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To see the Bethel Star in full color go to: 
blcmorton.org 
Click on Media 

August  4  LCMS Singles GET-TOGETHER 
      At Bethel  11:00am-3:30pm 
August 12  Guatemala Mission Trip Report 
      Breakfast Bible 
   Bethel  School Teacher/Staff 
      Introduction / Early Worship   
      Commissioning / Late Service 
   Mission Moment: 
   Midwest Food Bank 
August 15  Bethel Elementary School Begins 
August 15  Jr. Hi Confirmation Orientation 
August 16  Bethel Blood Drive 
August 22  Jr Hi Small Group Leader Training 
August 25  Southern Gospel Music    6:00 pm 
   Hog Roast following worship 
August 26  Southern Gospel Music  10:45 am 
August 29/30 Bethel Preschool Begins 
August 29  Bethel Jr Hi Confirmation Begins 

As many of you know, last year a non-Bethel member, school family 
made a donation to finish off one of our spare rooms as a new school 
library and 2 multi-purpose rooms for use by the church and school.  
We are happy to announce that the project is complete, on time, and 
with no budget impact to the ministry! 
 
To celebrate this successful undertaking, Mr. Jacob will be in the new 
library to host an Open House at the end of each church service the 
weekend of August 11 and 12.  Also, Pastor Jeff will have a Blessing 
Ceremony of the rooms that same weekend between church services 
on Sunday morning. 
 
Thank you to the many people who worked so hard to help make this 
happen, and Glory to God for the success we have experienced! 

NEW LIBRARY and MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 

http://www.blcmorton.org
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  We are Making … Disciples of Jesus  

School and college are close at hand. 
As students go back to school, go off 
to college, and we re-enter the times 
when we are with people we would 
not normally choose as friends, I want 
to share with you a little bit about 
Community. When we are baptized, 
we are brought into a community of 
believers.  God Himself creates this 
community.  The Holy Spirit creates 
not only our faith; He also creates a 
community of faith.  The first "M" of 
Making and Maturing disciples of 
Jesus to Minister is " Making".   
Making is the fellowship God cre-
ates with Him and with others.  Our 
task in this is to help Bethel bring 
down any barriers that might stand in 
the way for any one person to experi-
ence community among us. Even if 
they do not join Bethel, we are hoping 
they experience community.    
 Koinonia is a Greek word 
that occurs 20 times in the Bible.  
Koinonia’s primary meaning is 
“fellowship, sharing in common, 
communion.” The first occurrence of 
koinonia is in Acts 2:42, “They devot-
ed themselves to the apostles' teach-
ing and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.” 
Christian fellowship is when believers 
in Christ are to come together in love, 
faith, and encouragement around 
God's Word.  
 Today, it is not uncommon 
for Christians to search primarily for 
friendships at church. As human be-
ings, we are relational creatures who 
need some form of human connec-
tion. Therefore, a great Sunday wor-
ship experience is almost never 
enough for a Christian to grow in 
faith. They need to develop relation-
ships with people in the community. 
I mean, who wants to keep attending 
a church where nobody knows who 
you are?  Who wants to keep exiting 
the church vicinity without engaging 
in any type of conversation?   

 But one thing we begin to 
realize is this: Friendships are often 
not enough. Christians who only 
have a few friends at church will end 
up slowly struggling in their faith. 
That's because we're supposed to 
find more than just friends at church.  
We're supposed to find community, 
a fellowship created by the Holy 
Spirit.  
 Friendships are nice to have 
at church because they make us feel 
comfortable. Think back to high 
school or college when we would 
walk into a new classroom. We 
might tend to feel a bit self-
conscious in this new environment 
filled with unfamiliar faces. Howev-
er, when we'd see one of our friends 
sitting back in the corner, the self-
consciousness goes away and we're 
able to relax and be ourselves. Why 
so? Well, we now have somebody 
who knows us and validates who we 
are.  
 This is what friendships do 
for us at church. They make us feel 
more comfortable on Sundays, be-
cause we now have a few individuals 
who know us and can validate us. 
Therefore, we're able to relax and be 
ourselves. It's a huge blessing to 
have friends at church. It's nice to 
know that when service ends, we 
don't have to sit awkwardly in the 
pews waiting for someone to greet 
us. It's nice to have "go-to" people to 
do small talk and discuss the latest 
new movie.  We hope you are grow-
ing in these friendship in your small 
group.   
 But as great as friendships 
are at church, they're not enough. 
And I don't think they were meant to 
be enough. Perhaps this is why the 
Bible never describes the church as a 
"band of friends". The church isn't 
meant to be a place where we pri-
marily find comfort in one another. 
It's meant to be an arena where God 

sanctifies us through the practice of 
the biblical "one another's".   Brett 
McCracken writes, "We shouldn't 
look for a church that will change to 
fit us. We should look for one where 
we will be changed to better repre-
sent Christ." 

But in order for this to hap-
pen, we need more than friendships 
at church. We need a community. 
And this involves more than simply 
talking to the same 2-3 individuals 
every Sunday. It involves getting 
involved in groups that are not just 
our friends. Being on the usher team, 
Elder team, or a discipleship team 
for the youth can challenge us be-
yond our friends in our small group. 
   Why is this important? 
Community can grow us out of self-
absorption. In The Four Loves, C.S. 
Lewis observes how the reason why 
we choose our friends isn't because 
we're drawn to their humor or beau-
ty. Rather, they have a "particular 
kind" of humor and beauty that suits 
our personal taste. Or, when it comes 
to human relationships, we have a 
particular type of palette. This is 
why we're drawn to some individ-
uals and repulsed by others. 
 But we all have a few people 
in our lives whom we were at first 
repulsed by, but later grew strangely 
fond of them. According to Lewis, 
when we find ourselves doing this, 
we're learning to grow out of our 
palette. We're not just appreciating 
individuals that suit our preferences, 
but are learning to appreciate the 
individual himself. In other words, 
we're growing out of our own self-
absorption.  Spending time on the 
men's softball team, at men’s basket-
ball, book club, or Pinochle Club can 
help this.  
 Making … Disciples can 
also help us become more open-
minded. One thing we can notice 
about people who only hang out with 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42
https://www.amazon.com/Uncomfortable-Essential-Challenge-Christian-Community/dp/1433554259/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515571491&sr=8-1&keywords=uncomfortable
https://www.amazon.com/Four-Loves-C-S-Lewis/dp/0062565397/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515570204&sr=8-1&keywords=the+four+loves
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07/02/2018  to  07/16/2018 
 

MEMBERSHIP INS  /  NONE 
  
 

MEMBERSHIP OUTS  /  NONE 

REJOICING MILESTONES 
 

Birthdays 80+  Years 
 
08/02  Bob Kirk   92 
08/02  Janet Phillips   80 
08/25  Ann Horn   84 
08/25  Shirley Lichtenstein  86 
08/27  Lillian Bethel   95 
08/27  Judy Kurz   80 
08/28  Ron Wahl   80 
 

Anniversaries 50+ Years 
 
08/04  Bob and Joe Eicken  61 

MIDWEEK TRADITIONAL HYMNAL SERVICES ON WEDNESDAYS AT 10:30am 
AUGUST 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 

 

the same 2-3 people is how they tend 
to be pretty pessimistic about life. It's 
strange. You'd think since they sur-
round themselves with people they 
like, they'd be happier. But too much 
alikeness can breed some pretty neg-
ative vibes. In a God created commu-
nity, we're constantly forced to con-
front all types of ideas and personali-
ties and find the humble Christ fol-
lowers can find good in others.  
 Community or Making disci-
ples can be done in doing things like 
a Hog Roast on August 25 after wor-
ship.  There, it cannot only help us 
rub elbows with others, but we can 
also make the gospel more central in 
our lives.  When the only types of 
relationships we have at church and 
are due to natural similarities, there's 
nothing really unique about that. I 
mean, why bother going to church 
for this? There are plenty of online 
apps where you can find these types 
of relationships. But the relationships 
we find at church can be different. 

We're not united because of person-
ality or hobby. We're united to be 
one by the Gospel (Ephesians 2:13-
14).  
 Community  Making Disci-
ples for Jesus … the centrality of the 
Gospel isn't seen when we only hang 
out with friends at church that we'd 
hang out with in any other setting. 
This is seen as Jamie Dunlop writes, 
“It's seen in the "relationships where 
you're only spending time together 
because you're Christians without 
any worldly explanations."  And 
when the Gospel is constantly central 
in our relationships with others, how 
can it not become more central in our 
own life? When it's reinforced like 
this, how can the Gospel not grow 
more real? 
 So here's the thing about be-
ing part of a community: it's hard. 
We're interacting with people who 
are so different, unappealing, and 
even weird. At some point, we might 
even be frustrated with the differ-

ences between them and us. We may 
come home sometimes after spending 
time with them and wondering, "Was 
that really worth it?"  It always is. I 
think more than the friendships we 
have at church, God intends to use a 
community to grow us out of our old 
selves and grow us into our new 
identity we're meant to have in 
Christ.  This is why having a multi-
generational community like Bethel, 
where we can have friends and com-
munity in our church and our school, 
can grow us. When people only have 
friends at church, they are likely to 
be comfortable on Sundays, but are 
hardly growing in their faith. We 
need a community where people look 
at God’s Word differently and are at 
different phases in their life, to make 
us aware that our God is a God not 
only for my world, but for others as 
well.    
 

 

Continued from Page 2 

Bethel Pumpkin Festival volunteer 
time slot is Thursday, September 13 
Two options: 
1. Pumpkin Grille (in food tent)  
             4:15pm-7:30pm  / Need 13 
2.   Grillers (cook meat)  
             6:15pm-9:00pm  / Need 9 

 
 

Arrive 15 minutes early to get capped & aproned! 
Shuttle will be available again this year. 

WATCH FOR SIGN-UP or CALL CHURCH OFFICE 

http://thebeehive.bumble.com/bumble-bff/
http://thebeehive.bumble.com/bumble-bff/
https://www.amazon.com/Compelling-Community-Church-Attractive-9Marks/dp/1433543540/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515570241&sr=8-1&keywords=the+compelling+community
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Bethel Lutheran Church will be hosting a Blood Drive in Rooms P1; P2; P3 on Thursday, August 16 from 
2:00 – 6:00pm.  If you are able to donate blood, contact the church office at 309-263-2417 or visit 
www.redcrossblood.org (enter sponsor Code: BETHELMORTON). You can save up to 15 minutes when you 
donate blood by using RapidPass!  Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass for more information.  As a thank you 
for your generosity, if you come to give at this drive the Red Cross will send you a $5 Amazon.com Gift Card 
via email.  *Restrictions apply, see amazon.com/gc-legal.  Terms and conditions apply, visit:  Red-
CrossBlood.org/Together    
 
We are in need of volunteers for this day so contact: 
Dave Lohnes / Bethel Member Coordinator  309-291-0307 lohnesdl@icloud.com to volunteer your support.

 
 

Deb Wise / Bethel Parish Nurse 
Heidi Collins / Bethel Parish Nurse 
Call the church office if you need to be  
put in contact with one of them. 

 
Kids, Get Immunized! 
Parents! Time to get ready for back to school! Remember that most students will be required to be in 
compliance with immunizations and physicals the first day of classes!! Be sure to schedule your stu-
dents’ examinations and immunizations NOW! Immunizations are available at the Tazewell County 
Health Department, at various walk in clinics, and through your child’s Primary Care Provider.  Vaccines 
have reduced, and in some cases, eliminated numerous infectious diseases that once had devastating 
consequences for many infants, children, and adults.  

 Although the United States has a low incidence of vaccine-preventable diseases, not all such 
diseases have disappeared. 

 That's why it's important that vaccines be administered according to the recommended immun-
ization schedules. 

 

Adults Need Immunizations, Too!   
 Remember to give a copy of your immunization status to your health care provider.  

 Be sure to check your immunizations with your Primary Care Provider with every visit!  

 Adults need to receive a:  

 Tetanus and Diphtheria vaccine every 10 years, and at least 1 booster of tetanus with 
Pertussis to help stop the spread of pertussis to younger children, especially infants 

 Varicella vaccine after age 60 to prevent painful shingles from Herpes Zoster 

 Pneumonia Vaccination at least once  

  Flu vaccine every year  

 Recommended additional vaccinations for adults: 

 Hepatitis A  

 Meningitis vaccination  

 Hepatitis B 

 Haemophilus influenza type B 

 Recommended additional vaccinations for YOUNG adults: 

  Human Papillomavirus for both males and females. 

Please be reminded:  If you will be in the hospital, you must 
notify Pastor, call the church office, or have family/friend/
hospital notify us so we are aware.  Because of HIPPA laws, 
your privacy is greatly respected and information will not be 
given unless you permit.   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Faustindesign.biz%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F07%2Fhabitat-for-humanity-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Faustindesign.biz%2Fpioneer-valley-habitat-humanity-volunteers-greenfield-home%2F&docid=133QAWxDON
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:lohnesdl@icloud.com
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E-MAIL PRAYER MINISTRY 
You would receive an email 1-2 times weekly 
with prayer requests that come in to the of-
fice or through our website. Then all you 
need to do is pray for these requests at your 
best time. If you are interested in being a part 
of the 100+ people involved, please sign up 
at “Sign up Central" or contact the church 
office #309-263-2417 or please contact Linda 
Bisping at LindaBisping@comcast.net or 309
-264-5326.  New volunteers are always welcome to take part. 
 
***If you want your prayer request included in the corporate prayers dur-
ing services, you must give your permission through the church office. 

GOD MOMENTS ... 
Everyone has “God Moments” ! 

 

Would you be willing to share yours? We 
would like to have “God Moments” shared 
once a month in worship services.  Prayerfully 
you have been present when these have 
been given. If you are ready to share one of 
your “God Moments”, please contact Pastor 
Jeff 309-263-2417. If you have a “God Mo-
ment” you would like to share, but are feeling 
like you cannot due to being unsure or nerv-
ous, pray for God’s direction and see what He 
has planned for you. 

“Give Online” cards 
Available next to Highlights in the Narthex. If you give on line and feel 
like you are not participating in the offering during worship, you can 
pick up one of these cards on way in to sanctuary and place in offering 
plate during worship. If you currently do not give online but would like 
to or learn more about it, go to www.blcmorton.org   

 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

Volunteer with Bethel’s Habitat for Humanity on: 
 

Saturday, August 25 from 8–12 
 

No prior construction experience necessary, all 
skill levels are welcome. 

Volunteer using eRealm or Sign-Up Central in the 
church Narthex. 

 

Questions, contact Terry Miller at 369–4064 
 

Volunteer and make a difference! 

AS A REMINDER … 
If you are going to be absent on the date you 
are scheduled to serve, please request a sub 
through the email reminder you should be re-
ceiving that week.  This allows others to view 
and accept your date and time to serve. This 
allows others to view and accept your date and 
time to take it for you.  If you are not receiving 
the email providing this information, please 
contact Linda Lopez in the church office lin-
da@bethelmorton.org or 309-263-2417 or 309-
635-1364 and let her know ASAP.  We want 
you to be informed/reminded/replaced when 
you are scheduled. 
 
We are always in need of people to get in-
volved in Bethel’s serving ministry.  If you have 
a place you would like to be scheduled, please 
contact Linda Lopez in the church office at 309-
263-2417 or linda@bethelmorton.org.  New 
schedules are being prepared for the July 1, 
2018 through June 30, 2019 serving year!  WE 
NEED YOU TO JOIN THE FUN OF SERVING 
GOD! 

We have a nice selection of greeting cards in 
the Women Mission League display area in the 
library. Pick up a free book mark that lists the 
mission projects for 2018 that donations help 
fund. Our greeting card selection includes birth-
day, get well, sympathy, wedding, anniversary, 
birth, and baptism. Thank you for your contin-
ued support. Donations may be placed in the 
slot provided or turned into the office.  Inquiries?  
Please call Linda Hensen at 309-634-1265 

Food Pantry Boxes are available 
to Bethel Lutheran members who 
know someone … a neighbor, a 
friend, or a relative  who could 
use some help in supplementing 
their food budget.  The boxes 
consist of non-perishable items 
such as canned fruits, vegeta-
bles, pastas, and soups.  Cere-
als, meal helpers, peanut butter, applesauce, and other items 
are included.  The Bethel Lutheran member may contact the 
church office to make arrangements to pick up a box on either 
the 1st or 3rd Fridays of each month or at an alternate time to 
distribute to the person in need.  Please call by Tuesday of the 
week distributed to assure a box is prepared. 

Communion is served the first and third 
weekends of each month in all week-
end services. Common cup is made 
available. 

mailto:LindaBisping@comcast.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiju-W68efbAhUo94MKHU48DqgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.villageofmanhattan.org%2Findex.asp%3FSEC%3D3B750702-0BDE-429D-BFE9-F5366835E495%26DE%3D2982BA49-968D-4
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EVERYONE PLEASE READ 
 

Realm is working and is here to stay. It has already proven to be an effective form of 
communication, a way to get people involved in ministry, and easy to use once you are taught to use it. We also realize that not 
everyone will need to use Realm, those without computers, those who are not in any groups at all, and those who choose not to.  
For those that will use it, we are trying to make it as easy as possible for everyone to learn this program. Multiple classes will be 
offered weekly and we will offer to meet one-on-one with people. If you have any other suggestions, please let me know. 
 

Updates: 
Group Leaders are able to remove people from their groups now.  (Click the 3 dots next to participants name and then click 

on remove. Always save their history if they have actually been part of the group.) 
To attend a Realm class in August & September, please sign-up in Realm or at Sign-up Central. 
 

Description of Classes 
1.  New To Realm  ( 1 hr.) 
You either do not have a password yet or you do, but you haven’t really been able to use Realm much. This class will walk you 
through creating a password, explain how to use all features, and downloading the phone app and use of the app (you do not 
need to use phone app, you can use this program from your computer).  If you have a password, but have not used Realm very 
much, this class would help you to understand all of the things you are able to do with Realm. Please bring your laptop and/or 
smart phone.  
  

2. Ministry / Group Leaders     (1hr) 
Are you the leader of any ministry or group (serving teams, classes, Small Groups)? This is the class you will want to attend. As a 
“leader” you have administrative rights to do many tasks in Realm that we need you to help us with. Attendance? Yes, but a few 
other helpful tasks, also.  
NOTE:   Please attend the New to Realm class first if you have not. This will give you a better overall understanding of the pro-
gram. 
  

3. Individual Instruction Time 
If you learn best one-on-one or are having trouble being able to get a password. Please contact church office 309-263-2417 or 

Tammy Curtis at tammy@bethelmorton.org or 309-264-8534 to set up a time to meet. 

AUGUST 2018 

Class schedule is also listed on inserted Star calendar.  

mailto:tammy@bethelmorton.org
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MATURING 
    ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Ladies Bible Study 
Tuesday 9:00-11:00 am   Room 110 

Childcare available 
We are doing a  study on prayer.  We 
would love to have you join us. We are a 
group of gals at all ages and stages of 
life, from new moms to grandmoms. The 
variety of ages / stages  is very 
stimulating as we learn from each other.   
For questions or sign up, 
call Sheila Lovell at 925-5347 

Bethel Brothers 
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 am 
Variety of men’s studies. A 
great way to grow in your 

Discipleship journey. 
Led by John Lovell  

Small Groups  
Groups of 6-12 people who meet to-
gether for fellowship, prayer, Bible 

Study and Serving others. If interest in 
getting connected  with a Small Group! 

Please contact 
Church Office 

church@bethelmorton.org 
# 309-263-2417 

T.G.I.F. 
Friday 6:30 - 7:30 am   

 Room 111 
Men’s Bible study. Open to 

all men. 
Led by Ken Newman 

Sunday Adult Electives 9:30-10:30 am 
 

1. Breakfast Bible Class               Pastor Jeff            Room P1 
August   5  Part of Ecclesiastes  
August 12  Guatemala Mission Report 
August 19—Sept. 2   Various Parts of Ecclesiastes   
 
2.  First Place for Health                              “Be Free ”                                            Room P3 
New Bible Study begins the end of August.  Will teach that freedom is neither perfection or permission.  The 
problem is our pursuit of perfection; eat perfectly or live like a failure with little self-control. This study will help 
explore the freedom we have and at the end we will be able to boldly proclaim, “I know the truth, and the truth 
can set me free.”  If you need more information or want to join the class, please contact Linda Moore @309-264
-9459 by August 9 to order your book.  Led by Carolynsue Wolf / Mary Lou Nichols 
  
3. “RLD in Action”  Group                                                                   Room 111 
Group of people that have completed the study, Real Life Discipleship, and desire to put what they learned into 
action.   
 

Devotions 
Complimentary Devotion 
booklets are available at 
the Connection Center 

Small Group Leaders 
 

We would like to add 2-3 NEW Small Groups this fall. Would YOU be able to lead a new group? This 
is such an important ministry and we would like to have groups available for everyone. If you are reading 
this, you would be able to lead a Small Group. Please pray for God’s guidance in your decision. If you feel 
you would like to lead a group, please contact the church office 309-263-2417. There will be leader training 
events for ALL Small Group leaders offered Saturday, August 4 9:00am or Monday, August 6 at 7:00pm. 



 

Page 8 

 

We would like to thank our Bethel Family for 
the many condolences, cards, and concerns 
at the loss of our daughter-in-law, Crystal, 
and we especially thank Pastor Jeff for his 
visit and expression of compassion.  We are 
so blessed to have such a wonderful church 
family.  Thank you! 

Jim and Dianne Fortman 
 

We wish to thank our dear Bethel Family for 
the many cards that brightened Bob’s days in 
confinement.  The sunshine of your caring 
hearts put a smile on his face!  God is good 
“all the time” as we face each day with rejoic-
ing “Because He Lives!” 

Bob and Ruth Reinken  
 
At Habitat for Humanity our mission is to put 
God’s love into action by bringing people to-
gether to build homes, communities, and 
hope.  Thank you for the hard work and dedi-
cation to your community that you have 
shown as a Habitat for Humanity volunteer!  
We sincerely hope that you had a wonderful 
experience on Saturday, June 30 when you 
brought a team from Bethel and that you will 
volunteer with us again in the future.  
Thank you for serving God and others in such 
a tangible way. 

Molly Neussl 

By having caring people stepping forward we can 
prevent this sign from someday being displayed on 
our church nursery door!  
 
We need YOU to check or clear your schedule so   
you can donate 1 hour of your time on a Sunday to 
our littlest members’ care.  You don’t even have to 
change a diaper … 
 

Times available each Sunday are: 
7:50-9:05am 
9:20-10:30am 

10:30-11:45am 
 

Just as Noah was instructed to fill the Ark  -  two by 
two  -  ask a friend, spouse, or family member 18+ 
to come along with you, then contact Linda Lopez 
at: linda@bethelmorton.org or 309-263-2417 to be 
added to the schedule.  If enough folks will answer 
the call you might only be needed 1 hour every 
three months or once a quarter.  What a blessing 
you would be to young mothers or each other, all 
while sharing your love for Christ in such a simple 
and dynamic way. 

On behalf of the International Board of the Shepherd's Little Lambs 
of Kenya I would like to thank you for your kindness and generosity 
you showed myself and my guests a few weeks ago.  As you can 
tell, we like to talk about those precious lambs.  Since we have 90 
children between both centers, the donations we received will cer-
tainly help with their care and education.    Doug and Deb Gillaspie 
certainly enjoyed meeting and talking with all of you, too. God 
bless each and every one of you, and please continue to pray for 
our children.   Also, continue to follow us on our Facebook page at 
Shepherd's Little Lambs Kenya and our website 
www.littlelambskenya.com   

Janelle Crump 
Secretary Shepherd's Little Lambs of Kenya 

NEEDED ...   
PINOCHLE  
PLAYERS  

 

We are getting ready for 
another season of fun 
and fellowship playing 
Pinochle.  Players meet once a month, typically 
on the 4th Sunday evening, from September 
through April.  Please get in touch with Ken 
Newman at 309-266-6767 or  
kenb.newman@gmail.com by Sunday, August 
5 if you are interested in joining.  If you like to 
play cards, but have no pinochle experience, 
we would love to teach you.  If you are unable 
to play every month, consider being on the sub 
list.  It is a great night out with a spouse or 
friend, and a great way to get to know others in 
the church.  Hope to hear from you. 

Thank you to our Bethel Family for sup-
porting our son, Garrett’s, memorial 
scholarship (through the Morton Com-
munity Fund) at the July 22 Tazewell 
County Young Leaders fundrais-
er.  Many thanks to our small group 
members who provided delicious des-
serts and cookies and to those who 
came to hit golf balls or buy silent auc-
tion items or join the kids in the bounce 
house.   We appreciate your support of 
this ongoing scholarship event.  

Harold & Ellen Mooberry Family 

mailto:309-
mailto:kenb.newman@gmail.com
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Against the Flow – August Topics 

August  - Against the Flow 
 

August 1st 
August 8th—Cookout at the Guse’s—5:30-8:30pm 

August 15th 
August 22nd 
August 29th  

All dates listed above meet from 7-8:30pm un-

less otherwise noted.  Be on the lookout for pos-

sible changes to this schedule! 

KIC and Confirmation 

KIC for 5th/6th graders will start up next month! 

Confirmation Orientation will take place on 

Wednesday, August 15th at 7:00pm!  All 7th and 

8th grade students and their parents are asked to 

attend! 

Acolytes 

Reminder!  Please be utilizing the Ministry 

Scheduler on the website for any substitution re-

quests!  If you need help, contact Jonathan Guse 

or Linda Lopez at the church! 

Brave  ‖ Excuses ‖ Signs & Wonders 

Pillars ‖ Standing Firm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School Sunday Morning 

Bible Class 

Discipleship is hard.  It’s has so many pieces to 

it and it can often feel overwhelming.  Join us 

on Sunday mornings in the youth room, from 

9:30-10:30am as we look at some characteris-

tics of discipleship.  None of us are perfect and 

we all have areas to improve.  We would love to 

have you join the conversation! 

 

 

LCMS National Youth Gathering 

Did you miss our meeting last month?  No 

problem!  Please see Jonathan Guse for more 

details of this incredible opportunity for all 

students 8th-12th grade as of the 18’-19’ school 

year! 



 

Page 10 

 

Bethel’s Online 
 Media and Publications 
Want to listen to previous sermons or check out this month’s publications, in-
cluding the Bethel Star, Highlights, and Kingdom Helpers?  Simply go to 
www.blcmorton.org/media.  From there you can open the media player to listen 
to previous sermons or on the right side bar (in the green box) you can click 
“publications”, which will take you to the page where you can download this 
month’s publications simply by clicking on them!  

Bethel’s Monthly Blood  
Pressure Screening 

Blood pressure screenings are held im-
mediately following church services in 
the Church Library on: 

 
Saturday, August 11 

7:00 pm 
  

Sunday, August 12 
9:00 am and 11:45 am 

BETHEL STAR ARTICLES DEADLINE ... 
Please be reminded the article deadline for the September edition of the Bethel 
Star is Friday, August 24.  Folders will meet at 8:15am on Friday, August 31 to 
assemble.   Extra copies are made available in the church Narthex at the Con-
nector Center and can also be accessed on our church website at 
www.blcmorton.org  Go to multimedia then file downloads.  Highlights are post-
ed there each week, also. 

http://www.blcmorton.org/media
http://www.bethellutheranmorton.com
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John Jacob Principal, 8
th
 Grade Teacher 

Renata Anderson Assistant Principal, Departmental English & Literature 

Dianna Colman Computer Teacher 

Mary Bartholomew Science Teacher 

Elsie Rivera Spanish 

Mark Drews Music Teacher 

Kathleen Tagge Art Teacher K-4 

Vicki Huizenga P.E. Teacher 

Stacy Johnson Resource Teacher 

Joan Rauch 6
th
 Grade Teacher, Departmental Math, Art 5-8 

Kristine Kniep Departmental History and Literature 

Lauren Rodgers 5
th
 Grade Teacher 

Debbie Wyzard 4
th
 Grade Teacher 

Jerry Hoyum 3
rd

 Grade Teacher 

Katie King 2
nd

 Grade Teacher 

Janet Johnson 1st Grade Teacher 

Melanie Drews Kindergarten Teacher 

Lynette Hoyum Kindergarten Teacher 

Meridith Deverman Co-Preschool Director/Preschool Teacher 
M/T/W/Th PM 4’s 

Tracie Suttles Co-Preschool Director/Preschool Teacher 
T/Th 3’s and M/W/F 4’s 

Staci Aberle Preschool Teacher  T/Th 3’s 

Janet Darlington Preschool Teacher  T/Th 4’s and M/W/F 4’s 

Linda Hall Preschool Teacher  T/Th 4’s and M/W/F 4’s 

Celeste Hansen Preschool Teacher  M/W 3’s 

Kim Hart Preschool Teacher  Pre-K 5’s 

Amanda Long Preschool Teacher  M/W 3’s and T/Th 3’s 

Julie Moza Preschool Teacher  M/T/W/Th AM 4’s 

Elsie Rivera Preschool Teacher  M/T/W/Th PM 4’s 

Sheila Scheck Preschool Teacher  M/W 4’s and T/Th 3’s 

Sally Brock Dyslexia Tutor 

Carol Stetzler Teacher Aide 

Julie Virgil Teacher Aide 

Jenny Shoemaker Librarian 

Angela Baumann Librarian 

Ilana Thomas Secretary 

Helen Geil Secretary 

Mark Gielarowski Custodian 

Registration for our 2018-2019 school year is OPEN for all! 

2018—2019 THEME 

Thank you for your continued 
support.  Please keep Bethel 
School and Preschool in your 
prayers as we undertake an-
other exciting school year!  

John Jacob / Principal 

Renata Anderson  
/ Assistant Principal 

Frank Krebs / Chairman 

Scott Russell / Co-Chairman 

Rachel Chaffer 

Janice Kinsinger 

Pam Lichtenstein 

Ryan Loudermilk 

2018/2019 BETHEL 
SCHOOL BOARD 

… Jesus looked at them and 

said, “With man this is impossi-

ble, but with God all things are 

possible.” 

Matthew 19:26 
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