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Inside this issue:
The mission of Red Letter Challenge (RLC) is to help people live
more like Jesus. Sadly, when people think of Jesus-followers it is a
far cry from who Jesus actually is. We must change the story and
perception of who Jesus is. At RLC, we believe that if people truly
met the real Jesus, they would really fall in love with Him.
So how do we change the story that we are telling?
We go back to Christ’s words. Those red letters in your Bible. He
had a lot to say to His followers about what we are called to do
and how we are called to live.
The RLC is unique because it takes Christ’s literal words and gives
you practical daily challenges based on those words. RLC believes
that Jesus followers want to be the best Jesus followers that we
can be not out of obligation, but out of gratitude for what Jesus
has done for us!
Do you have what it takes to really follow Jesus?
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We are Making and Maturing disciples of Jesus to Minister
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
Colossians 3:15
During February, as we reflect on God's greatest gift to
us, the gift of His one and only
Son, we are going to try to
stretch our ability to say thanks
for His sacrifice. From Him
comes the sweetest gift of all,
the gift of salvation. It is a gift
that none of us can earn or deserve.
Yet for all this grace, it can
be easy to show less and less
appreciation for various reasons. “Thank you.” Two simple words can play a significant
role in our judgement as we
value the gifts in our lives. We
could even boil it down to one
word: appreciation.
My mom (much to my annoyance) would constantly remind me as a five-year-old to
say it. “Thank you.”
When
you spend time in the homes of
parents with small children, you
can watch four and five-yearolds go through the same
“appreciation school.”
However, as we get older
and our acts of service and
sacrifice grow, we are less inclined to demand a thank you.
We expect people to say it.
When they don’t, we can feel a
lack of appreciation. I am sure
God sees this as well when we
fail to show our appreciation for

all His benefits and grace to us. control over schedules and
sleep just to name two.
So, interestingly enough,
God has built into our lives opCan you imagine our heavportunities
to
go
to enly Father who listens, judges,
“appreciation school.” The les- and acts on our immaturity and
sons to appreciate God's sacri- recklessness for the sake of
fice to us comes when we learn His love for us? God does truhow to sacrifice for others. ly love and sacrifice for us in
When we get married, have ways we would or could ever
children, or even have financial imagine. I hope that as we
goals there is a call to sacrifice. learn through sacrificing for our
These are times or seasons in goals and our loved ones, we
our life when we are put into learn how to appreciate anew
positions where loving some- what God has and continues to
one or accomplishing a goal do for us.
requires a sacrifice. It is here
Please join us in February
where God can really teach us
that love is expensive. Promis- as we see what our sacrifices
es made can be hard to fulfil at to our children, our spouse, and
our finances can teach us in
times.
real life appreciation school
Let's take how children about His sacrifice for us, so
teach us how loving them can we might be able to give thanks
cost us a sense of control. This to the Lord for He is good.
does not mean we abdicate our
role as a primary authority and
disciplinarian in their lives or as
one of their foundational role
models. As individuals, one of
our desires in life is often control and autonomy. We do
much within our power to ensure our lives remain as unruffled by others as possible. In
the immaturity and recklessness, children can completely
shatter such pretenses. Which
is as it should be. Kids can require us to lose our sense of
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BETHEL STAR ARTICLES DEADLINE ...

Please be reminded the article deadline for the March edition of the Bethel Star is Friday, February 22. Folders will
meet at 8:15am on Friday, March 1 to assemble. Extra
copies are made available in the church Narthex at the
Connections Center and can also be accessed on our
church website at www.blcmorton.org Go to multimedia
then file downloads. Highlights are posted there each
week, also.

Bethel’s Monthly Blood
Pressure Screening

Blood pressure screenings are held immediately following church services in the
Church Library on:

BETHEL STAR WILL NO LONGER BE
MAILED OUT UNLESS YOU CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE AND REQUEST IT TO BE!
If you know of someone who needs a copy and
does not have access to the internet or get out
very often, please let Alanna in the church office
know. Thank you!

Saturday, February 9
7:00 pm
Sunday, February 10
9:00 am and 11:45 am

12/18/2018 to 01/21/2019
MEMBERSHIP INS

Adult Baptism

Logan Thomas Dirks

Infant Baptism

Mila Maureen Clark
Easton Phillip Dirks

REJOICING MILESTONES
Birthdays 80+ Years
02/05 Violet Schreiber
02/28 Diann Fortman

Transfer

91
81

Anniversaries 50+ Years
02/11 Morrie and Sandie Bruns

Child Baptism

Elena Reese Clark

57

Andrew Benning

Jody and Callie McDiffett
and their baptized children
Reed (10), Ian (7), Rowan (3)
Dick and Barb Ruckle

MEMBERSHIP OUTS

Released to Church of Choice
Elena Reese Clark
Mila Maureen Clark

Bethel’s Online Media and Publications

Want to listen to previous sermons or check out this month’s publications, including the Bethel Star, Highlights, and Kingdom
Helpers? Simply go to www.blcmorton.org/media. From there you can open the media player to listen to previous sermons or on
the right side bar (in the green box) you can click “publications”, which will take you to the page where you can download this
month’s publications simply by clicking on them!

MIDWEEK TRADITIONAL HYMNAL SERVICES ON WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30am
FEBRUARY 6, 13 and 27 (Weather Permitting) NO SERVICE ON 20th
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Bethel Lutheran Ministries Vision for Christ Debt Reduction Campaign
Update through December 31, 2018
God continues to richly bless Bethel and our efforts to reduce our mortgage
debt.
CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Campaign pledge commitments

Number
171

Amount
$2,038,917

Donations received from 10/01/17 through 12/31/18
from supporters without a recorded pledge

69

$131,392

Total pledge commitments and additional gifts

240

$2,170,309

Debt Status as of December 31, 2018

(NOTE
A)

Short-term loan 3.99%
Long-term loan 4.75%
Total Debt

$200,000
3,000,000
$3,200,000

NOTE A---Subsequent offerings received at end of December and in early
January have allowed us to reduce the short-term loan to $100,000 as of
January 9, 2019
Praise the Lord!

GOD MOMENTS ...
AS A REMINDER …
If you are going to be absent on the date
you are scheduled to serve, please request a
sub through the email reminder you should be
receiving that week. This allows others to view
and accept your date and time to serve. This
allows others to view and accept your date and
time to take it for you. If you are not receiving
the email providing this information, please
contact Linda Lopez in the church office linda@bethelmorton.org or 309-263-2417 or 309635-1364 and let her know ASAP. We want
you to be informed/reminded/replaced when
you are scheduled.
We are always in need of people to get involved in Bethel’s serving ministry. If you have
a place you would like to be scheduled, please
contact Linda Lopez in the church office at 309263-2417 or linda@bethelmorton.org.
New
schedules are being prepared for the July 1,
2018 through June 30, 2019 serving year! WE
NEED YOU TO JOIN THE FUN OF SERVING
GOD!

Everyone has “God Moments” !

Would you be willing to share yours? We
would like to have “God Moments” shared
once a month in worship services. Prayerfully
you have been present when these have
been given. If you are ready to share one of
your “God Moments”, please contact Pastor
Jeff 309-263-2417. If you have a “God Moment” you would like to share, but are feeling
like you cannot due to being unsure or nervous, pray for God’s direction and see what He
has planned for you.
Communion is served the first and third
weekends of each month in all weekend
services. Common cup is made available.
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“Give Online” cards

Available next to Highlights in the Narthex. If you give on line
and feel like you are not participating in the offering during
worship, you can pick up one of these cards on way in to
sanctuary and place in offering plate during worship. If you
currently do not give online but would like to or learn more
about it, go to www.blcmorton.org

Serving from 5:00 – 6:00pm

P1; P2

ASH Wednesday, March 6
(No meal served)
Wednesday, March 13
Elders
Menu to be decided.
Wednesday, March 20
Stien Small Group
Chilli, Hot Dogs, Vegetables, and Dessert

Wednesday, March 27
OPEN / Call Church Office
Wednesday, April 3
OPEN / Call Church Office
Wednesday, April 10
Bethel School Staff
Baked Potato Bar, Salad, and Dessert
A freewill offering will be collected to help cover
expenses for the meal.
Contact the church office if your group would
like to plan, prepare, serve, and clean-up for
one of the open weeks. When you reserve your
evening, please give us your menu so it can be
posted for our Bethel Family to know what will

Please be reminded: If you will be in the hospital, you must notify Pastor, call the church
office, or have family/friend/hospital notify us
so we are aware. Because of HIPPA laws,
your privacy is greatly respected and information will not be given unless you permit.

The Women's Mission League offers inspirational cards
for most occasions. They are available in the library area at the church. Your donation may be placed in the
slot bottom shelf or turned into the office. All gifts are
used for Mission projects. Any questions please contact
Linda Nash 309-346-8864.

E-MAIL PRAYER MINISTRY

You would receive an email 1-2 times weekly with prayer
requests that come in to the office or through our website.
Then all you need to do is pray
for these requests at your best
time. If you are interested in being a part of the 100+ people involved, please sign up at “Sign
up Central" or contact the
church office #309-263-2417 or
please contact Linda Bisping at
LindaBisping@comcast.net
or
309-264-5326. New volunteers
are always welcome to take part.
***If you want your prayer request included in the corporate
prayers during services, you must give your permission
through the church office.

Guys college-age and up basketball at
Bethel School on Queenwood in Morton
Sunday nights from 7:00-9:00pm
through April
Any questions?
Contact Michael Remmele
@ 447-6273
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All Church Study
2019

February 2

Small Group Leader Breakfast

February 9

Books and Study Guides available

February 9 & 10
February 16 & 17
February 23 & 24

Small Group display and sign-ups available

Week of
February 24

Begin the 40 days of reading / groups begin to meet

March 2 & 3

First Sermon
February 2019

Realm Updates:


If you are NOT able to get in to your REALM profile, please contact me. #309-263-2417 OR
#309-264-8534



If you are having any trouble with your phone app, like not receiving your messages in
Realm, you must completely delete the App and all of it’s contents and reinstall. The name of
App is “Connecting Our Church Community”. You will need to sign in to the program again with
the password you created. If you do not remember your password, click “forgot password”.



Yes, the ANDROID phone app is still having problems. Realm is working on it. I am as frustrated as you! PLEASE use the computer version of Realm until the app is fixed. Search
www.onrealm.org and then use your same password you have for the phone app. The
username is your email in Realm.



Messages are now being called “Chats”. That’s it, just a name change. Works just the same.



Group leaders have a new way to communicate with their group members. Leaders compose messages email messages in Realm Inbox, and these messages are delivered based on
the notification settings for that group that the members selects. This is currently only available
on the computer version NOT the phone app yet.
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MATURING

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday Adult Electives 9:30-10:30 am
1. Breakfast Bible Class
“Making Sense of Sacrifice”

Pastor Greg

Room P1

2. Bethel Basics:
Pastor Jeff
Room110
February 3 and 10 Completion of a 5-week class that reviewed the Lutheran doctrine along with the 3M
approach here at Bethel. This class is great for anyone attending Bethel, but especially anyone wanting to
become a member.
Followed by 5-week class, Lifelong Journey, that will help with instruction for maturing your Christian walk
with practical directive insights to having a closer walk with the Lord.
Please sign up in Realm, Sign-Up Central or call church office 309-263-2417.
3. First Place for Health
“Forever Changed ”
Room P3
Forever Changed, a First Place for Health Bible study, will show you how our thoughts impact our
attitudes, emotions, and behaviors from the moment we open our eyes in the morning to the minute we fall
asleep at night. If we want to become the people God created us to be and experience life as He intended, it is
essential for us to develop godly thinking patterns. This happens as we allow God to renew our minds, which
is what this study is about. If you need more information or want to join the class, please contact Linda Moore
@309-264-9459 Led by Carolynsue Wolf / Mary Lou Nichols.
4. “RLD in Action” Group
Room 111
Group of people that have completed the study, Real Life Discipleship, and desire to put what they learned
into action.
5. Faith Milestones Class (Baptism)
February 10 & 17

Ladies Bible Study
Tuesday 9:00-11:00 am Room 110
Childcare available
Beginning a new study January 8th;
Beth Moore Study on 1st and 2nd
Thessalonians. We would love to
have you join us. We are a group of
gals at all ages and stages of life, from
new moms to grandmoms. The variety
of ages / stages is very stimulating as
we learn from each other.
For
questions or sign up, call Sheila Lovell
at 925-5347

Karen Remmele

Room P2

Judges
Tuesdays 10:00—11:00am
Led by Pastor Jeff
Room P3

T.G.I.F.
Friday 6:30 - 7:30 am
Room 111
Men’s Bible study. Open to
all men.
Led by Ken Newman

Bethel Brothers
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 am
Study on 1st & 2nd Peters.
A great way to grow in your
Discipleship journey.
Led by John Lovell

Devotions
Complimentary Devotion
booklets are available at the
Connection Center

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY
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LHV Cookie Walk Update
It is my sincere pleasure to announce that the Annual Cookie
Walk was an overwhelming success!
Our goal was to raise
$2,000 for LHV’s Benevolent
Fund. I am happy to report that in
2018, we raised over $2,100! Our
gratitude to Pam Roberts who
was a huge help. LWGP also
thanks the members of Bethel
that baked and delivered goodies
for December 13. We had oodles
of cookies and at least 4 kinds of
homemade fudge. Our continuous flow of customers from 8-11
am was a joy to see. LHV residents were all smiles. The LHV
employees began the day with a
6:00am staff breakfast dressed in
their holiday finest and having the
Cookie Walk afterwards was a bonus. The ladies of LWGP say.
“Thank you!” for your generosity.
He will teach us His ways, so that
we may walk in His paths.
Isaiah 2:3

I wish to thank Bethel members for
prayers, both get well wishes and
birthday cards, visits and food sent
to me in the past few weeks. Your
generosity has been so much appreciated by both of us. It is such a
blessing to be a part of our Bethel
Family. May God Bless each of you as
you have blessed us.
Hazel Stansbury

Thank you to those who supported the
Panama bake sale, which raised
$1,003. These funds will be added to
our Bethel VBS children's offerings and
a door offering held earlier this year.
Your generosity enables the three missions we help support in Panama to
reach many children with their Vacation Bible Schools.

The Panama Mission Team

Thank you message from Dios es Grande Lutheran Church, Loma Cova, Panama
Bethel Lutheran VBS children designated their offerings and funds were collected
from a December bake sale. Each of 3 sites in Panama received $600.
I want to let you know that we had our Vacation Bible School (VBS) last week and
everything went very well, thanks to God. The theme was “Fruits of the Holy
Spirit.” We had 150 children. We invited more since we had more money with
which to work. Last year we had 80 children, and the majority were from this
area. The total cost was $581. The Amazing Grace mission will have their VBS
next week and the Bethel mission will have their’s the first week in March. In
finishing, I want to thank you from my whole heart for all the brothers and sisters who have an offering to collect this quantity of money, especially to those
who worked so hard baking and selling of the baked goods. Without your help,
our VBS would not have been so successful. Blessings to you,
Brother Domiciano
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February - Against the Flow
February 6th
February 13th
February 20th
February 27th -Tentative bowling night at

Potter’s Alley

All dates listed above meet from 7:008:30pm, unless otherwise noted.
.Kid’s in Christ
Kid’s In Christ for 5th/6th graders meets
Wednesday, February 6th , 7-8:30pm in the
school commons! This month we’re going
to have some superhero fun! Superheroes have superpowers and so do we!
Join us for the fun!

Acolytes
Please be checking your schedule! Also,
please make sure you are arriving in time
to light the candles before service - 10
minutes early! Reminder! Please be utilizing the Ministry Scheduler on the website for any substitution requests! If you
need help, contact Jonathan Guse or Linda
Lopez at the church!

Out-of-office
Jonathan Guse will be out of the office on a
two-week leave once his daughter has
been born. This will begin no later than
January 26th. He will be checking email on
occasion during leave, but please allow
time for him to respond.

High School Sunday
Morning Bible Cl ass
Persecution - what comes to mind when
you hear that word?
Crucifixions?
Christians forced into the arena? Other?
We tend to think of it as something that
only happened to the early church, but
we couldn’t be more wrong. Persecution is still happening today. Join us on
Sunday mornings for a study on the
Christian documentary, Love Costs Everything. Parents - This film depicts and
conveys messages of real events of violent persecution. If you have any questions or would like to preview the film,
please contact Jonathan Guse.

Confirmation
Classes are in full swing for 7th/8th
grade students each Wednesday, from 7
-8:30pm. This semester we’ll be working through the 10 Commandments!
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Plan to come early for Sunday School and Adult Education and join the fun in
the Parish Hall on Sunday,
February 17 from 9:00am to
9:30am as we welcome our
newest Bethel Family members to our congregation.
Light refreshments will be
available.

Bethel’s Book Club will meet on Monday,
February 25 at 7:00pm in Bethel Church coffee area. For further information on this
month’s read, please contact Sheila Lovell
309-925-5347 with any questions.

Thank you for your continued support. Please keep Bethel School and Preschool in your prayers as
Page 11
we undertake the great blessing of molding young hearts and minds with God’s love!

2018—2019 THEME

… Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible.”
Matthew 19:26

Warmest February Greetings!
As we are now entering the tax season in full
swing, I thought I would throw some numbers out in this
installment that may be of interest to you as a congregation member.
Every year, I have to complete what is called a
School Statistics Report for the Synod, so that they can
monitor the health of all of the schools nationally (and
worldwide).
While I don’t have the national averages yet, I do
have the averages in our district which consists of 24
schools. When looking at finances, the most prominent
number we look at is how much church support is coming
to our school from our operating congregation. As you may
know, every year at budget time, we project how much we
can expect to come in through tuition, through direct donations to the school, and through third-source funding. The
amount that is left over is considered Congregational support. We are currently operating at a congregational support level of 8%. The district average is 48%, with the
highest school being 99% funded by the congregation.
We are very humbled to be able to offer what we do being
mostly funded by those attending our school and those
who feel strongly enough about our ministry to donate to it
directly. There was only one school to my knowledge lower than us. There is an association school (that is a school
made up of more than one congregation) that operates at
a support level of 0%. We currently serve almost 340 students at our school. That number represents many lives

that are being touched for $96 per student.
Other numbers that are very telling are that this
past year, 4 of our students were baptized into the Lutheran faith and 8 adults at our school have joined our church
through Confirmation and/or Adult Baptism.
Of course, we are not content to set back and be
complacent with these numbers; there is always room for
improvement. But the biggest area I pray we can focus on
is the numbers of congregational children that attend our
school. Right now, our school is made up of 25% Bethel
Church member families and 75% non-member. It is our
hope to be able to serve more of our congregation members.
Speaking of that, a very important date to mark on
your calendar is March 7. Starting with that date and for
the next week and a half after that is a special registration
period for Bethel members only. This applies to both the
preschool and elementary school.
Another special date after that is March 16. We
are trying something new this year. On that date we will
have both our Bethel Fired-Up 5k Race and the Pancake
Breakfast/Open House. So lace up your running shoes,
compete in a healthy activity, and then come in and eat
some great food!
Thank you as always for your support!

John Jacob
Principal

Bethel Lutheran School hosts a chapel service every Wednesday school is in session in the church sanctuary. Chapel begins
at 8:30am except for the last Wednesday of the month, chapel begins at 9:00am to include the Preschool. The congregation
is invited and welcome to attend.

We will begin the month of February celebrating the friends God has given us, including our very best friend, Jesus! We will learn about the many things we can do to care
for our friends and then make and exchange Valentines with each other. We will also
learn about our country’s leaders and the importance of recognizing them on Presidents’ Day, and, at the end of the month, we will celebrate Pajama Day during “P
Week!”
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An exciting fund-raising program that lets you maintain your current budgeted items for groceries, fuel, restaurants, department stores, home improvements, toys, electronics, and many other merchants. SCRIP is simply a gift card or gift certificate that you purchase and use as cash. Bethel Lutheran School benefits from your
purchases in that a portion of the purchase goes directly to the school. More importantly, you may opt for
50% of the SCRIP profit to be designated to your tuition, Bethel Lutheran School, or Bethel Lutheran Church.
SCRIP makes excellent gifts that your loved ones will enjoy using at their favorite merchants! Several of the
local merchants include: Lennie's, Basta's, The Confectionary, Eli's, Burger King, Casey's, KFC, Dairy
Queen, Shell, Kroger, Pizza Hut, and Culvers.
For a full list of retailers go to Bethel School webpage bethellutheranschool.org
SCRIP can be purchased:
- Monday through Friday from 8:30-9:00 a.m. in the school commons
- By placing your order in the SCRIP box outside the school office
- At church on Sunday mornings between services
To purchase or order:
1. Fill out an order form (found in the white box in the school entryway)
2. Include cash or check for total order (credit cards no longer accepted)
3. Receive your gift cards immediately if in stock or by Friday if ordered.
Orders not in stock must be placed by 9:00 a.m. Monday in order to be received by Friday morning
For information on on-line ordering, please contact::
Jennifer Behnke at 309-370-4570 or behnke4@comcast.net

