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God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; 
and those who hate him shall flee before him!

Psalm 68:1



Welcome to 
The  ChurCh of the InCarnatIon

To all who are spiritually weary and desire rest,

To all who are mourning and long for comfort,

To all who struggle and desire victory,

To all who sin and need a Savior,

To all who are hungry and thirst for righteousness,

And to whomever will come,

This church opens her doors,

Offering welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE
God calls us out of the world and welcomes us into his presence. 
Opening our hearts to him in love, we respond by confessing our 

sins, receiving his forgiveness, and fully devoting our lives to him in 
praise and adoration.

Congregational responses are indicated in boldface.

Please stand.

Come and Praise Him (Psalm 135)
Aaron & Matthew Hochhalter, Dana & Ethan Ezikian, © 2015. Used by permission.

Come and praise the Lord* all people
Come and praise the name of the Lord

Give him praise O you his servants gathered by his word
Praise the Lord for all his goodness
Sing His name for all its joy
For the Lord has called his chosen, a nation for his own

For I know our Lord is greater
Far above all other gods
On the earth and in the heavens 
All he loves and wills he does
He is sovereign o’er creation
He sends lightning with the rain
He is ruler o’er all nations, the King above all kings

He has struck down all the captors
He has conquered mighty kings
By the blood of his own firstborn he has set the captives free
He has called us to the kingdom
He has made us heirs with Christ
And his name endures forever his people justified

Now as people of the promise
Flee from idols made of men
Be not formed into their likeness put not your trust in them
Bless the Lord O house of Jacob
Bless the Lord O you his saints
In the city that is coming the true God we will praise

THE ACCLAMATION*
I will make you as a light for the nations, 
That my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.

*When Lord is printed 
in small capital letters, 
it is the personal name 

for the one true God, 
the creator of heaven 

and earth and all 
things. In the original 
language it was likely 
pronounced yahweh. 

*Isaiah 49:6
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COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW°

THE CONFESSION OF SIN*
. . .

Please kneel and silently confess your sins against God and 
your neighbor.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS*

. . . 

Please stand.

THE PSALM
Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.°
The Lord has shown forth his glory: 

O come, let us adore him. 
Psalm 68:1 God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered;

and those who hate him shall flee before him!
2 As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away; 

°Psalm 51:15

*Only God can forgive 
sins. In announcing 

God’s forgiveness, 
pastors obey 

Christ’s command 
to his ministers to 

pronounce Christ’s 
forgiveness on his 

behalf (John 20:23).

*When we confess our 
sins to God we are not 

groveling in guilt; we 
are dealing with our 
guilt. If we deny our 

sins, we will never be 
free from them.

°Matthew 22:37–40
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as wax melts before fire,  
so the wicked shall perish before God!

3 But the righteous shall be glad;
 they shall exult before God; 

they shall be jubilant with joy!
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts;

his name is the Lord; exult before him!
5 Father of the fatherless and protector of widows
 is God in his holy habitation.

6 God settles the solitary in a home;
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,

but the rebellious dwell in a parched land.
7 O God, when you went out before your people,

when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain,

before God, the One of Sinai, 
before God, the God of Israel.

9 Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad;
you restored your inheritance as it languished;

10 Your flock found a dwelling in it;
in your goodness, O God, 
you provided for the needy.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen.

The Lord has shown forth his glory: 
O come, let us adore him. 

Joyful Joyful We adore THee
Words Edward Hodges, Henry van Dyke; Music: Ludwig von Beethoven.

Joyful joyful we adore thee 
God of glory Lord of love
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee
Opening to the sun above
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness
Drive the dark of doubt away
Giver of immortal gladness
Fill us with the light of day
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All thy works with joy surround thee
Earth and heav’n reflect thy rays
Stars and angels sing around thee
Center of unbroken praise
Field and forest vale and mountain
Flowery meadow flashing sea
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in thee

Thou art giving and forgiving
Ever blessing ever blest
Wellspring of the joy of living
Ocean depth of happy rest
Thou our Father Christ our brother
All who live in love are thine
Teach us how to love each other
Lift us to the joy divine

Mortals join the mighty chorus
Which the morning stars began
Love divine is reigning o’er us
Binding all within its span
Ever singing march we onward
Victors in the midst of strife
Joyful music lifts us sunward
In the triumph song of life

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY*
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, you know that we are set in the midst of 
many grave dangers, and because of the frailty of 
our nature we cannot always stand upright: Grant 
that your strength and protection may support us in 
all dangers and carry us through every temptation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Please be seated.

*The collect is a  
prayer that  goes 

with the scripture 
readings, summarizing 

the theme of this 
particular worship 

service.  
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HEARING GOD’S WORD
We encounter our risen Lord in Scripture. As a people defined 

by God’s Word, we respond to God through confession of faith, 
corporate prayer, and a demonstration of our reconciliation 

with one another in passing the peace of Christ.

JEREMIAH 31:2–9
After the Scripture is read:

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

REVELATION 2:1–7
After the Scripture is read:

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

LUKE 15:25–32
Please stand.

Before the Scripture is read:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the Scripture is read:

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Children grades K–5 are dismissed for Children’s Ministry.

THE SERMON
Please be seated.

THE NICENE CREED*
Please stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.

*The Nicene Creed 
has been prayed and 

recited since AD 325. 
It is the most widely 
used encapsulation 
of the essential and 

unifying beliefs of 
Christianity. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic 
Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE*
The leader will invite us to pray.

. . . 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples 
of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are 
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE*
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Greet those around you with some version of these words: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”

*This ancient tradition 
is rooted in Luke 

24:36-49. In these 
words we hear the 

promise that the dark 
side of life in the world 

and in us will not 
prevail. The power of 
the evil one has been 

overcome.

*Catholic here means 
that every local church 

founded on the 
gospel is part of the 

one universal church 
founded by God 

through Jesus Christ 
in the power of the 

Holy Spirit.
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THE OFFERING°
Please be seated.

Jesus Paid iT all
Elvina M. Hall, John T. Grape. Public Domain. CCLI Lic. 11069486.

I hear the Saviour say
“Thy strength indeed is small
Child of weakness watch and pray
Find in me thine all in all”

Jesus paid it all
All to him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow

For nothing good have I
Whereby thy grace to claim
I’ll wash my garments white
In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb

And when before the throne
I stand in him complete
“Jesus died my soul to save”
My lips shall still repeat

Bless THis offering, o lord
Words and Music: Unknown.

Bless this offering O Lord
And let it multiply within your hands
Feed the hungry with the bread of life
And let us see your mercies
A taste of things in store
We offer up this sacrifice to you O Lord

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER
God welcomes his people to feast with him at his table. This 
meal, a means of grace for us, is a rehearsal of the central act 
of the Christian faith: Christ’s death on the cross — his body 

broken and his blood shed as a sacrifice for our sins.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

°Romans 12:1
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

. . . 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna,* hosanna, in the highest
Hosanna, hosanna, in the highest
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory

THANKSGIVING FOR CREATION & REDEMPTION

. . .

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

. . .

Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your 
Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS*
We do not presume to come to this your table, 
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table. But you are the same Lord, who always 
delights in showing mercy. Grant us, therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 

*Hosanna is a 
Hebrew word that 

carries a twofold 
meaning: to praise 
Jesus as the Son of 

God sent to save us 
and to cry out to Jesus 

for that salvation.
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Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful 
bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls 
washed through his most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION*

WHo you say i am
Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan © 2017. CCLI License 11069486.

Who am I that the highest King would welcome me
I was lost but he brought me in. Oh his love for me!
Oh his love for me!

Who the Son sets free oh is free indeed
I’m a child of God, yes I am

Free at last, he has ransomed me. His grace runs deep
While I was a slave to sin Jesus died for me
Yes he died for me

Who the Son sets free oh is free indeed
I’m a child of God yes I am 

In my Father’s house there’s a place for me
I’m a child of God yes I am

I am chosen not forsaken
I am who you say I am
You are for me not against me
I am who you say I am

Here is love
Music by Robert S. Lowry; Words by William Rees. Public Domain.

Here is love vast as the ocean
Loving kindness as the flood
When the prince of life our ransom
Shed for us his precious blood
Who his love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing his praise?
He will never be forgotten
Throughout heaven’s eternal days

On the mount of crucifixion
Fountains opened deep and wide
Through the floodgates of God’s mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide

*All baptized 
Christians who come 

with faith in Christ 
and repentance for 
sin are welcome to 

share in this feast. If 
for any reason you 

would prefer to abstain, 
cross your arms over 

your chest, and one of 
the servers will pray a 

blessing for you.

At this time we invite 
you to begin coming 

forward to receive 
communion beginning 

with the first row. 
Move to the center 

aisle in two lines. Take 
a cup from the station 
as you go forward. You 
may distance yourself 

from the person in 
front of you as you feel 

comfortable. When 
arriving at the front of 

the communion line, 
place your hands in 

front of you to receive 
a piece of bread and 
consume it. Proceed 

past the bread station 
with your cup to a wine 

station where a server 
will serve you the wine. 
Grape juice is available 

at the far right station

* Matthew 15:27
John 6:52–59
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Grace and love like mighty rivers
Poured incessant from above
Heaven’s peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love

Grace takes my sin calls me “friend” 
Pays my debt completely
Love rescued me seated me 
With my King forevermore

Let me all your love accepting
Love you ever all my days
Let me seek your kingdom only
And my life be to your praise
You alone shall be my glory
Nothing in this world I see
You have cleansed and sanctified me
God himself has set me free

THe seeds of THe Kingdom
Wendell Kimbrough; © 2014; CCLI 11069486.

Jesus scatters the seeds of his Kingdom
Far and wide, he announces new birth
“I, the Lord of Creation, am making new
Every inch of the groaning earth!”

Like the smallest of seeds in the winter
Is the Kingdom of God as it’s sown
But the powers of hell shall against it fail
When the Kingdom of God is grown

Though we wait for the Lord of the harvest
And we long for our King to appear
Even now in our hearts, by the Spirit’s pow’r
The Kingdom of God is near

He has planted the seeds of his Kingdom
In the hearts of the poor and the weak
He declares to the captives, “I bring good news
You shall be mighty oaks of strength!”

Through the city of God flows a river
From the throne of the Lamb waters pour
And behold, on its banks grows the Tree of Life
Where the nations are healed and restored
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*This liturgy comes 
from the Anglican 
Church of Kenya.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you
have given us to do, to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rector’s Discretionary Fund Offering

THE BLESSING AND COMMISSIONING*
Please stand.

All our problems: 
We send to the cross of Christ!
All our difficulties: 
We send to the cross of Christ!
All the devil’s works: 
We send to the cross of Christ!
All our hopes: 
We set on the risen Christ!
. . .

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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NEWS AND EVENTS

Building Fund Giving: Pledge Date Extended 
Thank you for your continued generosity towards our new church home at 75 
N. Mason Street. If you plan to increase your pledge to the Building Campaign, 
or make a new pledge or contribution, please let Ashley know by February 19. 
(ashley@theincarnation.org)

Rector’s Discretionary Fund
Today we will collect an offering for the RDF during the announcements. This 
fund is used solely to help with the physical and financial needs of people in 
our congregation and community. Mark your check RDF in the memo line.

Essentials
Our five-week course covering essential topics in Christian faith and prac-
tice is for anyone who is new and wants to learn more about our church, is 
interested in becoming a member, or wants to learn more about the Chris-
tian faith. The class will meet Wednesdays, February 23, March 9, 16, 23 & 
30, 6:00–8:30 p.m. Dinner and childcare included. Location TBD. Email Beth 
(parishadmin@theincarnation.org) for more details and to sign up.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
February 17 (Thursday) Building Dedication Service
February 18–19  Diocese of Christ our Hope: Blue Ridge Deanery Retreat
February 23  Essentials class begins
March 2  Ash Wednesday services
March 4  Arts Incarnate Galleries Grand opening (new building)

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Nursery Nook: For nursing mothers and babies. Located in the foyer, to 
the right as you enter the building. Available throughout the service.

Toddler Room: For steady walkers up to 3 years old. Located at the end 
of the hallway near the restrooms in the back of the sanctuary. You can 
bring your child prior to the service. Pickup is at the Peace (p.6).

Preschool Classroom: For 3–5 year olds. Located adjacent to the  
restrooms in the back of the sanctuary. You can bring your child prior  
to the service. At the Peace (p.6), they will be ushered back to their  
parents.

Elementary Classroom: For grades K–5. After the gospel reading, 
children will be dismissed to their class. At the Peace (p.6), they will be 
ushered back to their parents. 
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The CHurCH of the inCarnaTion

 seeks the glory of God and the good of the city 
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Gospel   
We gather around the magnetic center of Jesus Christ. Through his life, death, 
and resurrection, God’s kingdom has arrived on earth to renew all things — our 
relationship with God, ourselves, others, and the world.

Personal Transformation  
We help people to respond in faith to the new reality that the Kingdom of God 
has arrived in Jesus and to learn the practices of spiritual formation: renewing 
minds, reordering priorities, reshaping habits, and redirecting work.

Community Formation  
We live with one another as a community of friends — across generational, ethnic, 
and cultural lines — extending personal care to one another.

Public Faith  
In being honest and transparent about our faith, we endeavor to be relationally 
winsome, accessible, respectful, humble, and loving, even when it requires 
courage for us to announce the gospel.

City Vision  
With all the resources of our faith and life, we work sacrificially with others to build 
a great, flourishing city for all people.

Mercy and Justice  
We seek to protect the weak and vulnerable, to take up their injustice, and to 
show compassion while also seeking remedies for structural evil and institutional 
injustice.

Cultural Renewal  
We equip people in their various vocations to enter into culture as faithful 
stewards of the world because we share in God’s yearning for all of culture to be 
redeemed and renewed.

Church Planting  
We use resources that God has given us to start and support new churches 
because the local church is the primary agent of God’s kingdom.

Gospel Movement  
We want to be a catalyst for a movement of the gospel in our city and region that 
is a dynamic set of interactive relationships among gospel-centered churches, 
a variety of specialist ministries, and many other institutions, non-profits, 
organizations, and companies that are united by a common vision and a spirit of 
cooperation. 
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