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St. Patrick’s Parish

2060 Haultain Street, Victoria BC, V8R 2L7
Phone: 250-592-7391 « Email: stpatricks-vic@rcdvictoria.org
www.stpatsvictoria.com

Mission:
We gather as a welcoming community to worship,
grow in faith and serve as Jesus served.

MAY 3, 2026
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

1st Reading: Acts 6.1-7 + 2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2.4-9 T

Gospel: John 14.1-12

THEME: WE ARE THE ROYAL AND PRIESTLY PEOPLE

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this 5™ Sunday of Easter, the Church reminds us of whom we are: “The chosen race and the royal priesthood, who
would be and reign with Christ. Today we have gathered to exercise our royal priesthood by offering a spiritual sacrifice as
Christ did”.

In today’s first reading, the drama that unfolded led to the election of seven deacons to take care of the social needs of
the believers. We can learn the following lessons from this reading. First, we must not neglect or take our communities’
social or material needs for granted. If left unattended, they could undermine the work of God. Second, we must balance
our spiritual and material needs because both are important. Peter rightly noted that the mundane should not distract us
from our mission and vocation. The spiritual will undoubtedly suffer if we pay too much attention to material needs.

In today’s gospel, Jesus assures us of a place in his kingdom: “Let not your hearts be troubled. There are many rooms in
my father’s house, so where | am, you may be too”. This indicates that by baptism, we are indeed children of God. This is
why he considers us worthy of being where he will be. Unfortunately, some of us do not know who we are or believe
there is a beautiful place prepared for us by Christ. This is also the reason many of us cannot maximize our priestly and
royal potential. As priests and people of royal descent, we must assert ourselves positively. Therefore, let us ask God the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to help us live as members of the royal priesthood.

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP, PRAY FOR US

Father Benson Asuming

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday - 7:00pm

Sunday - 11:00 am

Sunday - 4:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES: Tuesday to Friday 12:10pm
CONFESSIONS:

Friday 11:30am to 12:00pm

Saturday 6:15 - 6:45pm

BAPTISM
Please email: hcspbaptismalprep@rcdvictoria.org
CONFIRMATION & FIRST COMMUNION

Please email: mbristow@rcdvictoria.org

HOSPITAL VISITS - RIH/VGH

Hospital Emergencies: 250-889-3761

Chaplain - Fr. Sean Flynn

Other health concerns, non-emergency: call 811
After hours Parish Emergencies ONLY: 250-294-9615

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION CHAPEL
24/7 Adoration in our side Chapel
Call or visit the office for an entry code

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday to Friday from 11:00am to 3:00pm
FUNERALS: Please contact the Parish Office

PARISH STAFF
Office: 250-592-7391

Pastor: Father Benson Asuming

Email: sppastor@rcdvictoria.org
Office Manager: Deborah Mackay
Email: stpatricks-vic@rcdvictoria.org
Communications Assistant: Holly Hatch
Email: assiststpats@rcdvictoria.org
Responsible Ministry:

Please Email: stpatsrmse@gmail.com
Custodian: Dean Riches

We acknowledge and respect the Lekwungen peoples on whose traditional territory St. Patrick’s Parish stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and

WSANEC peoples whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day.

Report Sexual Abuse

Sexual Abuse Reporting to an Independent Reporting Agency 1-800-968-3146



https://stpatsvictoria.com
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/responsible-ministry

MASS INTENTIONS

Sat May 2 - 7:00pm + Carlos Monzon

+ Stella & Jim
McCutcheon

Sun May 3 - 11:00am

Sun May 3 - 4:00pm
Tues May5 -12:10pm

+ Anthony D’Cunha
+ Magdelene Rich

+ Serafim, Fernando
& Elmira Botelho

Wed May 6 -12:10pm

Thurs May 7-12:10pm  + Alice McFarlane

Fri May 8 -10:45am St. Patrick’s School

Mass

Funeral Mass for
Fr. lan Stuart

Fri May 8 - 1:00pm

v

May - Mary’s Month
This being the month of May
and in honour of Our
Blessed Mother, the Rosary
will be said at 11:40am,
Tuesday to Friday, followed by the
Angelus and the Weekday Mass.

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Council Chair:
Mark Redchurch
250-370-0558
Finance Interim Chair
John Shenton
250-595-0828
Pastoral Care Coordinator
Barbara Shenton
bjeens958@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus:

Serge Sabourin
brothersergegk7934@gmail.com
Catholic Women League:
Kathleen

greytpats@gmail.com

St. Vincent de Paul:

Colin Scott

250-995-3227
cliscott@telus.net

ST. PATRICK'S
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 7
For information on registrations for
2025/2026 school year, contact:

Patrick Card - Principal
Angela McLeish - Vice Principal
Phone: 250-592-6713
Email: sp@cisdv.bc.ca

www.stpatrickselem.ca

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS

Father lan Stuart’s Funeral Mass will be held on Friday, May 8th at 1:00pm here
at St. Patrick’s Parish. To live stream the Funeral Mass, please click here:
https://www.youtube.com/live/fRgrfkgkF5E

Last Sunday Fr. Benson announced that he was leaving St. Patrick’s Parish as he had been
reassigned as the Pastor of the West Coast Parishes effective July 1, 2026. While we are
sad to see him go, we trust God’s plan for this new chapter for both him and our parish.
We are grateful for his faithful service, leadership, and dedication to our parish. We pray
that God blesses Fr. Benson as he has blessed us.

Also, it has been announced that Fr. Silvichan Dominic has been appointed Pastor of

St. Patrick’s Parish and Bishop’s Delegate and Chaplain of St. Patrick’s Elementary School,
effective July 1, 2026.

Included in this bulletin is Bishop Gary Gordon’s letter and a document entitled

“A Reflection on Change for Parish Communities”.

Moose Hide Campaign Presentation on May 6th

The St. Patrick's Parish CWL is hosting a guest speaker on Wednesday, May 6th at 1:00pm.
Marilyn Lacerte will give a short presentation on the Moosehide campaign. The Moose
Hide Campaign began as a BC-born, Indigenous-led, grassroots movement to engage men
and boys in ending violence towards women and children. It has since grown into a nation-
wide movement of Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians from local communities, First
Nations, governments, schools, colleges/universities, police forces and many other
organizations — all committed to taking action to end this violence. All are welcome to
attend from 1:00-1:30pm in the Lourdes Hall. Our regular CWL meeting will follow at
1:30pm. Moosehide Campaign Day is Thursday, May 14 at the Legislature lawn from
12:00-1:00pm.

All are invited to attend the St. Patrick’s Elementary School Marian Mass on
Friday, May 8 at 10:45am.
*Please note: the regular Friday 11:30am Confession and 12:10pm Mass are cancelled*

St. Patrick’s Catholic Women’s League 100" Anniversary Celebration

On Sunday, May 24" the Catholic Women'’s League is hosting a Rosary Procession at
noon, after the 11:00am Mass. This will be followed with a High Tea Reception at
12:30pm in the Lourdes Hall. All CWL Members and St. Patrick’s Parishioners are invited to
attend this special celebration to recognize and honour 100 years of CWL service to the par-
ish. Attendance at the High Tea is by reservation only because this is a catered event and we
need to know numbers.

Deadline to reserve is May 10™ via email stpatscwlrsvp@gmail.com or call 250-213-3304.

Baptismal Preparation for the Parents

Is it your hope to have your infant welcomed into the family of God through baptism?

If so, to prepare to have your child baptized, parents must participate in a Baptismal Prep
course and complete a baptism registration form. Please note that the next

session available to take a Baptismal Prep course is Thursday, May 14 (4:00-6:00pm).
Please email hcspbaptismalprep@rcdvictoria.org with your name and contact information.
The coordinator will then contact you with more details about baptism and forward you the
baptism registration form.

BULLETIN NOTICES OR ANNOUNCEMENTS

When you have notices or announcements pertaining to the Parish, that you
would like to submit for approval to be included in the weekly bulletin sent
out on Fridays, please ensure that your bulletin request is received by the

office by Wednesday at 4:00pm.
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COLLECTIONS APRIL 26, 2026

Envelopes
Loose Change

Tiptap

Bldg. Maint. Fund

CanadaHelps
PAD
Grand Total

S 1,925.00
S 1,005.00
S 95.00
S 60.00
S 144.75
N 713.00
$ 3,942.75

FINANCIAL NEWS

Received

Needed to
cover
expenses

Difference

Apr 26,
2026

-$3,742.25

YTD

$3,942.75 $105,596.74

$7,685.00 $138,330.00

-$32,733.26

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE

March for Life Victoria on May 14th
The March for Life will take place on Thursday, May 14th with a 12pm Mass at St. Andrew’s Ca-
thedral. The March leaves Centennial Square at 1:45pm. A 5:00pm dinner will be held at St. Pat-

rick’s Parish. Tickets or the May 14th dinner may be purchased from Edward Camilleri at
egcamilleri@shaw.ca. Click here to view the BANNER. Further detail please see the attached
poster in this week’s bulletin

The CWL is grateful for all donations of clothing and housewares that people have generously
given recently. Unfortunately we are unable to accept anything further at this time. Thank you

Garden Babies for Birthright Plant Sale

Birthright’s Annual Plant Sale is on Saturday, May 23rd, from 9am to 1pm in
Lourdes Hall. There will be all the usual plants, from perennials and ground covers
to shrubs and edibles. We would love to have your plant donations. Please con-

tact Peggy at 250-478-5372 or info@birthrightvictoria.org Pre-orders are now
being taken for pick-up at the plant sale or during set-up on Friday, May 22nd. Please see our
Plant Sale Poster. Thank you!

St. Clare Villa Unit for Sale
Unit # 204, a one bedroom plus
den suite of 840 square feet.
New carpeting and ready for
immediate possession.
Contact Housing Corporation
agent Tony Joe 250-361-7883
or tony@primeteam.ca

Online 50/50 Raffle Fundraiser
Our Lady of the Rosary Parish is excited to announce their online 50/50 Raffle fundraiser
through Rafflebox. They are raising funds to support the construction of the Early Learning and
Childcare Centre that will nurture children, support families and serve their growing community
for generations. Here is the URL - https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/oltrp but please note the
raffle does not open until May 8, 2026 . Tickets sales end on June 30th and the draw date is on
July 4, 2026. You need to be in BC at time of purchase, but you don’t need to be a BC resident.
Thank you for your support. Please forward to family and friends.

Recollections for Men and Women

An evening recollection for women will be held on Monday, May 18th from 6:15-8:00pm at
St. Joseph the Worker Parish, 753 Burnside Road West. It will be preceded by Mass at 5:30pm.
An evening recollection for men will be held on Tuesday, May 19th from 6:00-8:00pm at
Sacred Heart Parish, 4040 Nelthorpe Street. It will be preceded by Mass at 5:15pm.

LIVESTREAM MASSES

Live Mass broadcast this weekend! Mass is livestreamed this week on Sunday, May 3rd from St. Patrick’s
Parish at 11:00am. Click the link here: http://www.youtube.com/c/StPatricksHolyCrossChurch

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Mon. May 4

Church &
Parish Office
CLOSED

Tues. May 5

11lam to 3:00pm
Church & Office
Open

11:40am The
Rosary,
followed by
12pm The
Regina Coeli
& 12:10 Mass

7pm
Toastmasters

7pm AA-CLUE

Wed. May 6

11am to 3:00pm
Church & Office Open

11:30am Exposition
of the Blessed
Sacrament, Rosary,
Regina Coeli Mass

1pm CWL General
Meeting with Guest
Speaker

7pm AA Peace Group
Meeting

Thurs. May 7
11lam to 3:00pm

Church & Office
Open

11:40am

The Rosary,
12pm The
Regina Coeli
& 12:10 Mass

7pm Knights of
Columbus

General Meeting

7pm AA-Peace

Fri. May 8

11am to 3:00pm
Church & Office Open

10:45am St. Patrick’s
School Marian Mass

Confessions Cancelled
12:10 Mass Cancelled

1pm Funeral Mass
(Father lan Stuart)

3pm Divine Mercy
Devotion

7pm CA Spiritual Lines

Sat. May 9

Church & Parish
Office CLOSED

2pm Couples for
Christ - Christian
Life Program

6:15pm
Confessions

7pm Saturday
Evening Mass

Sun. May 10

Church & Parish
Office CLOSED

11am Sunday Mass
& Children’s Liturgy
Coffee after Mass

4pm Sunday Mass
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Roman Catholic Diocese of Victoria
Office of the Bishop

1-4044 Nelthorpe Street, Victoria, BC V8X 2Al - Tel: 250-479-1331 - Fax: 250-479-5423 - Web: rcdvictoria.org

April 29, 2026

St. Patrick’s Parish
2060 Haultain Street
Victoria, BC V&R 2L7

Dear Friends in Christ,

As was recently announced, with the upcoming reassignment of Fr. Benson Asuming, Fr.
Silvichan Dominic CFIC has been appointed Pastor of St. Patrick’s Parish in Victoria and
Bishop’s Delegate and Chaplain of St. Patrick’s School, effective July 1, 2026. This is
undeniably a time of change for the parish, and change can bring feelings of uncertainty and loss.
But change is a normal part of a Catholic community’s life, a process of transformation that can
be positively embraced.

To help your parish through these changes in pastoral leadership, please find attached a
document entitled “A4 Reflection on Change for Parish Communities ”’ that may serve as a useful
tool. The process of ‘change management’ relies on a Pastor’s mature leadership, the gifts of the
community at St. Patrick’s, and the Grace of the Holy Spirit that leads and guides communities
through change. Although it can be difficult, the process truly provides opportunities for
reflection, growth, and renewal.

I pray this that this time will be an opportunity for the community of St. Patrick’s to see Christ
through new encounters, and to develop new ways to grow as a Catholic faith community. I am
confident that as a community, St. Patrick’s will work together to support each other through this
change.

Please keep in prayer the Priest Personnel Committee as they work to discern and meet the
pastoral needs of all the parishes in the Diocese.

In Communion,

—f;_ = i
oo (L

Most Reverend Gary Gordon
Bishop of Victoria

Cc:  Teresa Kellendonk, Chancellor

Attachment: 4 Reflection on Change for Parish Communities



A Reflection on Change for Parish Communities

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings,
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”" And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying ““God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” *

The two narratives above are scenarios where Peter is speaking to Jesus, specifically about not wanting
things to change. The first is a “mountain moment” that Peter didn’t want to lose; much like when
communities are pleased with their priest and they say to the bishop, “you can’t move him; we want him
to stay.” The second foretells of a “valley moment”, where Jesus says he will die and be resurrected;
much like the mourning some communities go through with the loss of “their priest”, not recognizing the
new priest as a potential for new life. Both narratives may serve as scriptural reflections when an
announcement is made that their priest is moving to another community.

When all is going well, and the priest and community are in general harmony, where the work of the Holy
Spirit is evident in faith practices and the Sacraments, when the support of the community for the priest is
strong, and there is a sense of inclusion of all families, we act like Peter and say: “let’s keep this moment,
change will take all of this away”. When there is a strong emotional bond to a pastor, communities feel
that no one else can or should be their faith leader. However, when things are not working well within a
community, often change is demanded from the bishop, and communities do not want to wait until the
bishop makes changes across the Diocese. Both are self-centered thinking and create an environment
resistant to change and growth.

Change can be a double-edged sword, but we must first see it as a positive life event for both the priest
and the faith community. Change to some may mean there are losses, and the grieving of these losses.
Separation caused by change leaves some in the community feeling like lost sheep, or spiritual orphans
and widows. Losing a priestly father may bring with it feelings of anger, or a sense of unfair treatment.
Communities must recognize change as normal and usually a healthy process that sparks reflection,
facilitates new pastoral goals, and celebrates the universality of our faith and unity in our particular
Diocese.

Priests are called to serve wherever they are needed. It is inherent in the priestly calling and their
vocation. In that call and answer to serve God in communion with their bishop or religious superior is the
uncertainty of change when communities lose their current pastor. Change, in its simplest form, is a
process of transformation that can be positively embraced. It is a normal part of a Catholic community’s
life, and of a Catholic priest’s ministry. It is an opportunity for the community to see Christ through new
encounters.

The following suggestions may be helpful in dealing with changes in pastoral leadership:

1. Recognize that it is also a time of celebration for the community with their outgoing pastor.
These should be celebrations of the successes of the past few years, and hope for the next few
years.

2. Individuals who are experiencing loss and feelings of grief can spend time in prayer, in silence
before the tabernacle, in meditation, or through relaxation exercises to allow the Holy Spirit to
rise and heal the feelings and thoughts they are experiencing.

1 Mark 9:5
2 Matthew 16:22
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A Reflection on Change for Parish Communities

3. When times of community doubt or turmoil arise, it is important for communities to create
opportunities to share their feelings. Here lies an opportunity for lay leaders and the Parish
Pastoral Council to organize time for the community to express their feelings, to dialogue, and to
seek comfort and peace with accepting the change. The focus should be planning for the new
reality.

4. Take time to prepare for the departure of the current priest, and express appreciation for their
service to the faith community. Celebrate their time with you, and the gifts they brought, and
brought out, during their time with the community. If there is a mutual desire to maintain contact,
establish the means this could take.

Embracing change without judgement, with a sense of moving towards a new encounter with Christ, is
the bedrock on which to continue building a community’s house of faith. Change allows for a time to
reflect on what a community believes its gifts are, and to consider how these will be offered to God.
Perhaps there will be different and creative ideas that will grow. Be open to new perspectives and
developing new ways to grow as a Catholic faith-community.

Accepting and embracing change positively allows for hearts, minds, and spirits to be touched by others.
Being open to a new experience will help to build the Body of Christ within your community through
current members, perhaps new catechumens, those who have become complacent in their faith, and those
who, having left the church, may be seeking to reconnect with God.

‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.””

Take Jesus’ words into your heart, and reach out with a spirit of love to greet the new reality. Try not to
let opinions of others influence how you will welcome this change. Let the mutual love in which Jesus
calls his disciples, be the starting point to build together. The role of a priest is to be “In persona Christi”,
to be a Servant Leader animated by the Holy Spirit, and to use the gifts of the Father in the world; to bring
about His Kingdom here and now. Your role is to be faithful and to persevere in striving to do God’s
will, until the next change you will be asked to accept and embrace.

3 John 13:34-35
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HOSTED BY 3
ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC
WOMEN’'S LEAGUE

7004 LQ/WW% Getelvatson

Please join us as we celebrate

100 years of faith, fellowship and service

All parishioners and guests are warmly invited to attend a

High Tea Reception following the 12:00 Rosary Procession

TEA | SANDWICHES | SWEETS | FELLOWSHIP

Let us gather in gratitude for the generations of women who have

served our parish community with dedication and faith.

St. Patrick’s Parish, 2060 Haultain St
Sunday, May 24 | 12:30 pm- 2:00 pm
‘ RSVP by May 10" via email

T Everyone Welcome

stpatsewlrsvp@gmail.com w; :
& Questions? Call 250 213 3304 [ b
L% &
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——MARCH FOR LIFE—

EVERY LIFE IS A GIFT. EVERY PERSON HAS PURPOSE.
TOGETHER, WE CHOOSE LIFE.

T

V-

e |
CRERISHED VALUED SUPPORTED WITH BUILDING A CULTURE “\1

BEFORE BIRTH AT EVERY STAGE LOVE AND CARE OF LIFE | JOIN US. STAND FORLIFE. @
~

mdlvictoria.ca

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR MORE INFO:
www.M4LVictoria.ca

Email: M4LVictoria@gmail.com

412:00PM Protestant Prayer Service
Central Baptist Church
833 Pandora Avenue, Victoria, BC JOIN US ON:

12:00PM Mass at St. Andrew’s Roman facebook.com/M4LVictoria
Catholic Cathedral Twitter.com/MA4L_Victoria

740 View Street, Victoria, BC #M4LVic #Prolife

1:45PM  March leaves from Centennial Square
down Government Street
to the B.C. Legislature

5:00PM DinneratSt. Patrick’s Parish

2060 Haultain Street, Victoria, BC . KNIGHTS

W F COLUMBUS ‘=
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We Teach Driving

it et e =Y

; rea Feal E S OnN
W REY BT R RITN b 4

Helping home Sellers
and Buyers Since 1991

@
4 N

|\ N 2% Agent for St. Clare Villa RL}M%)!AMME
4 V==
r_ s .
P S & 250-419-7439
\ tony@PrimeTeam.ca RE/MAX
o W CLLECEORIVING SCHOOL Tony Joe www.PRIMETeam.ca
Call: 250-383-7483 office@wallacedrivingsch RESa0el S £ oo RE/MAX Sabre Realty wo
. o Scan me!
Is screen time an issue @§; 2' 8
for your children? ] -
The Holly Hatch Method: 10 Keys to transform your FAIRFIELD PLAZA
family’s relationship with screens and reclaim “ ’ »
real childhood. Visit hollyhatchmethod.com to Sav’er of Soles
take the quiz and download your free starter kit. Phone: 250 595-2378
Visit www.hollyhatchmethod.com to take the quiz! www.218run.com
More Flooring In Stock, More Prices You'll Love.
glnStock McCALL  woreero

Hardwood | Sheet Vinyl | Area Rugs | Tile
Laminate | Vinyl Plank | Carpet | & More!

|4\ |pEAle) WM Victoria 9601 Boleskine Rd Unit #10
250.386.8883

FLOORING CENTRES

GARDENS PREARRANGEMENTS

250-385-4465 ‘
HONOURING LIFE  peee oo aice DRIVE ‘

FAMILY OWNED FOR FOUR GENERATIONS www.mccallgardens.com

GET MOTIVATED!

Certified Personal Trainer at your door.

Get into shape from the comfort
& safety of your home!

We provide In Home Visits & Online
Personal Training for any age & fitness level.

« Weight Loss Programs

« Increased Strength

« Core Programs

« Flexibility Programs

+« Meal Plans
Anastasia Pearse

1 888 905 8724 « pearse.anastasia@gmail.com « www.inhometrainer.ca

First Memorial Funeral Services

* Low cost monthly pre arrangement plans
* 1155 Fort Street (Downtown)
e 250-384-5512
¢ www.firstmemorialvictoria.com
e Parking Available

A CeA*RE

*‘- == Funeral Services

’ Recommended by Health
Professionals, Clergy, & the Family’s
we have served since 1990.

carefuneral.com Phone: (250) 391-9696

~ Fr. William Haun's

"Sea Loft

Check it out-om Ai
email sealoftwh@g

T1.T. DRApERy

® Sheers

® DRApERIES

& Bedspreads Thuy-Tran

e AlrerAaTtions 918 Alston Sa.
Victoria, BC V9A 3S4

o Re-Lining
Tel/Fax: 250-786-7994

e Blinds

KIM E. JOHNSON

CREASE HARMAN LLP
Barristers and Solicitors, Notaries Public

800-1070 Douglas Street, Victoria, B.C., VW 2C4
Tel: (250) 388-5421 + Fax: (250) 388-4294
Emails: kjohnson@crease.com
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