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Newsletter
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERIES

Inside this issue:

Wednesday, December 5
6:30pm
… the Son who divides families and unites strangers
Wednesday, December 12
6:30pm
… the Child that inspires us in a world that does not believe
in miracles to believe
Monday, December 24
4:00pm 6:30pm
… the One who brings light to us
Monday, December 24
11:00pm
… our Savior
Tuesday, December 25
9:00am
… this is Christ the Lord
Wednesday, December 19

Kids’ Christmas Program

6:30pm

Bethel Sanctuary

The children will share a very old, but true
story. It will begin before the world was
formed. It will include Mary, Joseph, Jesus,
Isaiah, Micah, Gabriel, and Simeon. It will
start hundreds of years before with Isaiah the
prophet who had a few things to say about
the coming Messiah. Come and share in this
wonderful story …

DECEMBER Sermon Series
The _______who stole Christmas
Christmas is supposed to be full of good cheer and pleasant
memories. But with all the stressors of the season, there are
plenty of Grinches waiting to steal our Christmas joy. In this
series, we look at some of the most common things that can
steal our joy during the Holidays, while also remembering that
Christ can restore what sin seeks to take.
Weekends of December: 01/02 08/09 15/16 22/23 29/30
Church Office: 309-263-2417
School Office: 309 -266-6592

Pastor’s Message
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Blood Pressure
Membership Updates
Milestones
Wednesday AM Services
Pastor Greg Moyer
Vision for Christ Update
E-Mail Prayer Team
Give Online Cards
God Moments
Greeting Cards
HIPPA
Kingdom Helpers
Seasoned Saints
Giving
REALM
Maturing
Thank You
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Youth
Christmas Extravaganza
LHV Cookie Walk
LWGP Diner Books
Nativity Sets and Cookies Needed
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Bethel School / Preschool
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Cards
Food Baskets
Men’s Basketball
Panama Missions Bake Sale
Poinsettias
Seasoned Saints
Christmas Extravaganza Participants
Diner Books
Nativity Sets Needed
Nativity Walk Cookies Needed
Go to Bethel’s website to see
updated December Calendar,
Kingdom Helpers, and weekly
Highlights

12
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Bethel Christmas Extravaganza
“THE CAROLS OF CHRISTMAS”
Saturday, December 15, 5:45 p.m.
Sunday, December 16, 10:30 a.m.
Join us as we celebrate our Lord’s birth with the
Christmas carols, enjoy music from various
groups and soloists, and hear a great message.
This is a great time to invite your friends and
worship together.

C h u r c h W e b s i te : w w w . b l c m o r t o n . o r g
S c h o o l W e b s i te : w w w . b e th e l l u t h er a n s c h o o l . o r g
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We are Making and Maturing disciples of Jesus to Minister

“Immanuel … God with us.”
Matthew 1:23
One of the interesting things about
outdoor nativity sets this time of
year is the number of times people
steal the character of baby Jesus
from the sets. He seems to be a
target for people. It happens in
home yard nativity scenes and on
church lawn nativity sets. Business
nativity scenes are hard to find
these days.
When churches, organizations, and
individuals across America have
had baby Jesus stolen from their
nativity set, they put out signs that
draw attention to the missing infant. Some have messages like,
“Christ has been stolen from
Christmas.” Some have bought an
extra Jesus to add when Jesus goes
missing. Some put the nativity set
in a more secured place with a replacement baby Jesus. The roof is
often used. One church bought
dozens of baby Jesus figurines and
then put out a sign, “Free baby Jesus to anyone who needs Him!”
It is a very common thing to attempt to steal Jesus from Christmas. It also seems common for
Jesus to not be just taken out of the
nativity scenes, but an individual’s
actual Christmas. You can see it
in their responses to all the other
things that come to steal Jesus
from Christmas. Things just get in
the way with people having Jesus
in Christmas. There is all that materialistic stuff that invades our

Christmas. There is the grief of
loved ones not present at Christmas. Holidays are hard, especially
when Jesus is not there to encourage the hurting. There is the
schedule of all the extra stuff that
we get to do at this most wonderfully busy time of the year. Finally, there is the conflict that does a
good job of taking the joy out of
Christmas.

Christmas celebration and take the
joy out of Christmas.

Our hope for you this Christmas of
2018 is that, in the midst of all
those things like Grief, Stuff, Conflict, and an Overloaded Schedule, J esus, God with us, will inspire you to get through this time
of the year with a sense of joy and
peace. We really
Kyle Preston Robertson
Do you remember that
would love you
line from How the Grinch Stole to keep baby Jesus, God with us,
Christmas? What if Christmas, he present in your Christmas preparathought, doesn’t come from a tion so you don’t just survive the
store. What if Christmas, perhaps, holidays … you celebrate a Christmeans a little bit more…? Well, centered Christmas. There are
we want to help remind you that things Jesus brings to us to celethese things can steal Jesus from brate, and one of them is His presour Christmas and take our mind ence among us. When the presence
off Him onto those things. As De- of God dwells among us, we can
cember approaches, some of these truly experience what He has come
have some people actually groan- to bring to every human, believing
ing under their breathe. It is as if heart.
the Grinch invades our life in December as we get ready for Jesus’ Don’t let baby Jesus be stolen
birth.
from your December. Join us and
keep Him in the middle of the stoThere is a Grinch story coming out
ry of Christat Christmas this year in the theamas. Then
ters. If you come to weekend worfind
out
ship, you might actually get to see
what
it
means
in
an ambassador of The Grinch in
every chalworship in December. You better
lenge around
warn your children, for he is going
to appear during the children’s
God is with
message. During our worship, we us.
are going to be addressing the
things that steal Jesus from our
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Bethel’s Online
Media and Publications

Want to listen to previous sermons or check out this
month’s publications, including the Bethel Star, Highlights,
and Kingdom Helpers? Simply go to www.blcmorton.org/
media. From there you can open the media player to listen
to previous sermons or on the right side bar (in the green
box) you can click “publications”, which will take you to the
page where you can download this month’s publications
simply by clicking on them!

BETHEL STAR ARTICLES DEADLINE ...

Please be reminded the article deadline for the December edition of the Bethel Star is Wednesday, November
21 do to Thanksgiving holiday. Folders will meet at
8:15am on Friday, November 30 to assemble.
Extra
copies are made available in the church Narthex at the
Connector Center and can also be accessed on our
church website at www.blcmorton.org Go to multimedia
then file downloads. Highlights are posted there each
week, also.

Bethel’s Monthly Blood
Pressure Screening

Blood pressure screenings are held immediately following church services in the
Church Library on:
Saturday, December 8
7:00 pm
Sunday, December 9
9:00 am and 11:45 am

10/16/2018 to 11/19/2018
MEMBERSHIP INS

Infant Baptism

Dean Robert Beals
Toby James Cheek
Hunter Cross Mooberry
Bruce James Penny III
Gabriel Benjamin Zobrist

Child Baptism

Bryton Justice Mooberry
Callista Grace Mooberry
Garrison Victor Mooberry

Transfer

REJOICING MILESTONES
Birthdays 80+ Years
12/13
12/16
12/23
12/30
12/30

Irene Kaps
Harold Mooberry
Dean Elsas
Jane Bailey
Bob Eicken

Roy and Pat Kuykendall
Bob and Ruth Reinken
Bob and Marilyn Gossmeyer
Terry and Janice Johnson

Reaffirmation of Faith
LaVerda Pavlik

88
82
86
80
84

Anniversaries 50+ Years
12/02
12/09
12/19
12/24

Katie King

62
67
54
50

MEMBERSHIP OUTS

Transfer

Michael Lloyd Robertson
Robin Jane Robertson
Eric Allen Robertson
Kyle Preston Robertson
Alexandra Grace Robertson (12)

Released to Church of Choice
Christina Renee’ (Sinn) Anderson
Nancy J. Duran

MIDWEEK TRADITIONAL HYMNAL SERVICES ON WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30am
DECEMBER 5 and 12 ONLY
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Pastor Greg Moyer

Pastor Greg Moyer has accepted God’s call to be Bethel’s
Associate Pastor and work alongside us to further the Kingdom of God in our community of Morton and surrounding
communities. He comes to us from Trinity Lutheran Church
in Baton Rouge, LA as Associate Pastor. He has been there
since 2013 and was in Omaha, Nebraska prior. He graduated from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis in 2008 and did his
undergraduate work at Concordia University Wisconsin. He
married his wife, Lisa, in 2012 and they have three children.
The oldest is 4 and the youngest is 1 month! Pastor Greg
has a passion for anything that involves growing the kingdom. He has a heart for people and believes that ministry is
best done through relationships.
His installation to Bethel will be on Sunday, December 2 at
4:00pm with an Open House reception to follow in Bethel’s
Parish Hall.
Continue to pray for them as they make this transition in their
lives.

Bethel Lutheran Ministries
Vision for Christ Debt Reduction Campaign
Update through November 30, 2018
God continues to richly bless Bethel and our efforts to reduce our mortgage debt.
CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Campaign pledge commitments

Number
171

Amount
$2,013,917

65

$ 115,397

Donations received from 10/01/17 through 11/30/18 from supporters
without a recorded pledge

Total pledge commitments and additional gifts
Debt Status as of November 30, 2018
Short-term loan, 3.99%
Long-term loan, 4.75%
Total Debt

236

$2,129,314

$ 250,000
$3,000,000
$3,250,000
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GOD MOMENTS ...

Everyone has “God Moments” !

Would you be willing to share yours? We
would like to have “God Moments” shared
once a month in worship services. Prayerfully
you have been present when these have
been given. If you are ready to share one of
your “God Moments”, please contact Pastor
Jeff 309-263-2417. If you have a “God Moment” you would like to share, but are feeling
like you cannot due to being unsure or nervous, pray for God’s direction and see what He
has planned for you.

AS A REMINDER …
If you are going to be absent on the date
you are scheduled to serve, please request a
sub through the email reminder you should be
receiving that week. This allows others to view
and accept your date and time to serve. This
allows others to view and accept your date and
time to take it for you. If you are not receiving
the email providing this information, please
contact Linda Lopez in the church office linda@bethelmorton.org or 309-263-2417 or 309635-1364 and let her know ASAP. We want
you to be informed/reminded/replaced when
you are scheduled.
We are always in need of people to get involved in Bethel’s serving ministry. If you have
a place you would like to be scheduled, please
contact Linda Lopez in the church office at 309263-2417 or linda@bethelmorton.org.
New
schedules are being prepared for the July 1,
2018 through June 30, 2019 serving year! WE
NEED YOU TO JOIN THE FUN OF SERVING
GOD!

“Give Online” cards

Available next to Highlights in the Narthex. If you give on line
and feel like you are not participating in the offering during
worship, you can pick up one of these cards on way in to sanctuary and place in offering plate during worship. If you currently
do not give online but would like to or learn more about it, go to
www.blcmorton.org

The Women's Mission League will once again offer inspirational
Christmas cards beginning November 1. They will be available in
the library area where the greeting cards are displayed. Your donation may be placed in the slot bottom shelf or turned into the office.
All gifts are used for Mission projects. Any questions please contact
Linda Nash 309-346-8864.

E-MAIL PRAYER MINISTRY

You would receive an email 1-2 times weekly with prayer requests that
come in to the office or through our website. Then all you need to do is
pray for these requests at your best time. If you are interested in being a
part of the 100+ people involved, please sign up at “Sign up Central"
or contact the church office #309-263-2417 or please contact Linda Bisping at LindaBisping@comcast.net or 309-264-5326. New volunteers are
always welcome to take part.
***If you want your prayer request included in
the corporate prayers during services, you
must give your permission through the
church office.

Communion is served the first and third
weekends of each month in all weekend
services. Common cup is made available.

Please be reminded: If you will be in the hospital, you must notify Pastor,
call the church office, or have family/friend/hospital notify us so we are
aware. Because of HIPPA laws, your privacy is greatly respected and information will not be given unless you permit.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
325 E. Queenwood Road - Morton
2:00 - 6:00 pm

To volunteer to help with our donors the day of
the event, please contact
Dave Lohnes, Bethel’s member coordinator :

(309) 291-0307 or nlohnesdl@icloud.com

To make an appointment, please contact the church @309-263-2417 or log into www.redcrossblood.org
(Enter sponsor code: BETHELMORTON) You can save up to 15 minutes when you donate blood by using RapidPass! Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass for more information.
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December 2018
Realm Updates:


If you are NOT able to get in to your REALM profile, please contact me. #309-263-2417



If you are having trouble with your phone app, like not receiving your messages in Realm, you
must completely delete the App and all of it’s contents and reinstall. The name of App is
“Connecting Our Church Community”. You will need to sign in to the program again with the
password you created. If you do not remember your password, click “forgot password”.



After you have reinstalled the app as explained above and begin having problems again, simply log out of program. The log out tab is on your profile page at very bottom. Then sign in again.
( I am looking in to why we are having to do this!)



I have started sending out weekly Realm updates via Realm. If you have a log in, you should
be receiving these. If you are not, please let me know. There are copies of these at the Connection Center.



Are there any questions about Realm you feel I need to share information about?

Some sort of interesting facts regarding REALM


We started using Realm at the end of January 2018



We have 313 people with a log in password



There are 231 invitations to join Realm that have never been acted on



8 of our Small Groups have been marking their attendance in Realm (Kudo’s to you!)



Children’s Sunday School Gr. Preschool—4th grade has marked their attendance in Realm
each week! (WOW!)



Our faithful Cindy Schmidgall does the church attendance weekly in Realm



The recent Pastor Call Committee used Realm

We are seeing many great things happening in Realm
A Huge Thank you to all of you!

GIVING ENVELOPES … If you prefer using giving envelopes to giving online, 2019 assigned

envelopes will be available in the foyer the middle of December. Please do not use them until after
January 1, 2019 .
1.
2.
3.

To eliminate the use of giving envelopes and donate online, please contact the church office.
To have giving envelopes assigned, please contact Alanna in the church office ASAP.
2018 Giving Statements will be available to print from your computer in January. If you need help or a copy printed,, please
let us know by calling 309-263-2417.
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MATURING

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday Adult Electives
1. Breakfast Bible Class
“The Christmas Thieves of 2018”

9:30-10:30 am

Pastor Jeff

Room P1

2. First Place for Health
“Be Free ”
Room P3
Teaches that freedom is neither perfection or permission. The problem is our pursuit of perfection; eat
perfectly or live like a failure with little self-control. This study will help explore the freedom we have and at
the end we will be able to boldly proclaim, “I know the truth, and the truth can set me free.” If you need more
information or want to join the class, please contact Linda Moore @309-264-9459 Led by Carolynsue Wolf /
Mary Lou Nichols.

3. “RLD in Action” Group
Room 111
Group of people that have completed the study, Real Life Discipleship, and desire to put what they learned
into action.

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY
DANIEL
Tuesdays 10:00-11:00am
Led by Pastor Jeff
Room P3

Devotions
Complimentary Devotion
booklets are available at
the Connection Center

Ladies Bible Study
Tuesday 9:00-11:00 am Room 110
Childcare available
We are doing a study on prayer. We
would love to have you join us. We are
a group of gals at all ages and stages
of life, from new moms to grandmoms.
The variety of ages / stages is very
stimulating as we learn from each
other. For questions or sign up,
call Sheila Lovell at 925-5347

T.G.I.F.
Friday 6:30 - 7:30 am
Room 111
Men’s Bible study. Open to
all men.
Led by Ken Newman

Small Groups

Bethel Brothers
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 am
Variety of men’s studies. A
great way to grow in your
Discipleship journey.
Led by John Lovell

Groups of 6-12 people who
meet together for fellowship,
prayer, Bible Study and Serving
others. If interest in getting connected with a Small Group!
Please contact
Church Office
church@bethelmorton.org
# 309-263-2417

Lent All-Church Study……………………………

THE RED LETTER CHALLENGE
…………………………….Beginning Early March
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The ALL SAINTS BANNER
each year on All Saints Day is
made by Sharon Aubuchon who
also makes all of the baptismal
banners and any special banners requested throughout the
year. Her love and commitment
to these acts of love do not go
unnoticed and we send her a
huge “THANK YOU” and
hearts full of gratitude and appreciation for helping us remember our loved ones and the
special memory made in our
spiritual walk at baptism. God
has blessed her with a special
talent she so openly shares with
others. Thank you for another
year of blessing others in the
Bethel Family!
Thanks to all of the people at
Bethel who made our Dad, Al
Rust’s, life celebration beautiful.
Nancy and Rust Family
Thank you to the congregation
for supporting the 2018 Youth
Chili Lunch on Sunday, November 18. We are grateful for your
food and freewill donations.
After our tithe back to the
church, students raised $904!
Thank you! The youth who
worked the lunch will use their
money to help pay for their trip
to the National Youth Gathering
in 2019. We hope you enjoyed
both your lunch and the fellowship.

Dear Jeanette and the
rest of the awesome
women of Bethel …
Thank you for allowing
me to be a part of your
lovely Ladies’ Mini Retreat on Saturday, November 10! Everyone
was so kind and attentive. I pray that my
small words help all of
you to stay connected
to Christ!
Sharla Fritz

We would like to express our sincere appreciation and thanks for the heartfelt
prayers shared for our daughter, Katie,
and her husband, Travis Hansen. On
October 25th God answered our prayers
with a healthy, baby girl, Ruthie Azalea,
born to a single mom who selflessly gave
her newborn baby to Katie and Travis.
The birth mom selected them to be the
adoptive parents of her unborn baby girl
back in July through Lutheran Family
Services of Davenport, IA. Our family
has been overwhelmed with JOY by the
blessing of Ruthie Azalea (she is a petite, strong, little cutie with lots of dark
hair), and also for the love and support
demonstrated by our Bethel family,
friends, and the Morton community.
Every newborn baby is a miraculous
blessing; add to that a mother giving up
her child to a childless couple, and that it
all works out, is a double miracle. Thank
you in sharing our joy. May Our Lord
continue to bless you as you have
blessed us.
Dave and Janice Kinsinger
THANK YOU to small groups and families that bought items for Thanksgiving
baskets. Special thanks to the 4th Bethel
graders who made beautiful cards to include in the boxes, too. We could not
do these holiday baskets without those
who picked up turkeys and loaded boxes
into our guests’ vehicles.
Your Bethel Food Pantry Hosts

With so many people requesting their Bethel Star and monthly calendar online, we will
not be sending them through bulk mailing beginning with the January 2019 edition.
The following options to receive the monthly Bethel Star will be:
1. View on Bethel’s website: blcmorton.org (click on Media)
2. Limited paper copies will continue to be available at the
Connection Center.
3. Special delivery by volunteers (option for Senior Citizens and Shut-Ins) requested
through the church office.
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December - Against the Flow
December 5th
December 12th
December 19th
All dates listed above meet from 7:158:30pm ! Please note the late start time
due to Advent Services. Join us for
worship at 6:30 and head to the youth
room for fun and devotions after.

Joint Christmas Party
All 7th-12th graders are invited to join a
Christmas Party with other Peoria area
churches on Friday, December 21st! We’ll
meet at Landmark Cinema at 4:30pm and
conclude the evening at Condordia Lutheran School at 11:30pm. The cost is $12
covering pizza, a small popcorn, a pop, and
admission to the movie. We’ll be seeing
Aquaman! Adults will be needed to
chaperone and help drive from Landmark
to Concordia. Sign-up in the youth room

on the bulletin board!

Kid’s in Christ
Kid’s In Christ for 5th/6th graders meets
Wednesday, December 5th, 7-8:30pm in
the school commons! We’re going to
channel warm weather with a Luau! Come
in your best aloha shirts!

High School Sunday
Morning Bible Cl ass
We’ve been working our way through the
most studied, yet controversial books of
the Bible - Revelation? What’s with the
scary language? What are the 7 bowls,
trumpets, the 4 riders, the beast, and
more? We’ll dig in and put some worry to
rest. It’s not too late to join us as we
continue to dig-in to this incredible
book! We’ll wrap up this month!

Acolytes
Reminder! Please be utilizing the Ministry Scheduler on the website for any
substitution requests! If you need help,
contact Jonathan Guse or Linda Lopez
at the church!

Confirmation
We are now on Winter Break. Join us for
Wednesday worship this month for Advent! Regular classes will resume on
1/9!
Don’t forget about sermon
summaries!
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LHV Cookie Walk
Friday, December 14
Lutheran
Hillside
Village
6901 N. Galena Road
Peoria
Main Lobby
Please consider donating homemade baked goods.
Please mark and drop off in Bethel’s kitchen by
Thursday, December 13 by 9:00am so they can be
taken over to the Village.
Baked goods: cookies of any kind, Christmas candies, snacks, brownies, fudge, small breads,
pies. Goodies will be sold by their weight. $8.00
per pound. We prefer homemade and not necessarily store bought. Thank you for your generosity!!
We will price and sell your items. Proceeds benefit
the LHV’s Benevolent Fund, for those residents
who have outlived their resources. We ask that
you give suggestions for pricing your items. Price
accordingly, since our main customers will be LHV
residents and staff. Again, thank you on behalf of
LWGP!!
SALE IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Bethel’s Contacts:
Sandy Elsas
266-7517 elsas2@comcast.net
Pam Roberts
453-5792 plr70@yahoo.com

LWGP DINER BOOKS

The Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria is offering
the Peoria Dining Tour Coupon Book again this
year. They are available in the church office during regular business hours until Friday, December
14. Coupons are valid until October 31, 2019.
The cost is $30 with check made payable to
LWGP. Ten dollars from each book will go equally
to LWGP, the Lutheran Hillside Village, and Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. There are over
200 valuable BUY-ONE — GET-ONE FREE COUPONS VALID AT LOCAL AREA RESTAURANTS.
These books make great birthday, anniversary, or
Christmas gifts for family and friends.

CHRISTMAS
EXTRAVAGANZA
PLANNING
UNDERWAY
The weekend is December
15/16. Our theme is "The
Carols of Christmas." If you
are interested in sharing
your talents by singing in a
praise team, playing your
instrument to add sparkle to
our congregational carol singing, acting in a living nativity, or by singing solos or in small groups, please
contact Lynette Hoyum at lhoyum@gmail.com. We can
make a beautiful service celebrating the birth of Christ,
but we need you!

WANTED: FAMILY NATIVITY SETS

If you would like display your nativity set(s) at our A Night in Bethlehem Nativity
Walk on Friday, December 7, please contact Amy Brennan at 309-370-7434 or
Cindy Powell at 309-266-5415. Let them know how much space you will need.
You are asked to set up your own display at your convenience on Thursday, December 6 from 8:00am to 8:00pm in the Parish Hall which will be kept locked. You
will also need to remove your Nativity sets either Friday evening after 8:30pm or by
noon on Saturday morning. Call Amy or Cindy with any questions.

COOKIES NEEDED FOR THE NATIVITY WALK …

If all you cookie bakers would like to donate homemade Christmas cookies for the Nativity Walk on Friday, December 7, please call our Cookie
Queens, Nancy Zobrist 309-635-0655 or Lisa Carroll 309-360-8444.
There is also a sign-up sheet in the church foyer. Please indicate how
many dozen you will donate. We are asking for 25-30 dozen for this
event that will be for our Bethel Family and all from the community who
visit our church. Thank you in advance for your generous and delicious
donation! Please have cookies in the church kitchen by 9:00am on Friday, December 7.

Thank you for your continued support. Please keep Bethel School and Preschool in your
prayers as we undertake the great blessing of molding young hearts and minds with God’s love!
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Bethel Lutheran School is dedicated to serving the whole life of
each child and his family, for the sake of, and in the name of,
Jesus Christ.

2018—2019 THEME

… Jesus looked at them and said,
“With man this is impossible, but
with God all things are possible.”
Matthew 19:26

Bethel Lutheran Ministries places an extremely high value on
full-time Christian education. A Christ-centered, Bible-based religion curriculum is combined with God-pleasing discipline to
prepare our students for citizenship on earth as well as in Heaven. Our school counsels, teaches, and influences our students.
We consider Christian living here on earth as the beginning of
an eternal life with Jesus.
Bethel Lutheran School (BLS) strives to achieve the above
standards in addition to educating young minds from preschool
- 8th grade in the state-approved curriculum. The school has a
positive, loving atmosphere because we believe the school is an
extension of the Christian home. Extra activities, assemblies,
field trips, and worship experiences are planned for Christian
growth and fellowship. BLS is accredited by both the State of
Illinois and the National Lutheran School Association.
Please take some time to explore our website! If you have questions or are considering partnering with us for the education of
your child, we would welcome and encourage you to contact us
via the contact form on this website or at 309-266-6592.
school@bethelmorton.org

Our Kindergarten class learned the
Bible story of the Israelites bringing
thank you gifts to build the tabernacle. We also wanted to bring
thank you gifts, so we collected
food for Bethel’s Food Pantry.
Mrs. Drew’s Kindergarten Class

HAVE A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS YOU SHARE THE
LOVE OF JESUS AND THE MIRACLE OF HIS
BIRTH!

Bethel Lutheran School hosts a chapel service every Wednesday school is in session in the church sanctuary. Chapel begins
at 8:30 AM except for the last Wednesday of the month, chapel begins at 9 AM to include the Preschool. The congregation is
invited and welcome to attend.

December is an exciting month for our preschoolers! In preparation for Jesus’ birthday, we’ve been singing songs, creating ornaments, and decking the halls. The sights and sounds of Christmas
are in the air. Our Christmas programs will be at 6:30pm on December 10th and 11th in the Bethel sanctuary.
Come hear us sing praises to our newborn King!
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Is your small group or
family looking to help
others? How about donating an item to go into
our holiday food baskets? Bethel’s food pantry has distributed about
30-35
baskets
for
Thanksgiving, fixings for
a complete holiday meal. This year’s Christmas boxes
will be distributed on Friday, December 21. We have a
list of items to include in the boxes. If you would like to
donate items, please call NO LATER THAN December
18 so that we can plan ahead. Call Ellen at 309-2517817.

We are again giving you the opportunity to order Christmas poinsettias that
will be used to decorate our sanctuary
for the holiday season. The plants will
come from Johnson’s Floral in Morton.
Each plant will be $17.95 and is complete with foil and a bow. Checks
should be made payable to Bethel Lutheran Church and placed in the offering plate or turned into the church office. Please specify “poinsettia”. The sign-up sheet is located in the foyer at Sign-Up Central. We ask that you
leave your plant in the sanctuary throughout the holiday
services then take it home following the Christmas Service
on December 25th. You may call the church office (2632417) or Malena Rogers (387-2050) if you have questions.

GREETING CARDS … The Christmas cards are

back and we have a great selection. Please stop by
the church library and take a look soon. We are very
excited to still offer the beautiful cards that are being
created and donated by Darlene Reeser, a greeting
card artist. If you would like to see her complete line
you can go to ETSY: 5th Sister Cards. Place donations in the slot provided by cards or turn into the
church office. Thank you for your continued support
for our greeting card ministry. All funds are donated to
LWML District /State Mission Projects.

Rosalee Bayless (1-309613-2417) and Bev Vaupel
(309-613-6292) are organizing an event on Saturday,
December 2, 2018 for the
Seasoned Saints. Friends in Harmony Christmas
Concert at 7:00pm at Pekin High School Tickets:
$10 BEFORE: Eat at Avanti’ in Pekin at 3:00pm
Sign-up sheet available at Sign-Up Central.

Panama Missions
Benefit Bake Sale
December 15 and 16
The Panama Mission Team will sponsor a bake sale
after and between services Saturday evening and Sunday morning, December 15 and 16. All donations received are greatly appreciated and will go to support
Vacation Bible Schools at three mission sites in Panama. You may participate by supplying baked goods
and/or purchasing these items. In past years, our contributions (combined with the Bethel VBS children’s donations) have enabled over 200 children to participate
in VBS during the month of January in Panama.

Guys college-age and up basketball at Bethel School
on Queenwood in Morton
Sunday nights from 7:00-9:00pm
through April
Any questions?
Contact Michael Remmele
@ 447-6273

From your Parish Nurse: Deb Wise (309) 264-3544 dmwise134@gmail.com
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You are cordially invited to

A Night in Bethlehem
Nativity Walk
Bethel Lutheran Church
325 E. Queenwood Road
Morton, Illinois, 61550

Friday, December 7, 2018

1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

Friday, December 7, 2018

6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

* Special viewing time for Senior Citizen guests

* View over 350 Nativity sets on display
(no steps)

* View over 350 Nativity sets on display
(no steps)

* Live Nativity outdoors by the school entrance

* Music by the Bethel Lutheran School
Children’s Choir

* Musical presentation in the church
Sing Christmas carols, enjoy hand bell
music and more beginning at 7:30 p.m.

* Refreshments of Christmas cookies/punch

* Refreshments of holiday cookies and punch
* Christmas ornament for each family to take
home

