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SUMMER  MISSION TRIP 2019 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

GUALAN, GUATEMALA 
Friday, June 28ðFriday, July 5 

 

Braden Bisping 
Alan Hostetler 
Faith Hostetler 
Stephen Krupa 
William Krupa 
Katrina Lakin 
Claire Reiman 
Kate Reiman 

 
 We will be spreading Jesusô love through construction/repairs 

for those in need and conduct VBS.   
 

Mission Assistant Funding is in effect throughout the year for 

anyone wanting to help in the Lordôs way to make this trip possible 
for someone to travel that needs financial support going. You can do-
nate financially to help.  

MONTH OF JUNE SERMONS 
 

DEFINING MOMENTS 
  June 1/2  When I Fell in Love   
  June 8/9  Pentecost 
  June 15/16  Trinity Sunday 
   

Letting God show us how to THRIVE in this world, 
at this time, with these people. 

  June 22/23  THRIVE 
  June 29/30  THRIVE 

http://www.blcmorton.org
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We are Making and Maturing disciples of Jesus to Minister  

This is my ode to soda de-
votion. I call it soda. Some call it 
pop. Still others call it soda pop. 
There are a few who call everything 
thatôs carbonated and caramelized 
either Coke or Pepsi, regardless of 
its flavor ð unless itôs clear ð and 
then itôs Sprite or 7-Up. Whatever 
name for that carbonated, sugar-
filled, unhealthy drink you grew up 
with, I think you know what Iôm talk-
ing about. 

I was given my first soda at 
6 weeks of age, and it was my main 
source of hydration for many years, 
until it was taken from me.  But, I 
am not the only one who had/has a 
thing for soda.  For many years 
now, Americans have had a torrid 
love affair with soda. Thereôs noth-
ing that tastes better on a hot sum-
mer day than to come into the 
house from the sweltering heat, 
grab your favorite ice-cold soda, 
flop down on the couch, and just let 
the summer heat dissolve into that 
sweet carbonation. Man, do I miss 
it; almost as much as running.  

 As I was thinking, praying, 
searching for something to write this 
devotion for this month, the Spirit of 
God reminded me of ñSpiritual So-
da.ò  Stick with me here. I have 
been feeling very dry lately with life 
in general. It seems like the more I 
try to satiate my thirst, the thirstier I 
get. Itôs as if some big joke is being 
played on me, and I donôt have the 
sense to stop and figure out whatôs 
going on.  

 When we are listening, 
Godôs Spirit has a way of showing 
us that often the things we fill our 
life with can be like trying to our 
quench our thirst with soda. You 
know what I mean. It tastes great at 
first and initially you are satisfied. 

But within just a few minutes of fin-
ishing the first one, your mouth gets 
all pasty again and you need anoth-
er drink. The more you drink, the 
thirstier you get.  That is why they 
sell it often in big, styrofoam cups.  I 
still have not kicked the styrofoam 
cup habit. Yea, I know it looks 
weird, but I am working on that, too.   

God has empowered His 
people with an innate desire to 
reach beyond ourselves for fulfill-
ment. He knows, and every true 
believer in Jesus Christ knows, that 
thirst for meaning is satisfied in Him. 
We also find ourselves drinking spir-
itual soda instead of His living wa-
ter.  

Jesus, in speaking with the 
woman at the well, said, ñEveryone 
who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give 
him will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal 
life.ò  John 4:13-14 

Ever since Adam and Eve 
sinned and were thrust out of Godôs 
perfect garden, people have been in 
an eternal futile struggle to replace 
their need for Godôs living water 
with anything else. The enemy is 
more than happy to oblige by inun-
dating us with ñsodaò of every color 
and flavor. But God has been there 
all along, pleading with us, holding 
out His hands to us, longing for us 
to come back to Him. He knows, 
because He created us, that only 
His water can refresh us. 

You may be saying the 
same thing the woman said to Je-
sus some 2,000 years ago: ñSir, 
give me this water so that I won't 
get thirsty and have to keep coming 
here to draw water.ò Jesus is the 

Living Water. If you are thirsty and 
tired of chugging the spiritual soda 
that never really quenches your 
thirst, all you have to do is stop 
wherever you are and cry out to 
God from your heart. Everyone who 
sincerely looks for God will find Him. 

Revelation 7:17 promises, 
ñFor the Lamb at the center of the 
throne will be their shepherd; He 
will lead them to springs of living 
water. And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.ò 

 For those of us who know 
Jesus as our Savior, the One who 
has purchased us on the cross and 
rose for us, knows what that means 
and is being refreshed in what we 
learned in the Red Letter Challenge 
of Being, Forgiving, Serving, Giving, 
and Going.  This was not some 
study that we do and move on.  This 
is the one we are to be doing regu-
larly. Yes, even in summer, so we 
might be satisfied with His good and 
precious gift of living water.  So, 
please keep taking in the good stuff 
and not the spiritual soda that is 
available that keeps us thirsty this 
summer, by not taking a break from 
being in Him and He in you with His 
Word, His people, and His ministry 
for you.  
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04/25/2019  to  05/20/2019 
 

MEMBERSHIP INS 
 

Infant Baptism 
Emalyn Mae Buckley  
Charles Willis Zobrist  

 
Transfer 

David F. Dallinger  
Sandra Dallinger  

 
MEMBERSHIP OUTS 

 
Transferred to Glory 
 LaVerda K. Campbell Pavlik  
John Robert Stangle  

 
Transferred 
Mary Jane Bailey  

REJOICING MILESTONES 
 

Birthdays 80+  Years 
 
06/03  Jim Fortman   82 
06/08  Dick Abner   84 
06/10  Dick Ruckler   80 
06/12  Charles Moser   86 
06/13  Shirley Mansfield  80 
06/25  Pat Wiseman   93 
 

 
Anniversaries 50+ Years 

 
06/08  Dave & Nancy Westermann 57 
06/14  Doug & Alison Robinson 50 
06/15  Jim & Dianne Fortman  61  
06/16  Dean & Char Hauptli  56 
06/18  Ron & Sandy Elsas  52 
06/22  Terry & Kathy Sachan  51 

MIDWEEK TRADITIONAL HYMNAL SERVICES ON WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30am 
JUNE 5, 12, and 26   

NO SERVICE ON JUNE 19 

Bethelôs Monthly Blood  
Pressure Screening 

Blood pressure screenings are held im-
mediately following church services in the 
Church Library on: 

 
Saturday, June 8 

7:00 pm 
  

Sunday, June 9 
9:00 am and 11:45 am 

Bethelôs Online Media and Publications 
Want to listen to previous sermons or check out this monthôs publications, including the Bethel Star, Highlights, and Kingdom Helpers?  
Simply go to www.blcmorton.org/media.  From there you can open the media player to listen to previous sermons or on the right side 
bar (in the green box) you can click ñpublicationsò, which will take you to the page where you can download this monthôs publications 
simply by clicking on them!  

BETHEL STAR ARTICLES DEADLINE ... 
Please be reminded the article deadline for the July edition of 
the Bethel Star is Friday, June 21.  Folders will meet at 8:15am 
on Friday, June 28 to assemble.   Extra copies are made avail-
able in the church Narthex at the Connections Center and can 
also be accessed on our church website at www.blcmorton.org  
Go to multimedia then file downloads.  Highlights are posted 
there each week, also. 

Communion is served the first and third week-
ends of each month in all weekend services. 
Common cup is made available. 

Scrip Available Every Sunday 
 

Scrip is available Sunday AM during Coffee Hour at  the 
round table in coffee area. There will be a sign on table 
so you can identify where you can purchase it. This is 
such an EASY way for our congregation to support 
the school. PLEASE stop by to learn more about it! 
Available in the church office during the week, too. 

http://www.blcmorton.org/media
http://www.bethellutheranmorton.com
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Thank you, Bethel! 
It is with grateful hearts that LWGP thanks the congrega-
tion of Bethel Lutheran!  With generous donations of 
baked goods and desserts and/or a monetary donations 
toward the Benevolent Fund, we were able to raise over 
$1,000. Bethel had BY FAR the most goodies of any con-
gregation.  Sandy Elsas and her cheerful husband trans-
ported an enormous amount to the front doors of Lutheran 
Hillside Village.   With Pam Robertsô help at the actual 
sale, our Just Desserts Bake Sale on April 26th at Luther-
an Hillside Village was a sweet success!    

Gracious words are like a honeycomb, 
sweetness to the soul and health to the body.   

Proverbs 16:24 

A big THANK YOU goes out to the many Bethel 
bakers who made such a wide variety of baked 
goods for the LWGP Bake Sale at Lutheran Hillside 
Village and to those who contributed financially to 
show their support.  LWGP, LHV residents, and 
those who purchased your items sincerely appreci-
ate your efforts. 
God Bless You! 

Pam Roberts and Sandy Elsas 
Bethelôs LWGP Representatives 

 
Many thanks for the prayers, cards, and well 
wishes from everyone.  Thanks to Pastor Jeff 
for the visit and prayer and Pastor Greg.  It is 
truly wonderful to be a part of this caring con-
gregation of Christ followers.  I am healing daily 
from the foot surgery.  God bless each of you! 

Stuart Schmidgall 

LUTHERAN LAYMENôS LEAGUE BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
During the last three weekends in March, we acted as Bethelôs representatives to sponsor the Lutheran Lay-
manôs League Bowling Tournament, with the proceeds going to Bethel Lutheran School.  We were happy to 
present John Jacob with a check for $2,000.  To date we have raised over $12,000 for the school.  We are 
pleased to have been a part of this money raising event.                 Rich Aubuchon/Dave Westermann 

Thank you to our Lord and Savior for blessing us with a wonderful KIC Lock-In.  Thank you to Jonathan Guse 
for all of his work and guidance in putting this event together.  A special thank you to Nico Drake, Heidi 
Mamer and Amanda Cross for all of their help during the evening.  Thank you to everyone that provided 
snacks for the evening.  We had such a fun-filled evening spending time in Scripture and fellowship with one 
another.  Again this year, the main attraction that all of the 5/6 graders enjoyed was Underground Church!  So 
thankful for all of these blessings.  Kristi Ruxlow 
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E-MAIL PRAYER  
MINISTRY 

You would receive an email 1-
2 times weekly with prayer 
requests that come in to the 
office or through our website. 
Then all you need to do is pray 
for these requests at your best 
time. If you are interested in 
being a part of the 100+ people involved, please sign up at 
ñSign up Central" or contact the church office #309-263-
2417 or please contact Linda Bisping at LindaBisp-
ing@comcast.net or 309-264-5326.  New volunteers are 
always welcome to take part. 

ñGive Onlineò cards 
Available next to Highlights in the Narthex. If you give on 
line and feel like you are not participating in the offering 
during worship, you can pick up one of these cards on 
way in to sanctuary and place in offering plate during wor-
ship. If you currently do not give online but would like to 
or learn more about it, go to www.blcmorton.org   

The Women's Mission League offers inspirational 
cards for most occasions. They are available in the 
library area at the church.   Your donation may be 
placed in the slot bottom shelf or turned into the 
office. All gifts are used for Mission projects. Any 
questions please contact Linda Nash 309-346-
8864.  

Please be reminded:  If you will be in the hospi-
tal, you must notify Pastor, call the church office, 
or have family/friend/hospital notify us so we are 
aware.  Because of HIPPA laws, your privacy is 
greatly respected and information will not be giv-
en unless you permit.  Please donôt make us hear 
about it on Facebook... 

If you have recently 
changed your address, 
phone number, or email, 
please notify the church of-
fice either by calling or stop-
ping by the church office to 
let us know.  Your new infor-
mation  may be too late for 
the new directory, but not REALM which is updated 
on a daily basis.  Call 309-263-2417 or e-mail to 
church@bethelmorton.org and we will update your 
information.  It is better to be informed several times 
instead of not at all.      

The schedule for 
special summer 
music is open for 
volunteers to sing 
or share an instru-
ment special with 
our Bethel Family.  
If you would be 
willing to do so, 

please contact Lynette Hoyum 309-613-3778.  Please 
plan to share in the Early and Late services and also 
Saturday if you are available.  Openings will be filled 
on a first-come-first-serve basis.     

BETHELôS BOOK CLUB will meet Mon-
day, June 24 at 7:00pm in the church 
coffee area.  We will be discussing The 
Last Dance, but Not the Last SONG BY 
Rene'e Bondi .  She was our speaker at 
Redeemer Lutheran in Peoria earlier 
this spring.  A few copies are in the church office.  
Checks or cash made payable to Sheila Lovell (309-
925-5347). 

BEGINNING IN JULY WE WILL  MEET  
SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH  
SAME TIME é SAME PLACE.  

 Bethel School Landscaping Project A Success! 
Check out the new front landscaping for Bethel School. The project updated and refreshed 
the main school entrance. The project included: two anchor trees, 20 bushes, 19 plants, 
and 8 volunteer planters; twenty tons of rock and 29 ñRockersò.  Many thanks to all the vol-
unteers (ages 4 to 65+) who worked hard, and the following: 
 John and Malena Rogers of JRôs Landscaping Services (design and LOTS of help) 

Bill Aupperle of Aupperle Construction (concrete bike pad) 
Scott Crank of Crankôs Industrial Coating Services (powder coat bike rack) 
Bethel Lutheran Foundation/Memorials  
Now we need just one more thing to complete the project.   
Does anybody have a giant boulder they would like to donate?   

mailto:LindaBisping@comcast.net
mailto:LindaBisping@comcast.net
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What Is Alzheimer's? 
 
Alzheimer's is a type of dementia that causes problems 
with memory, thinking and behavior. Symptoms usually 
develop slowly and get worse over time, becoming severe 
enough to interfere with daily tasks.  
Understanding Alzheimer's and Dementia  

¶ Alzheimer's is the most common cause of dementia, a 
general term for memory loss and other cognitive abilities 
serious enough to interfere with daily life. Alzheimer's 
disease accounts for 60 percent to 80 percent of dementia 
cases. 

¶ Alzheimer's is not a normal part of aging. The greatest 
known risk factor is increasing age, and the majority of 
people with Alzheimer's are 65 and older. But Alzheimer's 
is not just a disease of old age. 

¶ Alzheimer's worsens over time. Alzheimer's is a pro-
gressive disease, where dementia symptoms gradually 
worsen over a number of years. 
Alzheimer's has no current cure, but treatments for symp-
toms are available and research continues. Although cur-
rent Alzheimer's treatments cannot stop Alzheimer's from 
progressing, they can temporarily slow the worsening of 
dementia symptoms and improve quality of life for those 
with Alzheimer's and their caregivers. 
 
Help is Available 
If you or someone you know has been diagnosed with 
Alzheimer's or another dementia, you are not alone. The 
Alzheimer's Association is the trusted resource for reliable 
information, education, referral and support to millions of  

 

people affected by the disease. 

¶ Call our 24/7 Helpline: 800.272.3900 
Locate your local Alzheimer's Association 
Go to Alzheimer's Navigator to create customized action 
plans and connect with local support services. 

Symptoms of Alzheimer's 
 
The most common early symptom of Alzheimer's is diffi-
culty remembering newly learned information. 
 
Just like the rest of our bodies, our brains change as we 
age. Most of us eventually notice some slowed thinking 
and occasional problems with remembering certain things. 
However, serious memory loss, confusion and other major 
changes in the way our minds work may be a sign that 
brain cells are failing. 
If you need assistance finding a doctor with experience 
evaluating memory problems, your local Alzheimer's As-
sociation can help. Earlier diagnosis and intervention 
methods are improving dramatically, and treatment op-
tions and sources of support can improve quality of life.  
 
Alzheimer's is Not the Only Cause of Memory Loss 
Many people have trouble with memory ð this does NOT 
mean they have Alzheimer's. There are many different 
causes of memory loss. If you or someone you know is 
experiencing symptoms of dementia, it is best to visit a 
doctor so the cause can be determined.  
  

Source:  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀƭȊΦƻǊƎκŀƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊǎ-ŘŜƳŜƴǝŀκǿƘŀǘ-ƛǎ-ŀƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊǎ Accessed 5.13.19 

https://www.alz.org/local_resources/find_your_local_chapter
https://www.alzheimersnavigator.org/
https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/10_signs
https://www.alz.org/local_resources/find_your_local_chapter
https://www.alz.org/local_resources/find_your_local_chapter
https://www.alz.org/alzheimer-s-dementia/research_progress/earlier-diagnosis
https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/what-is-alzheimers%20Accessed%205.13.19
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MATURING 
    ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Ladies Bible Study 
Tuesday 9:00-11:00 am   Room P2 

Childcare available 
 

We begin the summer session June 4.  
Weôll study ñTrusting in Christò  by 
Sarah Young. 
 
Please call the church office to sign up 
for a book (and let us know if you will 
be bringing children for babysitting).  
All ages of women are invited!  We 
would love to have you join us. We are 
a group of gals at all ages and stages 
of life, from new moms to grandmoms. 
The variety of ages / stages  is very 
stimulating as we learn from each 
other.   For questions or sign up, call 
Sheila Lovell at 925-5347. 

Bethel Brothers 
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 am 

2nd Peter 
 A great way to grow in your 
Discipleship journey. 
Led by John Lovell  

T.G.I.F. 
Friday 6:30 - 7:30 am   

 Room 111 
Menôs Bible study. Open to 

all men. 
Led by Ken Newman 

Sunday Adult Electives 9:30-10:30 am 
 

1. Breakfast Bible Class       Pastor Greg       Room P1 
      June 2 and 9  ñThe Holy Spiritò 
      June 16, 23, 30  ñJonah:  Not Being a Jonah When We Really Doò  
 
2.     First Place for Health              Co-Leaders Carolynsue Wolf / Mary Lou Nichols   Room P3 
        ñForever Changedò 
  
3.     RLD in Action Group                                   
 Room 111 
 
5.   Group Prayer Time              Coordinated by Linda Bisping             Prayer Room 126 
      Open to everyone.  Come join us as we worship and pray! 

 
Devotions 

Complimentary Devotion booklets are available at the Connection Center 

Portals of Pray       Hopeful Living 

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY  

Back in the Fall 
Tuesdays  10:00ð11:00am   

Led by Pastor Jeff 
Room P3 
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