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       Newsletter 

CELEBRATE THIS SEASON WITH BETHEL! 
 

Holiday Schedule 
 

Thanksgiving Eve – 6:30pm 
Wednesday, November 27 

  Join us for dinner 
Soup/Grilled Cheese/Dessert  

Serving 5:00-6:00pm       
 Freewill Offering    
 

Saturdays Contemporary Service 
6:00pm 

December 7, 14, 21, and 28 
 

Sundays Traditional Service  
8:00am 

Sundays Fellowship Time 
9:00-9:30am 

Sundays Education Hour 
  9:30-10:30am 

Sundays Blended Service 
10:45am 

 
 

Wednesday Midweek Advent 10:30am & 6:30pm 
December 4, 11, and 18 

(18th Children’s Christmas Program) 
 

Tuesday, Christmas Eve 
4:00pm      Family 
6:30pm      Family 

                  11:00pm    Candlelight 
 

Wednesday, Christmas Day 
  9:00am 
 

Tuesday, New Year’s Eve 
  6:30pm     New Year’s Eve 

“THE GLORY OF CHRISTMAS” 
Adult Christmas Cantata 

Sunday, December 8, 2019  
8:00am and 10:45am Worship 

 
Special Christmas Music will also be celebrated during the worship services on 

December 14 and 15 

http://www.blcmorton.org
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We are Making and Maturing disciples of Jesus to Minister  

Advent is upon us. We are going to spend the month of 
December attempting to point you to the Hope that has 
come into the world with some earthy and authentic de-
tails.  Our Sunday worship services are on HOPE.  Our 
Wednesday worship services are on looking at the story 
authentically without all the glamor and romanticism 
of the event. Our Breakfast Bible is on prophecies and 
how vague poetic language can bring hope, even if you 
are not into poetry. 
 

The purpose is that this Christmas, 2019, we might be 
challenged to see that this child was, is, and will always 
be the hope that never disappointed. We want to peal 
back the nostalgia and show the earthiness of the story of 
Christmas.  He was born homeless. He lived as a refu-
gee. His mother bore the stigma of being pregnant, but 
not married, in a very religious culture. 
 

The message of Christmas acknowledges the world and 
human life, but has some dark places in them. The more 
you look for the solutions and the more you think about it, 
the darker it gets.  Fox News and CNN both agree.  “The 
world can be a dark place.  Don’t you feel it?” 
 

The message of Christmas is … Unless God has sent His 
Son into the world, unless God has revealed Himself 
through the Son who He sent into the world, there is no 
light for the world. Listen to the stories of Fox.  They say 
the same thing. Spend time with CNN and you will hear 
them say the same thing. That’s the message of Christ-
mas. Right here. Can you see it? You can understand 
why people run off to the mystics or why they run off to 
politicians. People do run off to the therapists. They run 
off to all these people trying to get meaning in life.  But 
there is no light any other place. That is the message of 
Christmas.  You know that is true. 
 

First of all, if you do not know Jesus personally, if you 
have no confidence that Christmas really happened, if 
you just think it’s a nice idea, but you don’t really know 
that it really happened, you don’t know that God really 
sent His Son into the world to live and to die on earth for 
us,  If you don’t know that, don’t you understand there’s 
really no way you should take Christmas and use it the 
way we do to make light, groundless little statements 
about how if we just hold hands everything will be all 
right? If we just get together in a circle and love each oth-
er everything will be all right. 
An honest look at Christmas won’t let you do that. Christi-
anity is not sentimental at all. Every other kind of non-

Christian philosophy tries to console you like this.  They 
say, “Buck up. Things aren’t that bad. In every cloud there 
is a silver lining.”  Christianity is far more realistic than 
any non-Christian philosopher or any non-Christian is re-
ally prepared to be. Christianity would never say, “Oh, 
things aren’t so bad.”  Christianity says, “Things are just 
as bad as the worst and most pessimistic analyst says 
they are. Nevertheless …” 
 

You see?  Nevertheless … Christians will not be light-
hearted little Smurfs. There’s no sentimentality. There’s 
no nostalgia about the message of Christmas. Not at all. 
It says, “The world is dark.”  Human life is a dark place. 
That’s where the comfort is if God has actually done what 
Christmas has always said He had done. Apart from that, 
every smart person knows there is no hope. There is no 
light. Don’t you see? Unless Christmas is true, there is no 
light at all and there’s no comfort, so stop being chirpy. 
That’s what Christmas says. 
 

What we offer to the world in Jesus is something serious-
ly helpful. If there’s a God, if He sent Jesus Christ into the 
world to die for us, if He was born as a baby and He died 
for us and He rose triumphant over the grave and He is 
King, Counselor, Advocate, Lord of the heavens, and now 
He is seated at the right hand of God the Father, and 
He’s ruling all things until He puts everything under His 
feet, and someday we’re going to rule and reign with Him 
… If all of this is true, there is light and there is comfort. If 
that’s not true, there is no light and there is no comfort. 

We hope this December 2019 that it might be-
come truer than ever to you. 
 

Behold the Light has come.  Let it come to you! 
 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and 
without Him was not anything made that was made. 4 In Him was life and the life was 
the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.                                                  John 1:1-5 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.welcomewildlife.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F01%2FSkunk-eating-e1449337376978.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.welcomewildlife.com%2Fkeep-yard-safe-for-wildlife%2F&docid=xvi-X5Wi1T05OM&tbnid=Vb
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10/31/2019  to  11/18/2019 
 

MEMBERSHIP INS 
 

Adult Baptism 
Joyce Ann Winkel  

 

Infant Baptism 
Collette Cassidy Benning 

 

Adult Confirmation 
Dena Carnal 

Baptized Son:  Nick Carnal (10)  
 

Jered and Elizabeth Ewing 
Baptized Song:  Emmitt Ewing (3) 
Baptized Daughter:  Lyla Ewing (1)  

 

Britney Logue  
 

Shayla Winkel 
 

MEMBERSHIP OUTS 
 

Transferred to Glory 
 Karen Lee (Jackson) Lagerbloom  

Eleanor J. Meyer  

REJOICING MILESTONES 
 

Birthdays 80+  Years 
 
12/13  Irene Kaps     89 
12/16  Harold Mooberry    83 
12/23  Dean Elsas     87 
12/30  Bob Eicken     85 

 
 
 

Anniversaries 50+ Years 
 
12/02  Roy & Pat Kuykendall    63 
12/09  Bob & Ruth Reinken    68 
12/19  Bob & Marilyn Gossmeyer   55 
12/24  Terry & Janice Johnson   51 

 
MIDWEEK TRADITIONAL HYMNAL SERVICES ON WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30am 

DECEMBER 4, 11, and 18 
 

Bethel’s Monthly Blood  
Pressure Screening 

Blood pressure screenings are held im-
mediately following church services in the 
Church Library on: 

 
Saturday, December 7 

7:00 pm 
  

Sunday, December 8 
9:00 am and 11:45 am 

Bethel’s Online Media and Publications 
Want to listen to previous sermons or check out this month’s publications, including the Bethel Star, Highlights, 
and Kingdom Helpers?  Simply go to www.blcmorton.org/media.  From there you can open the media player to 
listen to previous sermons or on the right side bar (in the green box) you can click “publications”, which will take 
you to the page where you can download this month’s publications simply by clicking on them!  

BETHEL STAR ARTICLES DEADLINE ... 
Please be reminded the article deadline for the January edition 
of the Bethel Star is Friday, December 13.  Folders will meet at 
8:15am on Friday, December 20 to assemble.   Earlier due to 
Christmas.  Extra copies are made available in the church Nar-
thex at the Connections Center and can also be accessed on 
our church website at www.blcmorton.org  Go to multimedia 
then file downloads.  Highlights are posted there each week, 
also. 

Communion is served the first and third weekends of 
each month in all weekend services. Common cup is 
made available. 

http://www.blcmorton.org/media
http://www.bethellutheranmorton.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.welcomewildlife.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F01%2FSkunk-eating-e1449337376978.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.welcomewildlife.com%2Fkeep-yard-safe-for-wildlife%2F&docid=xvi-X5Wi1T05OM&tbnid=Vb
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“Give Online” cards 
Available next to Highlights in the Narthex. If you give on 
line and feel like you are not participating in the offering 
during worship, you can pick up one of these cards on 
way in to sanctuary and place in offering plate during wor-
ship. If you currently do not give online but would like to 
or learn more about it, go to www.blcmorton.org   

The Women's Mission League offers inspirational 
cards for most occasions. They are available in the 
library area at the church.   Your donation may be 
placed in the slot bottom shelf or turned into the 
office. All gifts are used for Mission projects. Any 
questions please contact Linda Nash 309-346-
8864.  

Please be reminded:  If you will be in the hospi-
tal, you must notify Pastor, call the church office, 
or have family/friend/hospital notify us so we are 
aware.  Because of HIPPA laws, your privacy is 
greatly respected and information will not be giv-
en unless you permit.  Please don’t make us hear 
about it on Facebook... 

If you have recently 
changed your address, 
phone number, or email, 
please notify the church of-
fice either by calling or stop-
ping by the church office to 
let us know.  Your new in-
formation  may be too late 
for the new directory, but not REALM which is updat-
ed on a daily basis.  Call 309-263-2417 or e-mail to 
church@bethelmorton.org and we will update your 
information.  It is better to be informed several times 
instead of not at all.      

Elsas’ Small Group has prepared frozen 
meals to be shared with shut-ins, those re-
covering from surgery, new neighbors, or 
when you see a need.  There is a notebook 
provided for you to record what meal you take 
and the purpose to help the group plan for 
their next cooking day.  

LWGP DINER BOOKS 
The Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria is 
offering the Peoria Dining Tour Coupon 
Book again this year.  They are available in 
the church office during regular business 
hours until Monday, December 16.   Cou-
pons are valid until October 31, 2020.  The 
cost is $30 with check made payable to 
LWGP.  Ten dollars from each book will go 
equally to LWGP, the Lutheran Hillside Vil-
lage, and Lutheran Social Services of Illi-
nois.  There are over 200 valuable BUY-
ONE — GET-ONE FREE COUPONS VAL-
ID AT LOCAL AREA RESTAURANTS.  
These books make great birthday, anniver-
sary, or Christmas gifts for family and 
friends.   

Bethel’s Monday, December 9th’s Book 
Club will be discussing The Case For 
Christmas by Lee Strobel.  
 
“Some say He would become a great moral 
leader.  Others. A social critic.  Still others 
view Jesus as a profound philosopher, a 
rabbi, a feminist, a prophet, and more.  
Many are convinced He was the Divine Son 
of God.”   
 
We meet offsite this month at Jack’s Res-
taurant in Tremont.  Come and join us! 
 
Questions can be directed to Sheila Lovell 
at (309) 657-6901. 
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You would receive an email 1-2 
times weekly with prayer re-
quests that come in to the office 
or through our website. Then all 
you need to do is pray for these 
requests at your best time. If you 
are interested in being a part of 

the 100+ people involved, please sign up at “Sign up 
Central" or contact the church office #309-263-
2417 or please contact Linda Bisping at LindaBisp-
ing@comcast.net or 309-264-5326.  New volunteers 
are always welcome to take part. 
 

***If you want your prayer request included in the cor-
porate prayers during services, you must give your 
permission through the church office. 

Guys college-age and up basketball at Bethel 
School Gym on Queenwood Road in Morton 

Sunday nights from 7:00-9:00pm 
Through April   

Any questions? 
Contact Michael Remmele  

@ 309-657-7925 

We are again giving you the opportunity to order Christmas poinsettias that will be 
used to decorate our church for the holiday season.  The plants will come from 
Johnson’s Floral in Morton.  Each plant will be $20 and is complete with foil and a 
bow.  Checks should be made payable to Bethel Lutheran Church and placed in 
the offering plate or turned into the church office.  Please specify “poinsettia”.  The 
sign-up sheet is located in the foyer at Sign-Up Central.  We ask that you leave 
your plant at the church throughout the holiday services, then take it home following 
the Christmas Day Service on December 25

th
.  You may call the church office (309-

263-2417) or Malena Rogers (309-387-2050) if you have questions. 

THANK YOU FOR BEING AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT AT BETHEL IN ...  
1. Providing 40 adults/children Christmas gifts this season through Lutheran Social  
 Services Holiday Hope Chest.  
2. 28 Pints of blood in our blood drive in November  
3. Donating food/money to feed 48 families with a Thanksgiving box through our Food 

Pantry. 
4. 200+ people donated $1,200 in support of the Youth Chili Luncheon on Sunday, No-

vember 17 to provide funds for summer mission trip and future youth activities. 
5. 100 people attended The Kramers Concert and donated $1,000 
6. Bethel School had 39+ Veteran guests and families attend their special Veterans 

Day Program on Monday, November 11.  Guests in attendance enjoyed light refresh-
ments and great fellowship following the program.      

 
MAKING   …   MATURING   …   MINISTERING  

WITH YOUR BETHEL FAMILY! 

mailto:LindaBisping@comcast.net
mailto:LindaBisping@comcast.net
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John Jacob / Principal 

Renata Anderson  
Assistant Principal 

Frank Krebs / Chairman 

Ryan Loudermilk 
Co-Chairman 

Rachel Chaffer 

Mark Gingerich 

Janice Kinsinger 

Pam Lichtenstein 
 

Mailee Smith  
 

2019/2020 BETHEL 
SCHOOL BOARD 

Thank you for your continued support.  Please keep Bethel School and Preschool 
in your prayers as we undertake another exciting school year!  

2019—2020 THEME 

Follow God’s example, 
therefore, as dearly loved 
children  and walk in the 
way of love. 

Ephesians 5:1-2a 

Bethel Lutheran School hosts a chapel service every Wednesday school is in session in the 
church sanctuary.  Chapel begins at 8:30am except for the last Wednesday of the month, 
chapel begins at 9:00am to include the Preschool.  The congregation is invited and welcome 
to attend.   

Bethel Lutheran School is dedicated to serv-
ing the whole life of each child and his/her 
family, for the sake of, and in the name of, 
Jesus Christ. 

Bethel Lutheran Ministries places an ex-
tremely high value on full-time Christian edu-
cation. A Christ-centered, Bible-based reli-
gion curriculum is combined with God-
pleasing discipline to prepare our students 
for citizenship on earth as well as in Heaven. 
Our school counsels, teaches, and influ-
ences our students. We consider Christian 
living here on earth as the beginning of an 
eternal life with Jesus 

Bethel Lutheran School strives to achieve 
the above standards in addition to educating 
young minds from preschool-8th grade in the 

state-approved curriculum. The school has a 
positive, loving atmosphere because we be-
lieve the school is an extension of the Chris-
tian home. Extra activities, assemblies, field 
trips, and worship experiences are planned 
for Christian growth and fellowship. Bethel 
Lutheran School is accredited by both the 
state of Illinois and the National Lutheran 
School Association. 

Please take some time to explore our site! If 
you have questions, want more information, 
or would like to set up a tour, please give us 
a call at 309-266-6592 or click the button 
below. We look forward to hearing from you!  

John Jacob / Principal 

December is an exciting month for our preschoolers!  In 
preparation for Jesus’ birthday, we’ve been singing 
songs, creating ornaments, and decking the halls. The 
sights and sounds of Christmas are in the air.  Our 
Christmas programs will be at 6:30pm on December 9 
and 10 in the Bethel sanctuary.  
Come hear us sing praises to our newborn King! 

Scrip Available Every Sunday 
 

Scrip is available Sunday AM during Coffee Hour at  the round table in coffee 
area. There will be a sign on table so you can identify where you can purchase it. 
This is such an EASY way for our congregation to support the school. 
PLEASE stop by to learn more about it!  Available in the church office during the 
week, too. 
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MATURING 
    ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Ladies Bible Study 
Tuesday 9:00-11:00 am   Room P2 

Childcare available 
 

September 10 we will begin our study 
“Discerning the Voice of God” by 
Priscilla Shirer. 
 
Please call the church office to sign up 
for a book (and let us know if you will 
be bringing children for babysitting).  
All ages of women are invited!  We 
would love to have you join us. We are 
a group of gals at all ages and stages 
of life, from new moms to grandmoms. 
The variety of ages / stages  is very 
stimulating as we learn from each 
other.   For questions or sign up, call 
Sheila Lovell at 309-925-5347. 

Bethel Brothers 
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 am 

II Peter 
 A great way to grow in your 

Discipleship journey. 
Led by John Lovell  

T.G.I.F. 
Friday 6:30 - 7:30 am   

 Room 111 
Men’s Bible study.  
Open to all men. 

Led by Ken Newman 

Sunday Adult Electives 9:30-10:30 am 
 

1. Breakfast Bible Class   Pastor Jeff Anderson    Room P1 
      “Prophecy and Reality”    December   
 

2.   First Place for Health              Co-Leaders Carolynsue Wolf / Mary Lou Nichols               Room P3 
  

4.   RLD in Action Group                                               Room 111 
 

5.   Coffee With Jesus  Coordinated by Linda Bisping              Prayer Room 126 
      Open to everyone.  Each session is a stand-alone meeting, so come as your schedule permits.  Bring  your 
 coffee or other preferred beverage and join us.  We take time to visit and share about our week and things 
 happening in our lives.  We do a devotion and Bible reading and talk about how we can apply this to our lives.  
 We end in prayer where we lay it all at the feet of Jesus!  

 
 

 
Devotions 

Complimentary Devotion booklets are available at the 

Connection Center 

Portals of Pray       Hopeful Living 

Advent Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY  

“ACTS” 
 

Tuesdays  10:00—11:00am   
Led by Pastor Jeff 

Room P3 
Join at anytime.  
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It’s about that time to begin holiday 
preparations … 
 
Do you like to bake? 
If you are willing to bake prior to Thursday, 
December 12 we need you!   We are asking 
for sweet treats, specifically cookies and 
candies, for the Annual Cookie Walk at Lu-
theran Hillside Village.  Please put your 
items in a container that you do not need 
back.  Please have your donations dropped 
off at Bethel’s church kitchen by 11:00am 
on Thursday, December 12 and we will get 
them to Lutheran Hillside Village in Peoria.  
They should be marked “For LHV Cookie 
Walk”.  If you miss the drop-off time, you can 
take them to the main entrance at LHV, 6901 
N. Galena Road, Peoria.  The residents will 
be delighted with your efforts of making 
homemade goodies.  Proceeds benefit 
LHV’s Benevolent Fund.  What a delicious 
way to share your talents for others!    
  

Christmas cookies, anyone? 
Fudge, Christmas cut outs, Thumbprints, 
Chocolate Covered Popcorn, Peanut Brittle, 
No Bake Cookies, Chocolate Chip, Peanut 
Butter Blossoms, Springerlie Cookies, holi-
day treats by the dozen.  That’s what you 
will find at the Annual Cookie Walk at Lu-
theran Hillside Village. Stop by between 
8:00-11:00 am on Friday, December 13.   Lo-
cated in the main lobby/front entrance to 
LHV, 6901 North Galena Road, Peoria.  

Public welcome! 
Proceeds benefit LHV’s Benevolent Fund for 
those residents that outlive their resources.  

December 14 / 15, 1019 
Benefit Panama Missions 

 
The Panama Mission Team will sponsor a 
bake sale after and between services Sat-
urday evening and Sunday morning, De-
cember 14 and 15.  All donations received 
will go to support Vacation Bible Schools 
(VBS) at three mission sites in Panama.  
You may participate by supplying baked 
good and/or purchasing these items.  In 
past years, bake sale contributions com-
bined with our Bethel VBS children’s dona-
tions have enabled approximately 200 chil-
dren to participate in VBS programs during 
the months of January and February in Pan-
ama.  If you have questions or need to have 
baked items picked up, please contact : 

Beckie Dickerson 
309-266-5652 

ddrd@itv-3.com 
 

Many thanks for your support. 

The ALL SAINTS BANNERs each year on All Saints Day are 
made by Sharon Aubuchon who also makes all of the bap-
tismal banners and any special banners requested 
throughout the year.  Her love and commitment to these 
acts of love do not go unnoticed and we send her a huge 
“THANK YOU” and hearts full of gratitude and apprecia-
tion for helping us remember our loved ones and the spe-
cial memory made in our spiritual walk at baptism.  God 
has blessed her with a special talent she so openly shares 
with others. 

mailto:ddrd@itv-3.com
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.Acolytes 

The August-November  schedule is now  

available!  Families, please make sure you check 

your schedule as summer picks up.  And as a 

friendly reminder, please secure any substitutes 

using the Ministry Volunteer Scheduler on our web-

site. 

.Advent in a Box  

Family Devotions 

All families are invited to take a shoe box filled with 

devotions for families to do once a week until 

Christmas!   

High School Sunday  

Morning Bible Class 

High school students are invited to join us on 

Sunday mornings in the Youth Room from 9:30-

10:30am.  Advent and Christmas are upon us.  We 

love to sing the songs, eat the food, and spend 

time with family, but why was it all necessary? 

What were the Old Testament prophets talking 

about when they spoke of the coming Christ?  

Let’s learn more together! 

 

December - Against the Flow 
 

December 4th 
December 11th 
December 18th 

Friday Dec. 20th  - Peoria Area Christmas Party - 
4-11pm - SIGN UP REQUIRED 

 
All meetings listed above meet from 7:15-8:30pm 

due to Advent Service! 
 

.All Youth Christmas Party 

All students 5th-12th grade are invited for a night 

at the movies 12/20 at Landmark Cinema followed 

by games and fun at Concordia Lutheran School!  
We’ll be seeing Star Wars: Rise of 
Skywalker.  The cost is $12/student 

- covers pizza, small drink, and 

small popcorn!  Drivers will be 
needed!  Sign-up here or scan ---- 

Children’s Sunday School  
 

From the angel’s visit to Mary to the wise men 
from the east, this month children will follow the 
star as God’s Son was born to this world!  Join 

us Sundays fro fun as we learn more! 
Also, children grade 4 and below will be re-

hearsing Sundays for the Christmas Program 
held on Wednesday December 18th!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7th/8th Grade Confirmation 
 

We are on break until the New Year!  Have a 
wonderful Advent and Christmas!  See you in 

2020! 
 
 
 

A Gingerbread Christmas 

The holiday season brings so much busyness to 

all of us.  We want to offer a chance for you to  

s …. l …. o …. w ….. d …. o ….. w …. n …. 

 Bring the whole family on Saturday, Dec. 14th at 

10am for games, Christmas carols, the story, and 

make a gingerbread house you can take home! 

Register here or scan below! 

https://onrealm.org/BethelLutheranC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=Yjg3YmYyYjMtYWFlMS00Y2QxLWI0MTktYWIwNDAxMjIyYzQx
https://onrealm.org/BethelLutheranC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NGFjOTI2NTktNmI3NS00ZjVjLWFjMWItYWFlODAxNDYyY2Y5


 

 

The Women's Missionary League at 
Bethel is again offering inspirational 
greeting cards during the Christmas 
season. We have some very unique 
cards this year. They are a card that 
also has a CD of Christmas carols in-
side. There are two different cards 
that have these with two different 
CD's.  We also have a great selection 
of Christmas cards. Available begin-
ning on November 1st  There is a slot 
in the bottom shelf to place donations 
in the library area. Thank you for your 
continued support.  

CHRISTMAS  
CARDS 

FOR SALE 

EVERYONE IS INVITED FOR 

CHURCH FAMILY POTLUCK 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 @ NOON 
 
Come to welcome Missionary Pastor Luis and wife, 
Nancy, from Guatemala who will be with us, seeking 
our spiritual and financial support. Join in fellowship 
and to hear Pastor’s Luis’ vision for his church/school 
and his mission to bring Christ’s message to Los Lim-
ones.  
 

Chicken, table service, and beverages provided.  
Bring a side dish to pass.  

In My Bethel, please RSVP and click YES   
Volunteers are needed to set up and clean up for this 
event. 
 
Please check Sign-up Central for more information on 
volunteer positions.  A good time is planned for all.   


