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TIME 
 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under Heaven:  
 
A time to be born and a time to die…A time to weep and a time to laugh…A time to mourn  
and a time to dance…God has made everything beautiful in its time. (Ecclesiastes 3:1,4,11)  
 
As many of you know, my wife Krista and I lost our oldest daughter, Stephanie, at the age of 24 on 
October 15, 2017. We have experienced and are still experiencing what Solomon says: A time to die, 
A time to weep, and A time to mourn.  
 
As many of you don’t know, my wife Krista and I will be seeing our youngest daughter, Lindsey 
graduate from Concordia Academy High School on May 25th, 2018. We are experiencing what 
Solomon says: A time to laugh and A time to dance.  

 
Looking for a “laugh & dance” picture I selected one 
of Lindsey and Maggie (an exchange student we 
hosted for three years) sharing a joyous time on 
mounds of wood chips at my brother-in-law’s 
landscaping company in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  
 
This truly has been a season of vastly different 
emotional journeys. It is easy to rejoice in the good 
times. And, nobody wants to go through the hard 
times in life but these are most often the places 
where deep faith is developed. Lindsey and Maggie  
 

Lindsey and Maggie 
 

One of the ways my faith has deepened is through highlighting all of the places in the Bible where a 
Father/Mother has lost a son or daughter. It starts right away with our very first parents Adam and 
Eve. The greatest of them all though is seen in our Triune God where the Father first allows and then 
watches His only Son die. God knows grief. God knows our grief because He has been there. 
  



Recently, in trying to connect more with God, I have been desirous to see how God directly interacts 
with people in the Bible. So, starting in Genesis I have highlighted in different colors every time I see 
the word God, Angels, Visions, and Dreams. It really is amazing to see how God is the constant main 
figure throughout - not surprising - but very revealing as I looked back over my highlights. Further, it is 
clear that God is not “boxed-in” in how He chooses to communicate to Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham, 
Sarah, Abimelech, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Laban, Joseph, a Cupbearer, a Baker and a Pharaoh in 
Egypt. 
 
In the last seven months I have not dreamed of my daughter Stephanie. Recently I did for the first 
time. In the dream a young lady from the Bethlehem College and Seminary asked me for my 
business card. I went to get one and was amazed to see a picture of a group of girls who had 
volunteered on the back of the card. Stephanie was in the center smiling. Steph so loved to volunteer 
and pour her life into others. 
  
Though I have not been journaling since Steph passed away I have been encouraged to by the 
leaders of our Grief Share Group through Bethlehem Baptist to do so. This was the perfect time for 
me to start with the dream.  
 
So, I picked up an old half-used journal that I started in 1998. But first I had to read what I wrote in 
1998. On August 28, 1998 I wrote for two pages on Children and whether or not we should have a 
third. Here is an excerpt:  
 

“On the paddleboat the other day, while we were on vacation, I told my daughter 
 

 
 

(Stephanie) that I sometimes feel she has a greater faith than me, and she is only five… 
 



 
I likely would have never picked up this journal except that I needed to start journaling the dream I 
had (which I did). That it spoke so directly about Steph’s faith at a young age was so very special and 
meaningful to Kris and me. It was God’s time to show this to us!  
 
It was also God’s time to reveal the specialness of this third child - Lindsey. On this very vacation, 
through a literal Gideon’s fleece, God revealed for us to have a third child. 
  
We thank God for the Good Times and the Hard Times! What an Unbelievable Journey Life is! 

To experience life and death…to experience mourning and dancing. Thank You God! 

 

 Pastor John Bohnsack, Development Director 

 

ASSISTANCE GIVEN JANUARY-DECEMBER 2017 
(Subject to Audit) 

 
Food Distributed                                             498,739 Pounds                            45,439 People Served 

                                                                        $862,818 Value                             12,402 Households 

 

In Kind Non-Food Items Donated                                                                             $ 5,073Value 

 

Transportation                                                     611 People                                   $ 17,941 

 

Housing                                                                 66 People                                     $ 9,644 

 

Utilities                                                                 55 People                                     $ 4,667 

 

Medical                                                                   9 People                                        $ 830 

 

Job Related Expenses, e.g. 

State ID/Birth Certificate                                    314 People                                     $ 7,043 

 

Dental/Flu Shot Clinics                                       80+ People                                     $ 5,280 Value 

 

Urban Softball                                                      150 People 

 

Referral Values                                                  1,742 People                                $ 143,000 Value 

 

Resumes/Job Coaching/Budgeting                       141 People                                  $ 17,940 Value 

 

Shoe Mobile                                                         460 Pairs shoes shared                $ 18,400 Value 

 

Volunteers                                                           490+ gave over 

                                                                             13,708 hrs. of labor                    $ 137,080 Value 

 



Total in actual dollars spent on direct client services plus value of services provided $1,229,716. 
**All of this, done on an expense budget of less than $207,436 

 

THIS TRANSLATES INTO $5.93 WORTH OF GOODS AND SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD FOR EVERY $1.00 DONATED. 
 

We believe that these statistics speak for themselves as to how people and lives were impacted by 

the help that was provided because of gifts like yours. Many in this neighborhood would have been 

hungry, homeless and jobless without this help. 


