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Welcome to 
The ChurCh of the InCarnatIon

To all who are spiritually weary and desire rest,

To all who are mourning and long for comfort,

To all who struggle and desire victory,

To all who sin and need a Savior,

To all who are hungry and thirst for righteousness,

And to whomever will come,

This church opens her doors,

Offering welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE
God calls us out of the world and welcomes us into his presence. 
Opening our hearts to him in love, we respond by confessing our 
sins, receiving his forgiveness, and fully devoting our lives to him 

in praise and adoration.

Congregational responses are indicated in boldface.

Please stand.

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Surely the Lord is coming soon.
Amen. Come Lord Jesus!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE°

O COme, O COme emmanuel
12th century Latin text; 13th century tune. Public domain.

O come, O come Emmanuel*
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel

O come thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight

O come, thou Wisdom from on high
And order all things far and nigh
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go

O come, Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace

PRAYER FOR PURITY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

°We light this candle as 
a sign of the coming of 

Christ. John 8:12

*Emmanuel is 
a Hebrew word 

meaning “God with 
us” (Matthew 1:23).
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THE LAW OF GOD°
God spoke these words and said: “I am the
Lord your God. You shall have no other gods but me.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“You shall not make for yourself any idol.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in 
vain.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“Honor your father and your mother.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“You shall not murder.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“You shall not commit adultery.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“You shall not steal.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.
“You shall not covet.”

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these your 
laws in our hearts, we beseech you.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN*
. . .

Please kneel and silently confess your sins against God and 
your neighbor.

lOrd Have merCy (FOr WHat We Have dOne)
Matt Boswell, Matt Papa © 2019 Getty Music, CCLI Lic. 11069486

For what we have done and left undone
We fall on Your countless mercies
For sins that are known and those unknown
We call on Your name so holy

*When we confess our 
sins to God we are not 

groveling in guilt; we 
are dealing with our 
guilt. If we deny our 

sins, we will never be 
free from them.

°Exodus 20:1–17
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For envy and pride for closing our eyes
For scorning our very neighbor
In thought word and deed we’ve failed You our King
How deeply we need a Savior 

Lord have mercy Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy on us
Lord have mercy Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy on us

THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS*

. . .

Please stand.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works 
of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to 
the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

HEARING GOD’S WORD
We encounter our risen Lord in Scripture. As a people defined 

by God’s Word, we respond to God through confession of faith, 
corporate prayer, and a demonstration of our reconciliation with 

one another in passing the peace of Christ.

IsaIaH 2:1–5
After the Scripture is read:

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

rOmans 13:8–14
After the Scripture is read:

*Only God can forgive 
sins. In announcing 

God’s forgiveness, 
pastors obey Christ’s 

command to his 
ministers to pronounce 
Christ’s forgiveness on 
his behalf (John 20:23).
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The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

mattHeW 24:29–44
Before the Scripture is read:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the Scripture is read:

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Please be seated.

THE SERMON

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM*
. . .

THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
. . .

Please stand.

Church, will you who witness these vows do all in your 
power to support these candidate in their life in Christ?
We will.

Let us join with these candidates to proclaim our faith in 
the words of the ancient baptismal confession, the 
Apostles’ Creed.*

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I do. I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.
Do you believe and trust in Jesus Christ?
I do. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
he was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Ponti-
us Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead.

*This ancient 
statement of faith 

goes back to at least 
the fourth century. 
It encapsulates the 

essential and unifying 
Christian beliefs.

*Anna Brubaker
Tanner Brubaker

Madeline Brubaker
Scott Brubaker

Mallie Fuller
Elizabeth Murrie-

Robinson
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Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I do. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* 
Church, the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlast-
ing. Amen.

THE LITANY FOR THE CANDIDATES
Let us now pray for these candidate who is to receive the 
Sacrament of Baptism.

That these candidates may continue in the apostles’ teach-
ing and the fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers.
People: We beseech you to hear us, Good Lord.
That they may walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which they have been called, ever growing in faith and all 
heavenly virtues. 
We beseech you to hear us, Good Lord.
That they may persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
they fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord.
We beseech you to hear us, Good Lord.
That they may proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ Jesus to a lost and broken world.
We beseech you to hear us, Good Lord.
That as living members of the Body of Christ, they may 
grow up in every way into him who is the head.
We beseech you to hear us, Good Lord.
That, looking to Jesus, they may run with endurance the 
race set before them, and at the last receive the unfading 
crown of glory.
We beseech you to hear us, Good Lord.

THE PRAYER FOR THE CANDIDATES
Let us pray:
Almighty and everlasting Father, in your great mercy 
you saved Noah and his family in the Ark from the 
destruction of the flood, prefiguring the sacrament 
of Holy Baptism. Look mercifully upon these your 
servants. Wash and sanctify them through your Holy 
Spirit, that they may be delivered from destruction 
and received into the Ark of Christ’s Church; and being 
steadfast in faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in 
love, they may pass through the turbulent floods of 

*Catholic here means 
that every local church 

founded on the 
gospel is part of the 

one universal church 
founded by God 

through Jesus Christ 
in the power of the 

Holy Spirit.
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this troublesome world and come into the land of 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Lord be with you.And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
. . .

Please be seated.

THE BAPTISMS

. . .

Please stand.

WELCOMING THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We receive you into the fellowship of the Church. 
Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim 
his resurrection, and share with us in the royal 
priesthood of all his people.

THE PEACE*
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us greet one another in the name of our Lord.
Greet those around you with some version of these words: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”

Parents pick up infants, toddlers, & preschoolers from upstairs at 
this time. 

Please be seated.

THE OFFERING*

as We GatHer at yOur table
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. Music: B.F. White. CCLI License 11069486.

As we gather at your table
As we listen to your word
Help us know, O God, your presence
Let our hearts and minds be stirred

*Matthew 5:16

*This ancient tradition 
is rooted in Luke 24:36-

49. In these words we 
hear the promise that 
the dark side of life in 

the world and in us will 
not prevail. The power 

of the evil one has been 
overcome.
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Nourish us with sacred story
’Til we claim it as our own
Teach us through this holy banquet
How to make Love’s victory known

Turn our worship into witness
In the sacrament of life
Send us forth to love and serve you
Bringing peace where there is strife
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
To forgive as you forgave
May we still behold your image
In the world you died to save

Gracious Spirit, help us summon
Other guests to share this feast
Where triumphant Love will welcome
Those who had been last and least
There no more will envy blind us
Nor will pride our peace destroy
As we join with saints and angels
To repeat the sounding joy

Please stand.

PraIse GOd FrOm WHOm all blessInGs FlOW
Words: Thomas Ken, Tune: Old Hundredth. 1674; Public domain.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost  
Amen.

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER
God welcomes his people to feast at his table. This meal, a 

means of grace for all who receive by faith, is a rehearsal of the 
central act of the Christian faith: Christ’s death on the cross — 
his body broken and his blood shed as a sacrifice for our sins.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.
. . . 

sanCtus
Douglas Byler © 2022.

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord

Hosanna*, hosanna, hosanna in the highest
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
. . .

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.
. . .

Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION*

my sOul WIll WaIt (Psalm 62)
Bob Kauflin, Keaton Bunting. © 2021 Sovereign Grace Praise. CCLI Lic. 11069486

When the enemy surrounds
And my heart grows faint within
When the darkness overwhelms
And my fears are pressing in
I will trust in you O Lord
In the silence I will wait
I will stand upon your word

*All baptized 
Christians who come 
with faith in Christ 
and repentance for sin 
are welcome to share 
in this feast. If for 
any reason you would 
prefer to abstain, 
cross your arms over 
your chest, and one of 
the servers will pray a 
blessing for you.

Come forward to 
receive communion 
row by row. Take a cup 
from the station as 
you go forward. When 
arriving at the front of 
the communion line, 
place your hands in 
front of you to receive 
a piece of bread and 
consume it. Proceed 
past the bread station 
with your cup to a 
wine station where a 
server will serve you 
the wine. Grape juice 
is available at the far 
right station.

*Hosanna is a 
Hebrew word that 

carries a twofold 
meaning: to praise 
Jesus as the Son of 

God sent to save us 
and to cry out to Jesus 

for that salvation.
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You’re my solid rock and my salvation
My steadfast hope that won’t be shaken
My soul will wait my soul wait for you

You’re my stronghold and my shield
In the midst of ev’ry threat
Though the wicked never yield
They will vanish like a breath
Yes I know the outcome’s sure
Satan’s evil plans will fail
In your power I’m secure

You’re my solid rock and my salvation
My steadfast hope that won’t be shaken
My soul will wait my soul wait for you
You’re my comfort when I feel forsaken
My refuge and my sure foundation
My soul will wait my soul will wait for you

This is love I can’t explain 
This is mercy unreserved
Through your sacrifice so great
I have peace that’s undeserved
For the battle has been won
And I fear no shame or loss
Now the sting of death is gone

OH tHe deeP, deeP lOve
Samuel T.Francis, Bob Kauflin. 2008 Integrity’s Praise Music CCLI Lic. 11069486 

Oh the deep deep love of Jesus
Vast unmeasured boundless free
Rolling as a mighty ocean
In its fullness over me
Underneath me all around me
Is the current of your love
Leading onward leading homeward
To your glorious rest above

Oh the deep deep love, all I need and trust
Is the deep deep love of Jesus

Oh the deep deep love of Jesus
Spread his praise from shore to shore
How he came to pay our ransom
Through the saving cross he bore
How he watches o’er his loved ones
Those he died to make his own
How for them he’s interceding
Pleading now before the throne
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O the deep deep love of Jesus
Far surpassing all the rest
It’s an ocean full of blessing
In the midst of ev’ry test
Oh the deep deep love of Jesus
Mighty savior precious friend
You will bring us home to glory
Where your love will never end

tHe seeds OF tHe KInGdOm
Wendell Kimbrough; © 2014; CCLI 11069486.

Jesus scatters the seeds of his Kingdom
Far and wide he announces new birth
“I the Lord of Creation am making new
Every inch of the groaning earth!”

Like the smallest of seeds in the winter
Is the Kingdom of God as it’s sown
But the powers of hell shall against it fail
When the Kingdom of God is grown

Though we wait for the Lord of the harvest
And we long for our King to appear
Even now in our hearts, by the Spirit’s pow’r
The Kingdom of God is near

He has planted the seeds of his Kingdom
In the hearts of the poor and the weak
He declares to the captives, “I bring good news
You shall be mighty oaks of strength!”

Through the city of God flows a river
From the throne of the Lamb waters pour
And behold on its banks grows the Tree of Life
Where the nations are healed and restored

O lOve tHat WIll nOt let me GO
George Matheson. © 1982. CCLI License 11069486.

O love that will not let me go
I rest my weary soul in thee
I give thee back the life I owe
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer fuller be

O light that followest all my way
I yield my flickering torch to thee
My heart restores its borrowed ray
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter fairer be
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O joy that seekest me through pain
I cannot close my heart to thee
I trace the rainbow through the rain
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be

O cross that liftest up my head 
I dare not ask to fly from thee
I lay in dust life’s glory dead 
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you
have given us to do, to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements may be found on page 12.

Please stand.

THE BLESSING AND COMMISSIONING

All our problems: We send to the cross of Christ!
All our difficulties: We send to the cross of Christ!
All the devil’s works: We send to the cross of Christ!
All our hopes: We set on the risen Christ!

. . .

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
December 2  Art opening & Christmas singalong with “The Seed Project”
December 24  Rector’s Discretionary Fund offerings at L&C services
Dec. 26–Jan 2  Church office closed

NEWS AND EVENTS

Welcome Lunch
Are you new to Incarnation? Join us for a Welcome Lunch after worship at 
12:15pm on December 11. This is a great opportunity to learn more about our 
church, ask questions, and meet other newcomers. Please RSVP to Beth  
(parishadmin@theincarnation.org)

Volunteer Team needs
Thanks to all who have signed up to fill the roles for volunteering next year. 
The teams with the most need are:

• Coffee & Bagel team
• Prayer team 
• Video team
• Landscape 
• Special events

To sign up, email Beth at parishadmin@theincarnation.org, or fill out the 
commitment form if you haven’t done so. 

Arts Incarnate First Friday (Dec 2) events
Art Openings - 4:30–6:30pm: Julia Verba (weaver) and Mary Hairston (water 
color)
Concert - 6:30pm: Christmas Sing-Along Concert: The Soil and the Seed 
Project (Members from The Walking Roots plus friends!)

Christmas Eve Choir
Lessons & Carols is coming and our choir is starting to make preparations for 
singing in the services. If you’d like to sing with the choir for these special 
Christmas Eve services contact Douglas Byler (douglas.byler@gmail.com) to 
find out how you can join, too!

Lessons & Carols
Join us on Christmas Eve at 4 or 6pm for our annual tradition of a service of 
Lessons & Carols, followed by cocoa and cookies. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Nursery: Staffed by trained and screened volunteers. Also open for par-
ents/caretakers and infants, anytime during the service for fussy babies. 
Located upstairs, midway down the hall to your left. Available throughout 
the service. Pickup is at the Peace (p.5).

Toddler Room: For steady walkers up to 3 years old. Located upstairs; 
check-in is at the top of the staircase closest to Mason Street (and the ele-
vator). You can bring your child prior to the service. Pickup is at the Peace 
(p.5).

Preschool: 3–6 year olds. Upstairs; check-in at the top of the staircase 
closest to Mason St., before the service begins. Pickup is at the Peace 
(p.5).

Elementary: 1st–5th grade. NO elementary program today. After the 
Gospel reading, children will be dismissed to their class upstairs. At the 
Peace (p.5), they will return to the service.

Christmas Week
atThe ChurCh of the InCarnatIon

As we joyfully celebrate the birth of Christ our Savior 
and receive him anew in our hearts, our homes, and our church, 

our plans for worship are as follows:

Saturday, December 24  Lessons & Carols at 4 & 6pm, 
Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day) One service at 10am
Sunday, January 1  One service at 10am 
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Beth nealon

Parish Administrative Assistant
parishadmin@theincarnation.org
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Harrisonburg, VA 22802
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