
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Exodus 5–12

STORY POINT:  
God delivered His people and proved 

that He is the one true God.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Hosea 13:4

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things according to His 
character.

The Plagues and the 
Passover
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LEADER Bible Study
God had a plan to rescue the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt. He 
chose and called Moses for the task and allowed Moses’ brother, Aaron, 
to help him.

Moses and Aaron faced a huge obstacle in leading the Israelites out of 
Egypt, and his name was Pharaoh. Pharaoh did not recognize the Lord’s 
authority: “Who is the Lord that I should obey him by letting Israel 
go?” (Ex. 5:2) Pharaoh hardened his heart against the Lord, but all of 
this fit into God’s plan to reveal to Pharaoh—and all of Egypt—who He 
is.

First, God sent a series of plagues that wrecked Egypt. The plagues were 
acts of judgment designed to show the Egyptians who God is—and the 
Egyptians learned their lesson. Read Exodus 8:19; 9:20,27; and 10:7.

The tenth plague was the most severe and had the greatest impact on the 
Egyptian people. God told Moses that around midnight, every firstborn 
male in Egypt would die. But God gave specific instructions to the 
Israelites. They were to slaughter a lamb or goat and put its blood on 
their doorposts. The blood on the doorpost would be a distinguishing 
mark. When God saw the blood, He “passed over” the house. 

The Israelite people were sinful, and they deserved death just as much as 
the Egyptians did. But God graciously provided a way out. By marking 
their doorposts with the blood of a lamb, they were spared from the 
judgment and death they deserved. The lamb was killed instead. The 
heart of the gospel is found in the story of the Passover: Jesus never 
sinned, but He was crucified for our sins. We deserve death, but He died 
instead.

As you teach kids this week, highlight the Passover and help them look 
ahead to the true spotless lamb—Jesus, “the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
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The Plagues and the Passover
Exodus 5–12

God’s people, the Israelites, were slaves in Egypt. They cried out 
to God, and God called Moses to rescue them. So Moses and his 
brother Aaron went to Pharaoh: “This is what the Lord, the God of 

Israel, says: Let My people go.”
But Pharaoh responded, “Who is the 

Lord? Why should I obey Him? Israel 
may not go!”

So God sent ten plagues to 
punish the Egyptians.

First, God turned the water 
in the Nile River into blood. 
But Pharaoh would not let 
the people go. 

God sent frogs into 
Egypt. Pharaoh said, “Ask 
your God to take away the 
frogs. Then I will let the 
people go.” But when God 

removed the frogs, Pharaoh 
refused to let the people go.

So God sent gnats into Egypt 
that bit the people and animals. 

Then God sent flies, and He caused 
all the livestock to die. Still, Pharaoh did 

not let the people go.
God sent boils that covered the people in Egypt, 

but Pharaoh’s heart was hard. Not even a terrible hailstorm changed 
Pharaoh’s mind. Locusts ate up the plants, and then darkness 
covered the land for three days. But still Pharaoh said no.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Memory tool: Come 
up with a mnemonic 
device to help kids 
remember the ten 
plagues God sent 
to Egypt. Repeat it 
multiple times, then 
see if the kids can list 
the plagues using it. 

• Use dramatic 
timing: During the 
part of the story 
where Pharaoh 
keeps going back 
and forth about 
letting the people go, 
speed up the pace 
of your speaking 
to emphasize the 
relentless waves 
of plagues, but 
use silent pauses 
and a slow pace 
to emphasize the 
severity of the tenth 
plague.

The BIBLE Story
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God told Moses, “I will bring one more plague. After 
that, Pharaoh will let you go.”

Moses warned Pharaoh: God will go through Egypt. 
Every firstborn male in Egypt will die, but the Israelites 
will be safe. Pharaoh ignored Moses.

So God told every Israelite family to kill a lamb and 
sprinkle its blood on the doorposts of their houses. This 
would be a special mark that God would see and “pass 
over.” No one in the Israelites’ families would die.

At midnight, God struck every firstborn in the land of 
Egypt. There was a great cry in the land of Egypt because 
there wasn’t a house without someone dead. Pharaoh called 
for Moses and Aaron. “Go!” he said.

The Israelites were ready! A whole army of them—
600,000 men and their families—left Egypt quickly. They 
took bread and their animals. They asked the Egyptians for 
gold, silver, and clothing. The Egyptians gave them what 
they wanted. 

God led His people out of Egypt. He was preparing 
a place for them in a land called Canaan (KAY nuhn). 
For 430 years, the Israelites had been slaves in the land of 
Egypt. They were finally free!

Christ Connection: By His grace, God spared the Israelites 
from judgment by requiring the blood of a lamb. Jesus is the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. His death 
was the ultimate sacrifice, and those who trust in Christ are 
under His saving blood and will be passed over in the final 
judgment.

89God’s People in Egypt

© 2018 LIfeWay




