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      B E T H E L   S T A R 

      APRIL 2020 

       Newsletter 

As of this printing, all on campus activities and gatherings are can-
celled until further notice.  
 
From the comfort and safety of your home: 

Livestream through Facebook Live 
Wednesday Lenten Worship March 25 – 6:30pm live 
Wednesday Lenten Worship April 1  -  6:30pm live  

     Sunday Worship – 9:00am live 
 (We’ll let you know of any changes) 

     Livestream will take place here - 
 https://www.facebook.com/bethellutheranmorton/ 
     Then Sermons will be posted here –  
 https://blcmorton.org/sermons 
     Online giving options available here -  
 https://blcmorton.org/giving 
      
During this time of uncertainty and closures we ask that you con-
sider continuing to donate to Bethel Lutheran at your current lev-
el.  Following are the different ways that you can donate: 

1.  Mail contributions to the church office. 
2.  Contact the church office if you would like someone to pick 

up your contribution. 
3.  Text BLCMORTON GIVE to 73256 to give to General Fund 
4. Login to your MyBethel account to give electronically by 

credit/debit card or ACH. 
This can also be accessed on Bethel’s website by clicking 

“More” at the top of the page. 
Thank you for your continued generous support  

of Bethel Lutheran! 
 
      Church Email: church@bethelmorton.org (Alanna) 
      Pastor Jeff: pastorjeff@bethelmorton.org 
      Pastor Greg: pastorgregg@bethelmorton.org 
      Jonathan Guse: jonathan@bethelmorton.org 
      Rachel Chaffer: Rachel@bethelmorton.org 
 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY OR IN NEED: 
   Pastor Jeff   309-276-7650 
   Pastor Greg 309-306-1712 

 

http://www.blcmorton.org
https://www.facebook.com/bethellutheranmorton/
https://blcmorton.org/sermons?fbclid=IwAR3NxSCJwYAvhZJz6eHxcwccKc6kmoaNBAcRLNp3H-I27ib0L_W8ltGb6os
https://blcmorton.org/giving?fbclid=IwAR2BMzZZpsQHEsZ1e2krAr3hv2EkA_JLrMp0TdJAui-I5vMVQjmMEyZb6Hw
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We are Making and Maturing disciples of Jesus to Minister  

This is the first pandemic 
in our Social Media Age.  For the 
first time in a generation, our 
young adults are being asked to 
trust in a Living and Conquering 
Lord Jesus in the midst of an 
enormous amount of panic. It is at 
this time we choose unto which 
(God) god we are going to put our 
hope.  The point of this devotion 
is that God doesn’t just want to 
remove our fear; He wants to help 
us overcome it.  How is it going 
for you?  

Jesus’ friends had given 
up hope until they heard Mary’s 
report that Jesus’ tomb was emp-
ty. Peter and John saw the empty 
tomb and began to believe, even 
though they didn’t under-
stand.  However, they all contin-
ued hiding in fear. 

Sometimes we see evi-
dence that Jesus is alive and 
working in our circumstances, but 
we return to our routines as if 
nothing changed. Like Mary, we 
don’t realize that He’s right next 
to us. Or, like the disciples hiding 
behind locked doors, we don’t 
expect Jesus to meet us in the 
midst of our doubt and fear. 

Just like Jesus was active 
in the lives of His first followers, 
He is active in our lives today. 
However, with the talk these days 
about a very dangerous virus to 
people in a certain part of our 
population, but not as deadly to 
the majority of our population, the 
panic that is in our midst is be-
coming overwhelming.   It seems 

that is all we hear about on the 
news and social media.  The fear 
caused by the unknowns, how it 
spreads so quickly, silently, and 
how we might be already un-
knowing infected with it is creat-
ing a great deal of anxiety. So 
much so that we cannot seem to 
see, think, or hear of anything 
else.   

A week after Jesus was 
resurrected, He appeared to an 
unbelieving Thomas and said, 
“Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have be-
lieved.” (John 20:29) When we 
can’t see how Jesus is working in 
our lives, but we have the audaci-
ty to trust Him anyway, our faith 
grows. 

God could replace our fear 
in an instant. But instead, He of-
ten uses the darkness as a training 
ground for replacing our fear with 
faith. Like a good parent, God is 
not just helping us through what 
we’re facing now. He’s also pre-
paring us for what’s to come. 

We do not know the cir-
cumstances we will face, but we 
can hold on to the One who is 
stronger than any circumstance. 
Jesus doesn’t promise us an easy 
life, but He does promise to help 
us take each next step. 

When Jesus shows up in 
our most challenging moments, 
His light overcomes any darkness. 
He brings healing for the sick. He 
offers joy amid heartbreak. He 
brings peace into the chaos. So, 
does the phrase, He has risen!  He 

has risen, indeed! Does it only 
mean something to you in times 
of peace, when basketball and 
baseball are entertaining?  Is the 
promise of God’s victory over 
death only meaningful when we 
have peace in our land, in our 
state, and in our family?    

When King David says in 
Psalm 23, “Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death I will fear no evil, for You 
are with me.”   He is not talking 
about the good times.  He is not 
talking about the times when He 
was king, living in luxury.  This 
was a time when He was a hunted 
man.  He learned this truth by 
walking through the dark times 
that He can get through anything 
with God with Him.  

This is a time of real dark-
ness for some. It is a deadly virus 
for people. It is our time to let 
God mold our minds, our hearts, 
and our souls as we walk through 
this darkness … trusting Him. The 
Easter question for you is, “Will 
you let Him mold you, or will you 
let the message of fear from the 
other forms of in-
formation keep you 
cowering in the 
darkness when He 
empowers us to 
shine?” 

  

“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
John 20:29 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.welcomewildlife.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F01%2FSkunk-eating-e1449337376978.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.welcomewildlife.com%2Fkeep-yard-safe-for-wildlife%2F&docid=xvi-X5Wi1T05OM&tbnid=Vb
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=John+20:29
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=John+20:29
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MEMBERSHIP INS 
 

Infant Baptism 
William Augustus Aupperle  
Charlotte Cynthia Winkel 

 
Transfer 

 Jordan Mitchel Williams  
Ellasyn Reece Williams (3)  

 

MEMBERSHIP OUTS 
  

NONE 

REJOICING MILESTONES 
 

Birthdays 80+  Years 
 
04/02  Roy Kuykendall        85 
04/05  Pat Swanik           88 
04/06  Dean Hauptli               81 
04/11  Don Schumbert        92 
04/13  Louise Boyle                  99 
04/26  Gisela Huthmann                        86 
   

Anniversaries 50+ Years 
 
04/07  Dick & Lila Abner              64 
04/24   Chuck & Pam Heady        55 
04/30   Al & Wilma Reiman                    54   

Bethel’s Monthly Blood  
Pressure Screening 

Blood pressure screenings are held im-
mediately following church services in the 
Church Library on: 

 
NO Saturday, April 11 

7:00 pm 
  

NO Sunday, April 12 
9:00 am and 11:45 am 

Bethel’s Online Media and Publications 
Want to listen to previous sermons or check out this month’s publications, including the Bethel Star, Highlights, 
and Kingdom Helpers?  Simply go to www.blcmorton.org/media.  From there you can open the media player to 
listen to previous sermons or on the right side bar (in the green box) you can click “publications”, which will 
take you to the page where you can download this month’s publications simply by clicking on them!  

BETHEL STAR ARTICLES DEADLINE ... 
Please be reminded the article deadline for the May edition of 
the Bethel Star is Friday, April 24.  Folders will meet at 8:15am 
on Friday, May 1 to assemble.   Extra copies are made availa-
ble in the church Narthex at the Connections Center and can 
also be accessed on our church website at www.blcmorton.org  
Go to multimedia then file downloads.  Highlights are posted 
there each week, also. 

VOLUNTEER FOLDERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 

“Give Online” Cards   Available next to Highlights 
in the Narthex. If you give on line and feel like you are not 
participating in the offering during worship, you can pick 
up one of these cards on way in to sanctuary and place in 
offering plate during worship. If you currently do not give 
online but would like to or learn more about it, go to 
www.blcmorton.org   

http://www.blcmorton.org/media
http://www.bethellutheranmorton.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.welcomewildlife.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F01%2FSkunk-eating-e1449337376978.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.welcomewildlife.com%2Fkeep-yard-safe-for-wildlife%2F&docid=xvi-X5Wi1T05OM&tbnid=Vb


 

You would receive an email 1-
2 times weekly with prayer re-
quests that come in to the of-
fice or through our website. 
Then all you need to do is pray for these requests at 
your best time. If you are interested in being a part of the 
100+ people involved, please sign up at “Sign up Cen-
tral" or contact the church office #309-263-2417 or 
please contact Linda Bisping at LindaBisp-
ing@comcast.net or 309-264-5326.  New volunteers are 
always welcome to take part. 
 

***If you want your prayer request included in the corpo-
rate prayers during services, you must give your permis-
sion through the church office. 

2020 FINAL REPORT … 
The Night to Shine event that we co-hosted with Riverside Community Church in Peoria has officially 
ended for this year.  Because of this event, 100+ people with special needs were able to be a star at 
their prom! Bethel had 65 people volunteer to help at this event and our Bethel Family raised $3,005.  
The event cost $10,150.  Local businesses donated $8,325 goods and services and we split the re-
maining cost of $3,075 with Riverside.  The remainder of the money donated by Bethel was sent to 
the Tim Tebow Foundation, dedicated to the Night to Shine Event.  Thanks for all who donated time 
and/or treasure to this event.  Mark your calendars for February 2021 so we can bless our brothers 
and sisters again!   

E-Mail the church office if you 
would like to purchase an East-
er lily to help decorate the 
church for Easter.  They will be 
purchased from Johnson’s Flo-
ral in Morton for $25 which in-
cludes foil/bow (12 available).   
 
Another option is to purchase a 
potted spring flower for $20 (13 available).  
Make your check payable to Bethel Lutheran 
Church and turn into the church office. You 
may take your purchased flower home follow-
ing the Late Service on Easter Sunday.  Please 
be sure to mark your choice on the sheet pro-
vided.  Thank you for your participation.   

ABSOLUTE DEADLINE TO ORDER IS: 
THURSDAY, MARCH 26 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to 
Bethel’s food pantry.  We appreciate all the dona-
tions of food, paper goods and money as our food 
pantry continues to serve so many during this 
time.    

Bethel Food Pantry Elves 

Are you looking for FAITH, SERVICE, AND FUN for 
your daughter or granddaughter? Bethel sponsors an 
American Heritage Girl (AHG) troop that meets twice 
monthly on Thursday nights. AHG is a Christ-
centered character and leadership development pro-
gram for girls ages 5-18. We have lots of fun serving 
in our community, earning badges, having outdoor 
adventures, and campouts. You don’t have to be a 
Bethel member to join. Check out americanherit-
agegirls.org or contact Angela Gilles at ange-
la@gillysplace.com for more information.  

mailto:LindaBisping@comcast.net
mailto:LindaBisping@comcast.net
mailto:angela@gillysplace.com
mailto:angela@gillysplace.com

