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Prayers for our hearts and for our community 
 



Prayers for our heart — Humility  

(from Prayers for Today by Kurt Bjorklund, p. 65) 

I will not be arrogant, proud, haughty, or full of myself, or wise in my own 

estimation—but I will associate with the humble and lowly.  
ROMANS 12:16  

O Father, give us the humility which 
Realizes its ignorance, admits its mistakes, Recognizes its need, welcomes 

advice, Accepts rebuke.  

Help us always  
To praise rather than to criticize,  

To sympathize rather than to condemn, 
To encourage rather than discourage,  
To build rather than to destroy,  
And to think of people at their best rather than at their worst.  

WILLIAM BARCLAY, Scottish Bible professor (1907–1978) [CPB, 215]  

When I am blessed with abundance, I will be on my guard lest my heart become 

proud, and I forget to honor You, O Lord my God, who is the one who provides all 

good things . . . lest I think that it was my power and the strength of my hand that 

brought this abundance.  

DEUTERONOMY 8:12–14, 17  

Lord Jesus Christ, my almighty yet humble God. 
Your word teaches that You bring down the proud and lift up the humble. I am 

tempted even in this prayer to be humble so I can be made much of.  
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Forgive me. Help me be free from the desire to be exalted. 
Help me to admit when I am wrong or mistaken. 
Help me to rejoice in another’s success even if it comes at my expense. Help 

me to be content when I am not on top. 
Help me to weep when those who have been against me weep, not  

taking secret joy in their misfortune. 
Help me not to be miffed when I am not recognized or appreciated. Help me 

not to feel insulted when I am not chosen or consulted. Help me not to be 

disheartened when I am passed over.  
Help me to recognize that all I have that is good is a gift from Your  

hand. Amen.  

KURT BJORKLUND, American minister (1968–present day)  

A PRAYER FOR TODAY  

Add your own prayers around what it would mean to be humble. . . . Ask to be rescued from 

pride—and to see pride for what it is. . . .  

Prayers for your heart — Surrender 

(from Prayers for Today by Kurt Bjorklund, p. 68) 

You are close to the brokenhearted, Lord, and save those who are crushed in spirit.  

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
but You deliver the righteous from all of them.  

You are my refuge and You are my strength, O God, my ever-present help in 

trouble.  
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Therefore I will not fear, though the earth changes and the mountains slip into the 

heart of the sea.  

I pray, O God, that I may know you, that I may love you, 
so that I may rejoice in you.  

PSALM 34:18–19  

PSALM 46:1–2  

"  "  "  

And if I cannot do this to the full in this life, at least let me go forward from 

day to day until that joy comes to fullness.  

Let the knowledge of you go forward in me here, and there let it be made full.  

Let love for you increase, and there let it be full, so that here my joy may be 

great in hope and there it may be full in reality.  

O Lord, through your Son, you command us—rather, you counsel us—to ask, 

and you promise that we shall receive, that our joy may be full.  

O Lord, I ask what you counsel through our wonderful Counselor. 
Let me receive what you promise through your truth, that my joy may be  

full. 
Meanwhile, let my mind meditate upon it, let my tongue speak of it. Let my 

heart love it, let my tongue discourse upon it. 
Let my soul hunger for it, let my flesh thirst for it, let my whole being  

desire it, until I enter into the joy of my Lord, 
who is the triune and one God, blessed forever. Amen.  

ANSELM, Italian monk(1033–1109)[PFG,118PD] 

A PRAYER FOR TODAY 

Father, I ask for a heart that longs for You like the psalmist and those who 

have gone before me.  
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Today my heart is broken in the following ways . . .  
My spirit is crushed in the following ways . . .  
I am afflicted in the following ways . . .  
Yet I acknowledge that You are close to me, that You save me,  

that You deliver me from all my afflictions,  

that You are my refuge—my strength—my ever-present help. 
I thank You and I will live today without being dominated by fear. Amen.  
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Prayers for our Community 

A heart for the lost around us 

There are so many souls we come into contact with each and every day who 

are without Jesus Christ. Let’s pray for a heart of loving compassion that will 

not rest until we have shared with them the love of our Savior. Ask that God 

would enable us to see them as he sees them. Let us earnestly pray for 

boldness and courage to speak up when our hearts grow faint. 

Neighbors 

Think about some of your neighbors and pray for them by name. If you 

don’t know how to pray for them, take a moment and ask! Even if they 

are not saved, folks usually appreciate prayer. You’ll be surprised at the 

conversations you can have when you ask someone how you can pray for 

them. 

Schools and Teachers 

Ask that God would continue to work on the hearts of our youth — 

specifically that he would cause the seeds planted during Winter Retreat to 

flourish (over 10% of Clare High School went on this retreat!) 

Pray for the teachers and local principals who devote their days to 

shepherding our students. Ask that God would give words and wisdom to our 

believing teachers and school staff, that they might be a light in our schools. 
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Please ask God to be present as district and state leaders make impactful 

decisions and for wisdom in curriculum decisions and funding. Let’s ask him 

for guidance and patience for the parent volunteers as they serve our 

neighborhood schools. Pray that our schools will be a safe, positive 

community for our students. 

Law Enforcement 

Pray for local law enforcement, for their safety and wisdom and compassion 

in all circumstances. 

Families 

Let’s pray that marriages would be strong, that parents would lay strong 

foundations of the Word of God by teaching the scriptures at home and 

leading their families in worship and that family members would have wisdom 

in relating to one another. Pray also that God would specifically give parents 

wisdom on how to regulate and carefully use technology in our homes and 

that he would protect our hearts from pornography and other sinful habits 

which can come from our online devices.  

Ask God that he would empower us to minister to families who struggle with 

poverty, abuse and addiction; that we might be present for single parents, 

shut-ins and those with disabilities.  

Pray that we would be a church passionate about adoption and foster care 

and serving families reaching our community in this way. 
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Outreach 

Farwell youth group and the newly launched Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

Harrison — let’s ask God for wisdom to better reach out with his love and 

grace to our neighbors to the North 

Local Ministries 

His Helping Hands — Please pray for provision for their financial needs and 

more volunteers to be able to reach those in need. 

Joshua’s House — They would like prayers to find favor with grant 

organizations to fix their roof top air conditioner/heating unit.  Also for a 

grant to purchase an ultrasound unit so the young girls can see their babies 

with the hope that they will change their mine of an abortion and want to 

keep to the baby to raise themselves or put up for adoption. 

Camp Living Waters — Pray for the Gospel to powerfully impact the hearts 

of the many campers who will be coming this summer. 

Marcus and Arianna Pattullo (serving with Cru at Central Michigan 

University) — Please pray for new believers Yu, Alessandra, Jackson and 

Hunter; that they might grow in their faith. Pray also for wisdom as the staff 

looks for new student Bible study leaders and as they begin to plan for next 

year. 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Notes
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