
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Exodus 13–15

STORY POINT:  
God parted the Red Sea 
for His people to cross.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Hosea 13:4

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things according to His 
character.

The Red Sea 
Crossing
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LEADER Bible Study
The crossing of the Red Sea is an event in history that displays God’s 
grace, remembered for generations as God’s mighty redemptive act. God 
had clearly shown His power in Egypt through the plagues; now He was 
about to do something even greater. 

Instead of leading the Israelites into the wilderness, God instructed 
Moses to turn back so that the Egyptians would think they were lost. 
God purposefully hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that he would pursue the 
Israelites. Why? “Then I will receive glory by means of Pharaoh and all 
his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord” (Ex. 14:4).

Imagine the fear the Israelites felt as they saw the Egyptians pursuing 
them. They expressed it in their complaints to Moses. (See Ex. 14:11.) 
Moses spoke up to calm them: “The Lord will fight for you” (Ex. 
14:14).

The Lord did fight for them. All night long, the Lord kept a pillar of 
a cloud between the Egyptians’ chariots and the Israelites. Then He 
instructed Moses to stretch out his hand; God drove back the sea with 
a powerful east wind. By faith, the Israelites passed through on dry 
ground! (See Heb. 11:29.) When Pharaoh and the Egyptians followed 
after them, the waters came back and covered the entire army of 
Pharaoh. None of them survived.

As you teach kids this week, press into their hearts that God fights for 
His people. He also punishes sin. God created a way to save His chosen 
people by parting the Red Sea. In the same way, God created a way for 
people to escape the penalty of sin through His Son, Jesus Christ. God 
didn’t make a way of salvation for us because we deserve it but because of 
who He is: a gracious and loving God who created us to know and love 
Him.
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The Red Sea Crossing
Exodus 13–15

After the first Passover, the Israelites quickly left Egypt. The 
Lord led the people toward the Red Sea and the wilderness. As they 
traveled, the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to lead them 

during the day. At night, God was in a pillar of fire to give 
them light, so they could travel by day or by 

night.
God told Moses to have the 
people camp near the sea. God 

said that Pharaoh would change 
his mind one more time and 
chase the Israelites. God 
planned to prove to the 
Israelites that He is God.

Pharaoh and his officials 
did change their minds. 
Pharaoh got in his chariot 
and took his army with him. 
He pursued the Israelites and 

caught up with them where they 
were camping near the sea.

The Israelites saw the 
Egyptians coming, and they were 

afraid. “We are going to die!” they said. 
“We should have never left Egypt!”

But Moses said, “Do not be afraid. God 
brought you here, and He will fight for you.”

God told Moses what to do: “Stretch out your hand over the 
sea, and divide it so that the Israelites can go through the sea on 
dry ground.” Then God moved behind the Israelites to hold back the 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Part the room: 
Separate the room 
into two halves. When 
the time comes in the 
story, motion for the 
kids sitting on each 
half to part and leave 
an aisle between. 
Walk to the middle 
to continue the story 
before inviting the 
kids to rush back 
together at the end.

• Assign roles: 
Select a few kids to 
help you tell the story. 
Choose some kids to 
be the Israelites and 
another to be Moses. 
Designate one kid 
to be the pillar of 
cloud and of fire, and 
select a few others 
to be Pharaoh and his 
army. Help them know 
where to stand and 
what to say to move 
the story along. 

The BIBLE Story
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Egyptians for the night. In the morning, Moses stretched 
out his hand and divided the sea. The Israelites walked 
through with walls of water on both sides.

The Egyptians went after them. As soon as the 
Israelites were safely on the other side of the sea, Moses 
stretched out his hand again and the waters returned, 
covering the Egyptians and killing all of Pharaoh’s army. 
None of them survived.

When the Israelites saw what had happened, they 
feared God and believed that He had sent Moses to lead 
them.

Moses and the Israelites sang a song to the Lord. 
“The Lord is my strength and my song,” they said. “He has 
become my salvation.”

Christ Connection: Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, and 
God provided a way for them to escape through the Red Sea. 
The Bible says that Jesus is greater than Moses. (Hebrews 3:3) 
People who trust in Jesus escape the penalty of sin and have 
eternal life.
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