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APRIL 26, 2020
3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
It strikes me that the beautiful Gospel story we just heard is in fact a description of what we are about here. It is not too
difficult to recognize you and I in those two disciples who are on their way to Emmaus. Is it? And look what it is that makes
them slowly come to the point of recognizing Jesus as risen, as being very much with them; it is a recognition that enables them
to snap out of their dejection and disillusionment so that they can take up life again with a sense of purpose and hope,
strengthened and renewed: what makes that possible for them is their searching of scriptures and their breaking and sharing of
the bread, in the presence of Jesus.
But those are exactly the activities that we engage in while gathered in real or virtual time. Every Sunday before
Covid-19 as disciples of Jesus have done for centuries- we too come together around the scriptures and around the bread and
wine that we share. We gather in Jesus’ name. All of us have been baptized in Jesus’ name. We recognize Him to be present
in us and among us; we are very much a Jesus community. I know that not everything about us as a Jesus community is perfect.
The same is true of our life of faith. It has its ups and downs; faith is something that needs to be constantly re-appropriated in
the light of new life experiences. While we may pride ourselves in being believers; we know our life of faith can be called into
question and challenged at one time, and at other times it can be seriously tested and shaken. We have our moments of joy
and peace, but also of doubts and questions. That is why we need to come together and search the scriptures, much like the
disciples of Emmaus.
Some of us are quick to admit we don’t need help in being foolish. We do this quite well on our own. Nonetheless, the
story of the Emmaus travelers provides a checklist of choices that lead to boneheaded moves. First of all, they abandon hope
too soon. Second, they separate from the community of faith. Third, they discount reports that Jesus is still being
encountered. No wonder they didn’t recognize Jesus when He was standing right next to them! Practice patience. Stay close.
And seek the Lord while He may be found. How many of us, traveling in the dark along the Road to Nowhere, wake up in the
hour of Eucharist and remember who we are and in whose blessed company we are privileged to stand ? Even at midnight, it is
not too late to turn back and regain our place among those who believe. It is never too late! To the mad, sad, bored and
ignored …it is never to late!
The Emmaus story is a living paradigm for Christian discipleship. It strongly suggests that if we travel life’s journey with
others, sharing our faith and our doubts with them, Christ will be with us, opening our minds to the truth. The dawning
understanding of the two disciples on their way to Emmaus is like a gospel within the gospel and is often used as a summary of
what Christian life is all about. For these disciples on the road, all they had hope for seemed to be over and gone.
Dear friends, in a nutshell the two key messages in today readings are that we must give and receive witness to the truth
of Jesus Christ. Who are some of the least likely witnesses to Christ you’ve encountered? What did you learn from the
strength of their faith? Could you stand as Peter did in a crowd and speak of Jesus’ resurrection and saving power? Let us
continue to put the Resurrection to work.
Easter in us,
Father William
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FROM OUR PARISH:
Quotes to Ponder:
In faith, there is enough light for those who want to believe and enough shadows to blind those
who don’t.
-Blaise Paschal
The Lord became our bread and we are his bread. . . . If you want to know him, break yourself as he
did, because anyone who claims to abide in Christ ought to live as he lived. . . . Bear in your body the
marks of Jesus Christ by accepting the condition of a servant, not of a superior. And when you have
emptied yourself, you will know the Lord through the breaking of bread.
-12th Century Homily

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIOCESE: Thank you for joining us. During these challenging
times, we continue to celebrate the Liturgies as an online community through our live
streamed transmissions.
Live Streaming from St. Andrew’s Cathedral for Sunday and Daily Mass with
Bishop Gary Gordon
3rd Sunday of Easter Sunday Mass, April 26th - 10:00am
Daily Mass: Monday to Friday at 7:00pm
To access please follow this link:
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream
Live Streaming - tune in as our Pastor Father William Hann celebrates
3rd Sunday of Easter Sunday Mass, April 26th - 9:00am
Click the link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5NzsSMWmOTJe7UdReKf6Kw

A Prayer Of Protection In Time
of Pandemic
O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of
salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain while
remaining steadfast in faith. O loving Mother, you
know what we need, and we are confident you will
provide for us as at Cana in Galilee. Intercede for
us with your Son Jesus, the Divine Physician, for
those who have fallen ill, for those who are
vulnerable, and for those who have died. Intercede
also for those charged with protecting the health
and safety of others and for those who are tending
to the sick and seeking a cure. Help us, O Mother
of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus, who took upon
himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to
lead us, through the Cross, to the glory of the
Resurrection. Amen. Under thy protection we
seek refuge, O Holy Mother of God.
In our needs, despise not our petitions,
but deliver us always from all dangers,
O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.

-Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis-

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I desire to receive
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this
moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.

Thank you to the late Esther Bernice O’Flynn (nee Van Norman)
who has gifted Saint Patrick’s parish with $25,000 in her Last Will.
Bernice passed away in March 2019.
We are deeply grateful for this bequest
and the timing is indeed a grace.

MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS
“We continue to pray for people who
have fallen ill in this pandemic. Today I
would like to ask for a special prayer
for families…I think especially of
families with a disabled person among
them. The welcome centers for
people with disability are closed and
the person stays with the family. Let
us pray for families that they do not
lose their peace in this moment and
that they succeed in moving forward
with strength and joy…We ask the
Lord today for the grace of not falling
into indifference, the grace that all the
information we have about human
suffering might penetrate our hearts
and move us to do something for
others.”
Lets stay connected ! Our virtual community:
Father William has created a Facebook page for the
combined St Patrick’s & Holy Cross Families:

https://www.facebook.com/StPatsHolyCross/

We are very grateful that you are part of our
Catholic Parish Family. May God bless you and
your family during this difficult time.. WE ARE
PRAYING FOR ALL PARISHIONERS.
FINANCIAL NEWS

2020 COLLECTIONS RECEIVED
April 19th

Year to Date

Received

$3,131.00

$71,797.96

Needed

$5,432.70

$86,923.20

-$2,301.70

-$15,125.24

Difference

Thank you for your continued financial support
of our St. Patrick’s Parish

FROM OUR PARISH & DIOCESE
RECONCILIATION ROOM: Following diocesan protocol of creating a safe
environment, the family room has been transformed back to a reconciliation room.
Father William will now be hearing confessions in this Mercy room with the Divine Mercy
picture placed there as well. When we are able to resume Mass, families will be at home
and welcome with all of us in our liturgical gathering in the Church.
FRIENDLY REMINDER: While all Masses are cancelled until further notice, Father
William will celebrate a private Mass daily honoring the intention for that day.
However at this time no more Mass intentions will be taken. Also, while our office
will remain open, protocol must be followed. There will be no person to person
contact, please call or email first. Fr. William is available to talk during office hours at St.
Patrick’s Parish 12:15 - 4:00 pm, Tuesday to Friday. To stay in touch and receive all
Parish email communications and bulletins, please make sure the office has your email
address. You can email to: stpat190@telus.net to provide your personal email
information.
CWL NEWS! Sunday April 26th is the Feast day of Our Lady of Good
Counsel the Patroness of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada.
To
celebrate this feast day the members of the CWL are having a Mass televised on Salt and
Light TV at 8:00 am PDT. This Mass is offered for the living and deceased members, their
families, spiritual advisors, and the well-being of the League in its 100th year. Please
accept their invitation to join them with your family and friends in the comfort of your
home, and participate in the celebration of Our Lady of Good Counsel on her feast day.
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE - THANKS! Development and Peace - Thank you so
much for your donations to our virtual Share Lent campaign. Many of you gave either online,
by phone or by mailing a cheque to Development and Peace. We will celebrate Solidarity
Sunday when we can gather together again as a worshipping community. The people of the
Global South are effected by the pandemic as much as we are, or even more as many of them
already lived in very precarious situations. Thank you for giving from the heart and you can
always donate anytime of the year when you are able. Please stay well and stay safe and as
Bishop Gary and Bonnie Henry say "Stay home" for now. Be thankful for small blessings.
THE 9-10 CLUB SERVING SOUP TO THE HUNGRY: Did you know the Soup Kitchen is an essential service? In this challenging time, we offer soup-to-go bagged meal service,
and observe physical distancing and other prescribed practices in fulfilling our community mission. The Soup Kitchen is located in the basement of St. Andrew’s
Cathedral, and is open
Monday to Friday, from 8:00 to 10:00 am. We wish to extend our thanks, and appreciation,
to the numerous volunteers and donors who have graciously supported our operations for
more than 30 years. http://www.thesoupkitchen.ca/

Capital Fund Contributions - $0

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH:
Monday April 27

Tuesday April 28

Wednesday Apr 29

Thursday Apr 30

Friday May 1

Saturday May 2

7pm Mass Bishop
Gary Gordon
Live Stream

7pm Mass Bishop
Gary Gordon
Live Stream

7pm Mass Bishop
Gary Gordon
Live Stream

7pm Mass Bishop
Gary Gordon
Live Stream

7pm Mass Bishop
Gary Gordon
Live Stream

6:00pm Mass
CANCELLED

12:10pm Mass
CANCELLED

12:10 Mass
CANCELLED

12:10pm Mass
CANCELLED

12:10pm Mass
CANCELLED

12 NOON - 4:00PM
CHURCH OPEN
FOR PRAYER &
VISITATION

12 NOON - 4:00PM
CHURCH OPEN
FOR PRAYER &
VISITATION

12 NOON - 4:00PM
CHURCH OPEN
FOR PRAYER &
VISITATION

12 NOON - 4:00PM
CHURCH OPEN
FOR PRAYER &
VISITATION

St. Patrick’s Parish
Church & Office
is Closed

Office Open Only
for phone calls &
emails.
9:30am to 3:00pm

Office Open Only
for phone calls &
emails.
9:30am to 3:00pm
7pm AA Peace

Office Open Only
for phone calls &
emails.
9:30am to 3:00pm
7pm AA Peace

Office Open Only
for phone calls &
emails.
9:30am to 3:00pm

St. Patrick’s
Parish Church &
Office is Closed

7pm AA Peace

Sunday May 3
4th Sunday of
Easter
9:00am Sunday
Mass
Father William Hann
Live Stream
10:00am Sunday
Mass
Bishop Gary Gordon
Live Stream
11:00am Mass
CANCELLED
St. Patrick’s Parish
Church & Office
is Closed

FAIRFIELD PLAZA
“Sav’er of Soles”
Phone: 250 595-2378
www.218run.com

