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A Christian Funeral
 
This funeral service follows a traditional Anglican liturgy as it 
has been practiced for hundreds of  years and continues to be 
practiced at the Church of  the Incarnation, the church home 
of  the Kozel family.

The funeral of  a Christian is an occasion of  both sorrow and 
joy—our sorrow in the face of  death, and our joy in Jesus’ 
promise of  the resurrection of  the body and the life everlasting. 
As we mourn the loss of  Caryn, we rejoice that Caryn shares in 
the eternal inheritance of  the saints, and we proclaim the good 
news of  Jesus, who died to bring eternal life, and now lives that 
death may die. We hope that this tradition will be a blessing to 
you as it is to us.



Officiant
The Rev. Dr. Aubrey Spears

celebrant
The Rev. Dr. Sam Fornecker 

DirectOr Of Music
Mrs. Lindi Jenkins

crucifer
Deacon Kozel

canDle bearer
The Rev. Jay Traylor

scripture
Julie McClay
Sharon Hicks

Stephanie Ericksen

prayers Of the peOple
Deanna Kozel

cupbearers 
Nick Kozel
Alex Kozel
Greg Kozel

Musicians
Lindi Jenkins, piano

Aaron Oda, percussion
Jessie Trainum, violin
Wilson West, guitar

pallbearers
Nick Kozel
Alex Kozel
Greg Kozel

Patternson Hicks
Steve McClay

Braden Ericksen



The Gathering
 

Congregational responses are indicated in boldface italics.

The Welcome

. . .

The Processional 

Please stand. 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. 
O God, who by the glorious resurrection of  your Son Jesus 
Christ destroyed death and brought life and immortality 
to light: Grant that your servant Caryn, being raised with 
Christ, may know the strength of  his presence and rejoice 
in his eternal glory; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Jesus, i My crOss have taken
Words: Henry Lyte, Music: Bill Moore © 2001 Bill Moore Music. CCLI License 11069486.

Jesus, I my cross have taken
All to leave and follow Thee 
Destitute, despised, forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shall be
Perish every fond ambition
All I’ve sought or hoped or known
Yet how rich is my condition! 
God and heaven are still my own

Let the world despise and leave me
They have left my Savior, too
Human hearts and looks deceive me
Thou art not, like them, untrue
O while Thou dost smile upon me
God of  wisdom, love, and might
Foes may hate and friends disown me
Show Thy face and all is bright.



Man may trouble and distress me 
’Twill but drive me to Thy breast.
Life with trials hard may press me
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 
Oh, ’tis not in grief  to harm me 
While Thy love is left to me
Oh, ’twere not in joy to charm me
were that joy unmixed with Thee

Please be seated.

The Service of  the Word
 

lamenTaTions 3:22–26, 31–33
The Word of  the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116 
I love the lord, because he has heard my voice  
 and my pleas for mercy.
2 Because he inclined his ear to me,  
  therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3  The snares of  death encompassed me; the pangs of  Sheol laid  
  hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish.
4 Then I called on the name of  the Lord:  
  “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!”
5 Gracious is the lord, and righteous;  our God is merciful.
6 The Lord preserves the simple; 
when I was brought low, he saved me.
7 Return, O my soul, to your rest;  
  for the lord has dealt bountifully with you.
8 For you have delivered my soul from death,  
  my eyes from tears,  my feet from stumbling;
9 I will walk before the lord in the land of  the living.
10 I believed, even when I spoke: “I am greatly afflicted;”



11 I said in my alarm, “All mankind are liars.”
12 What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of  salvation 
  and call on the name of  the lord,
14 I will pay my vows to the Lord  in the presence of  all his 
people.
15 Precious in the sight of  the lord is the death of  his saints.
16 O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant,  
  the son of  your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.
17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of  thanksgiving  
  and call on the name of  the lord.
18 I will pay my vows to the Lord  
  in the presence of  all his people,
19 in the courts of  the house of  the lord,  
  in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen.

revelaTion 21:2–7
The Word of  the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Jesus, i aM resting, resting
David Hampton, Jean Sophia Pigott. © 1998 New Spring. CCLI License 11069486.

Jesus I am resting resting in the joy of  what Thou art
I am finding out the greatness of  Thy loving heart
Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee and Thy beauty fills my soul
For by Thy transforming power Thou hast made me whole

Jesus I am resting resting in the joy of  what Thou art
I am finding out the greatness of  Thy loving heart

Oh how great Thy loving kindness, vaster broader than the sea
Oh how marvelous Thy goodness lavished all on me
Yes I rest in Thee Beloved, know what wealth of  grace is Thine
Know Thy certainty of  promise and have made it mine



Simply trusting Thee Lord Jesus I behold Thee as Thou art
And Thy love so pure so changeless satisfies my heart
Satisfies its deepest longings; meets, supplies its ev’ry need
Compasseth me ‘round with blessings, Thine is love indeed

Ever lift Thy face upon me as I work and wait for Thee
Resting ‘neath Thy smile Lord Jesus, earth’s dark shadows flee
Brightness of  my Father’s glory, sunshine of  my Father’s face
Keep me ever trusting resting, fill me with Thy grace

John 11:21–27

Before the Scripture is read:

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the Scripture is read:

The Gospel of  the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.

The sermon 

The aPosTles’ creed

Please stand.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Creator of  heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit and 
born of  the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascend-
ed into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the 
forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers of The PeoPle

.  .  .

Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Almighty God, grant us, with all who have died in the hope 
of  the resurrection, the fullness of  life in your eternal and 
everlasting glory, and, with all your saints, to receive the 
crown of  life promised to all who share in the victory of  
your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

The Service of  the Table

The Passing of The Peace

The Peace of  the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Greet those around you saying,“The peace of  Christ be with you.”

Please be seated.

the lOrD is My shepherD (psalM 23)
Words and music by Brian Moss. © 2014. License 11069486.

The Lord is my shepherd, he is all that I need
He makes me to lie down in pastures of  green
He leads me beside the still waters of  blue
Refreshing my soul on the path that is true

I will not fear for you always, 
You always are near, leading me home
Even though I walk through valleys 
Of  darkness and death you guide me

Table before me, my cup overflows
Here in the presence of  my greatest foes



My head is anointed and life is restored
Returning again to the place of  the Lord

Please stand.

the DOxOlOgy
Thomas Ken & Louis Bourgeois; Tune: Old Hundredth. Public domain; CCLI License 11069486.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The lord’s suPPer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

. . .

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might
heaven and earth are filled with your glory
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord
Hosanna, hosanna, in the highest
Hosanna, hosanna, in the highest
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.

. . .

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again. 

. . .



The lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who is in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
 forever and ever. Amen.

 

The Prayer of humble access
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful 
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your abundant and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up

the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord, 
who always delights in showing mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of  your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen.

. . .

The disTribuTion of communion

All baptized Christians, regardless of  denomination, who trust in the gospel of  our Lord 
Jesus Christ, seek to lead a new life by God’s mercies, and strive to walk in love with their 
neighbors are welcome at this table.
The two large cups contain wine. The smaller cup on the right contains grape juice.
If  you do not profess faith in Jesus or are a Christian unprepared to share in this meal, we 
invite you to come forward to receive prayer. Please indicate your desire to refrain from this 
meal by crossing your arms on your chest, and a pastor will be glad to pray for you.



We Will feast in the hOuse Of ZiOn
Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore; CCLI 11069486.

We will feast in the house of  Zion 
We will sing with our hearts restored 
He has done great things 
We will say together 
We will feast and weep no more 

We will not be burned by the fire
He is the Lord our God 
We are not consumed by the flood
Upheld, protected, gathered up 

In the dark of  night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid 
For the promised morning, oh how long
Oh God of  Jacob, be my strength

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed
You are the faithful One 
And from the garden to the grave  
Bind us together, bring shalom

Days Of eliJah
Robin Mark. © 1996 Song Solutions Daybreak. CCLI License 11069486.

These are the days of  Elijah
Declaring the word of  the Lord
And these are the days of  your servant Moses
Righteousness being restored
And though these are days of  great trial
Of  famine and darkness and sword
Still we are the voice in the desert crying
“Prepare ye the way of  the Lord!”

Behold he comes, riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun, at the trumpet call
Lift your voice, it’s the year of  Jubilee
And out of  Zion’s hill salvation comes

These are the days of  Ezekiel
The dry bones becoming as flesh
And these are the days of  your servant David
Rebuilding a temple of  praise



And these are the days of  the harvest
The fields are as white in the world
And we are the laborers in your vineyard
Declaring the word of  the Lord

There is no God like Jehovah (repeat)

The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you 
have fed us with the spiritual food and drink of  the body 
and blood of  your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us 
a foretaste of  your heavenly banquet. Grant that this 
Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a 
pledge of  our inheritance in that kingdom where there is 
no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of  
joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

The commendaTion 
Clergy and family gather around the coffin.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, 
but life everlasting.
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of  mankind; and we 
are mortal, formed of  the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so 
did you ordain when you created me, saying, “You are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.” All of  us go down to the dust; yet even at the 
grave we make our song: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Give rest, O Christ to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing,
but life everlasting.

The Celebrant and family place their hands on the coffin.

.  .  .

The clergy and family return to their places in the congregation. Remain standing. 



The blessing

.  .  .

The dismissal

Let us go forth in the name of  Christ. 
Thanks be to God.

The recessional

Jesus, i My crOss have taken
Words: Henry Lyte, Music: Bill Moore © 2001 Bill Moore Music. CCLI License 11069486

Go, then, earthly fame and treasure
Come disaster, scorn and pain
In Thy service, pain is pleasure
With Thy favor, loss is gain
I have called Thee Abba Father
I have stayed my heart on Thee
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather
All must work for good to me.

Soul, then know thy full salvation
Rise o’er sin and fear and care
Joy to find in every station
Something still to do or bear.
Think what Spirit dwells within thee
Think what Father’s smiles are thine, 
Think that Jesus died to win thee
Child of  heaven, canst thou repine.

Haste thee on from grace to glory, 
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer 
Heaven’s eternal days before thee
God’s own hand shall guide us there
Soon shall close thy earthly mission
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days
Hope shall change to glad fruition
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.

Please make your way to your vehicles as we accompany 
Caryn’s body to the cemetery. 



Caryn Elaine (Meissner) Kozel
It is with deep sorrow and much love that we mourn the passing of  
Caryn Kozel (beloved wife, mother, and grandmother) on Friday, 
March 5, 2021, at the age of  72, after an 8-month battle with  
pancreatic cancer. Caryn will be lovingly remembered by husband 
of  51 years, Nickolas Kozel; children: Julie McClay (Steve) Deborah 
Wallace (Dave), Nickolas Kozel (Deanna), Sharon Hicks (Patterson), 
Alexander Kozel (Juliane), Gregory Kozel (Adrienne), and  
Stephanie Eriksen (Braden); 26 grandchildren; and 3 great  
grandchildren. She will also be remembered by her parents, Roy and 
Fern Meissner, siblings, Roy, Marilyn, and Caryl, and numerous other 
family members and friends.

Caryn was born in Chicago, IL on January 17, 1949, and moved with 
her family to St. Clair Shores, MI in 1956. She graduated from  
Lakeview High School in 1967 and attended the University of   
Michigan before marrying her high school sweetheart, Nick, in 1969. 
Her early years of  marriage were spent raising her family as she  
accompanied her husband in his passion for pursuing and working in 
Christian education at a number of  schools. While Caryn was gifted 
in administrative skills and could often be found working and serving 
alongside her husband in various roles, she had a love and compassion 
for people that never stopped her from tangibly caring for those around 
her. As a family, the Kozels lived and served in Indiana, Maryland,  
Virginia, and Florida, before settling in Harrisonburg, VA in 1992. 
Upon settling in the Shenandoah Valley, Caryn and Nick founded 
Dominion Educational Ministries, Inc. (DEMI) and began to serve the 
local community with their family through the operation of  Good  
Shepherd School and Day Care. It was during this time that Caryn 
completed her bachelor’s degree through the adult degree completion 
program at Eastern Mennonite University, and served as Vice  
President of  DEMI while handling much of  the administrative needs 
of  the schools. Over the last 29 years, the school has served hundreds 
of  families and has expanded to multiple locations in the Shenandoah 
Valley and beyond.



Caryn loved the Lord, and will be remembered for the joy she 
brought to the lives of  those who knew her, for her heart for the 
marginalized, and for her contentment in the simple things in life. 
One of  her greatest joys over the past several years was serving 
on the Parish Counsel as the People’s Warden at the Church of  
the Incarnation in Harrisonburg where she and Nick have been 
attending for the past three years. Caryn never stopped learning, 
and the last years of  her life were spent growing in grace and 
love for the gospel and others, serving her parents well, learning 
how to love her family even more fully, and dying gracefully while 
living out her faith to the very end. 

Post memories of  Caryn at www.lindseyharrisonburg.com.

In lieu of  flowers, Caryn requested you take your spouse on a 
date and invest in the relationships with those you love. Should 
you choose to make a donation in honor of  Caryn, the following 
is a list of  non-profit organizations that were dear to her heart:

• Stansberry Children’s Home and Day Care, Santa Cruz,  
    Bolivia: 

 Attn: Rhoda Steiner, 
12002 Arnold Road 
Orrville, OH 44667 

• The Church of  the Incarnation
   57 South Main Street, Suite 609 
   Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

• Good Shepherd School and Day Care
  276 West Market St. 
  Harrisonburg, VA 22801




