mokena, IL
San Antonio, TX
Peace Lutheran Conway, AR
Trinity Church of
Houghton, MI
the Nazarene Naperville,IL
Hattiesburg, MS
First Presbyterian Enicott, NY
Orlando, FL
Grace Lutheran Killeen, TX
Orlando, FL
Roselle, IL
Harlington, TX
Vero Beach, FL
Gilbert, AZ
Clayton, IA
Janesville, WI
Lakeway, TX

March 2019

Realm Updates:


If you are NOT able to get in to your REALM profile, please contact me. #309-263-2417 OR
#309-264-8534



If you are having any trouble with your phone app, like not receiving your messages in
Realm, you must completely delete the App and all of it’s contents and reinstall. The name of
App is “Connecting Our Church Community”. You will need to sign in to the program again with
the password you created. If you do not remember your password, click “forgot password”.



Messages are now being called “Chats”. That’s it, just a name change. Works just the same.



On the Notification Settings page, you have control over how often you're notified when information is
posted to your group's newsfeed. You can select different notification settings for each group you're a
part of. So if you want to receive all notifications from your Bible study group, but no notifications from
another group, you can do that! You can also choose to receive highlights from all of your church groups
once a day through a daily digest email.
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MATURING

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday Adult Electives 9:30-10:30 am
1. Breakfast Bible Class
“Red Letter Challenge”

Pastor Greg & Pastor Jeff

Room P1

2. First Place for Health
“Red Letter Challenge”
Led by Carolynsue Wolf / Mary Lou Nichols.

Room P3

3. “RLD in Action” Group

Room 111

“Red Letter Challenge”

4. Faith Milestones Class (Graduation)
Jonathan Guse
Room P2
March 3, 10, and 17
(High School Seniors and their Parents) Together we will reflect on the years and events past while
looking ahead to the next chapter of life for graduating Seniors. We will also look at how to succeed in
the next phase of life with friends, finances, and faith.

Ladies Bible Study
Tuesday 9:00-11:00 am Room 110
Childcare available
Beth Moore Study on 1st and 2nd
Thessalonians. We would love to
have you join us. We are a group of
gals at all ages and stages of life, from
new moms to grandmoms. The variety
of ages / stages is very stimulating as
we learn from each other.
For
questions or sign up, call Sheila Lovell
at 925-5347

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY

Judges
Tuesdays 10:00—11:00am
Led by Pastor Jeff
Room P3
Bethel Brothers
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 am
Red Letter Challenge
A great way to grow in your
Discipleship journey.
Led by John Lovell

T.G.I.F.
Friday 6:30 - 7:30 am
Room 111
Men’s Bible study. Open to
all men.
Led by Ken Newman

Devotions
Complimentary Devotion booklets are available at the Connection Center
Portals of Pray

Hopeful Living

Lenten Devotion “People of the Passion”
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March 2019 Parish Nurse Notes
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month
Colon Cancer Fast Facts









Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of
cancer related deaths in the United States
90% of new cases occur in people 50 years or older
89% of new colorectal cancers are diagnosed in
people who do not have any family history of colon
cancer.
People with a first degree relative (parent, sibling, or
offspring) who has colorectal cancer have 2-3 times
the risk of developing colorectal cancer.
There are currently more than 1 million colorectal
cancer survivors in the U.S. Survival is greatly improved when the disease is diagnosed early.

Risk Factors for Colorectal Cancer
 Age is the single most important risk factor to develop colorectal cancer. People ages 50 years
and over should be screened for colorectal cancer.
 People with a family history of colorectal cancer
should start screening earlier than age 50 years.
Get your doctor’s recommendation.
 Both men and women are at risk for colorectal
cancer. The risk is greater for men.
 African Americans have the highest rate of colorectal cancer disease of all racial groups in the
United States.

Colorectal cancer is the
second leading cause of
cancer-related death in
the U.S.

90% of new cases occur
in people 50 or older.

80% of new colorectal cancers are diagnosed in individuals without any family
history.

People with a first-degree
relative (parent, sibling, or
offspring) who has colorectal cancer have two to
three times the risk of
developing it.

There are currently more
than 1 million colorectal
cancer survivors in the
U.S. Survival is dramatically improved by early
diagnosis.

Resources: American Cancer Society 2019

AS A REMINDER …

If you are going to be absent on the date you are
scheduled to serve, please request a sub through the
email reminder you should be receiving that week.
This allows others to view and accept your date and
time to serve. This allows others to view and accept
your date and time to take it for you. If you are not
receiving the email providing this information, please
contact Linda Lopez in the church office linda@bethelmorton.org or 309-263-2417 or 309-6351364 and let her know ASAP. We want you to be informed/reminded/replaced when you are scheduled.
We are always in need of people to get involved in
Bethel’s serving ministry. If you have a place you
would like to be scheduled, please contact Linda
Lopez in the church office at 309-263-2417 or linda@bethelmorton.org. New schedules are being prepared for the July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 serving year! WE NEED YOU TO JOIN THE FUN OF
SERVING GOD!

Communion is served the first and third weekends of each month in all weekend services.
Common cup is made available.

GOD MOMENTS ...

Everyone has “God Moments” !

Would you be willing to share yours? We
would like to have “God Moments” shared once
a month in worship services. Prayerfully you
have been present when these have been given.
If you are ready to share one of your “God Moments”, please contact Pastor Jeff 309-2632417. If you have a “God Moment” you would
like to share, but are feeling like you cannot due
to being unsure or nervous, pray for God’s direction and see what He has planned for you.
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March - Against the Flow
March 6th
March 13th
March 20th
March 27th
All dates listed above meet from 7:008:30pm unless otherwise noted.

High School Sunday
Morning Bible Cl ass

.Kid’s in Christ
Kid’s In Christ for 5th/6th graders meets
Wednesday, March 6th, 7:00-8:30pm in the
school commons! This month we’re going
to have some fun with a variety of relay
races! Join us for the fun!

Acolytes
Please be checking your schedule! Also,
please make sure you are arriving in time
to light the candles before service - 10
minutes early! Reminder! Please be utilizing the Ministry Scheduler on the website for any substitution requests! If you
need help, contact Jonathan Guse or Linda
Lopez at the church!

If you are a high school student you are a
part of Against the Flow that meets for an
hour on Sunday mornings from 9:3010:30am and Wednesday nights during
LENT from 7:15-8:30pm following the worship service. Plan to join us and bring a
friend with you! Everyone welcome!

High school students are invited to take
part in the Red Letter Challenge along
with the rest of the congregation
throughout month of March! Join us on
Sunday mornings in the youth room
from 9:30-10:30am!

Confirmation
Classes will continue this month. Due to
Lenten services, classes will run from
approximately 7:15-8:30pm, but please
plan to attend worship beforehand!
There will not be class on March 6th
due to Ash Wednesday. Please remember to be doing your sermon notes! Other dates to keep in mind in the coming
months:





April 17th - No Class- Spring Break
April 24th - 8th Grade Questioning
May 1st - Confirmation Rehearsal and
ATF Welcome
May 5th - 10:45am - Rite of Confirmation
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Bethel’s Summer Mission Trip is in planning progress and dates have been set. Our destination will be "Guatemala". Meetings about trip will be forthcoming and "YOU" are invited to come
along. Sign-up sheet is at "SIGN-UP CENTRAL" in the church foyer.
Mission Assistant Funding is in effect throughout the year for anyone wanting to help in the
Lord’s way to make this trip possible for someone to travel that needs financial support going. You
can donate financially to help. Contact Info: Steve Krupa Leader ( (309) 253-6019 )
St. John’s
Lutheran Church
Green Valley
Is offering a trip for
you to visit the Holy
Land in March of
2019. If you are
interested, please
call Pastor Jeff for

Bethel’s Book Club
will meet:
Monday, March 25
7:00pm
Bethel Church
coffee area
We will discuss
The Masterpiece by
Francine Rivers.
“Two
lost
souls,
bound by guilt to their
pasts, discover that
they very wounds
which hold them captive can lead to the
incredible
grace
needed to set them
free.” Read the book
and then come join us
for an interesting
evening of discussion.
For
further
information
on
this
month’s read …
please contact
Sheila Lovell
309-925-5347

Thank you for your continued support. Please keep Bethel School and Preschool in your prayers as
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we undertake the great blessing of molding young hearts and minds with God’s love!

2018—2019 THEME

Bethel Lutheran School
hosts a chapel service every
Wednesday school is in session in the church sanctuary.
Chapel begins at
8:30am except for the last
Wednesday of the month,
chapel begins at 9:00am to
include the Preschool. The
congregation is invited and
welcome to attend.

… Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible.”
Matthew 19:26
There is a lot coming up in the month of March at Bethel Lutheran School. The first
thing of note is that our boys will be playing in the Lutheran Sports Association State
Basketball Tournament taking place March 1 – 3 in Arlington Heights. There will be 16
teams present through either an automatic bid or a play-in game. This year, same as
last year, our boys received an automatic bid. The boys’ latest accomplishment to this
was winning the championship of the Greater Springfield Area Lutheran Tournament.
Also in March, we have a registration period for the school for church members only.
That registration period begins on Thursday, March 7. On Monday, March 18, registration will open to the general public. So, to secure your spot, please make sure you get
your registration in before the 18th. Please remember, as I stated during my Mission
Moment on February 9/10 that church members are not charged a formal tuition to have
their students enrolled in the elementary school. For your convenience, I am reprinting
the policy as follows:

1.400 Policy on Relationship to the Church

Bethel Lutheran School is a ministry of Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Ministries and therefore shall act in accordance with the Constitution, By-Laws and Policies of the Ministries.
Policies governing the school are established by the School Board and are administered
by the administration.
As a part of Bethel Lutheran Ministries, active members of Bethel Lutheran Church are
not charged any tuition to send their children to Bethel Lutheran School. Church members will be informed of the approximate cost of educating students. This information is
to assist those who would like to make contributions to the church to help fund the
school ministry. Church members are not required, or held accountable, to contribute
any specific amount to the church as a result of their child attending Bethel Lutheran
School.
On March 16 we will be combining our Annual 5k Race and Pancake Breakfast/Open
House into the same event. The Pancake Breakfast will take place from 7:30am –
1:00pm. Pancake Tickets & Race Entry Forms are available online and in the church/
school offices. Race entry will include a pancake breakfast ticket. Also, pancake breakfast volunteer forms & sausage pre-order forms are available at Sign-Up Central in the
church foyer. Proceeds from the event will be used to support our dedicated teaching
staff and to make necessary upgrades to our swing sets. Please join us as we showcase our incredible school.

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
CONTINUOUS
PRAYERS!

If you have been tracking high school sports lately, you will have seen that as of this
writing, Morton’s Girls’ Varsity Team has qualified for the State Tournament. Three of
the players on that team have Bethel roots. Kate Reiman graduated from Bethel in 2015
and Katie Krupa graduated in 2018. Lyndsey Dullard went to Bethel through 6 th grade.
Speaking of Kate Reiman, she was also announced recently as the Peoria Journal Star
Scholar Athlete of the Week. Congratulations, Kate!
Finally, we are still collecting employment interest forms. Again, as stated in our Mission
Moment, we are trying to create a talent pool of folks interested in employment at our
school. One opening that will be coming up is school secretary, but we are always on
the lookout for good people. If you are interested in obtaining a form or more information, please contact the school office at 309-266-6592.
Thank you for your support of our school!

John Jacob / Principal
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