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Remembrance 
 
Thank God that we have a memory to remember 
with.  Thank God that He can help us with our 
memories especially if they are painful. 
 
Sometimes memories are shared collectively like 
The Holocaust or 9/11.  These we need to remem-
ber lest discrimination or extremist terror return 
unchallenged.  The grief road to healing as a na-
tion for such events is long and rugged. 

 
Other times significant memories can be attached 
to events in a state, city or even a neighborhood.  
Volcanoes and Hurricanes have impacted many in 
Hawaii and the Carolinas in the past few months.  
Property was damaged and lives were lost.  The 
grief road to healing and recovery as a state for 

such events is long 
and rugged. 
 
Recently in the Phil-
lips neighborhood a 
“tent city” has gone up 
along the Hiawatha 
Highway.  Some have 
coined it the “Wall of 
Remembrance” as it 
is located next to a                      
sound barrier wall.  

 
 A group of us from Jericho Road have been to tent 
city.  We have provided tangible needs like food  

 
and a tent. We have also provided a number of tent 
dwellers a bus ticket to White Earth and Red Lake to 
live with relatives.  Some have become employed 
and we have helped with transportation.  We are cur-
rently seeking donations for jackets, gloves and hats 
as the transition to emergency trailers is still six 
weeks away.    
 
There are deeper issues going on that involve past 
and recent memories of injustice, abuse and depend-
encies.   

 
The grief road to healing is long and rugged.  Healing 
of painful memories can occur but it will require every-

one to take a step for-
ward in humility, love, 
reconciliation, action 
and prayer. 
   
Lastly, sometimes the 
painful memories can 
be personal.  On Octo-
ber 15, 2017 my 
daughter Stephanie 
passed away.  I think 
about her many, many 
times every day - it 
hurts, but I have good 
hope.   
 
Others have thought of 

her as well.  The school where Steph worked, Sheri-
dan, planted the above White Oak on her behalf and 
the kid’s in her class made tree of life ornaments to 
hang on the tree and gave one to Krista (my wife) and I 
to hang as well.  It was healing and memorable to all. 
 
We often times don’t choose our memories or circum-

stances but we sure have to deal with them.  Through 
faith and friends, I have found a measure of heal-
ing but there are no shortcuts: grief is a long and 
rugged road. 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor John Bohnsack, 
Development Director 

 
Introduction adapted from a fable attributed to Aesop 

A man set forth on a journey with his donkey and a 
mule, both carrying a heavy load.  As he traveled 
along the plain, the donkey carried his load with 
ease, but when he began to climb the mountain, his 
load was more than he could bear. “I beg you”, the 
donkey whispered to the mule, “relieve me by accept-
ing a small portion of my load.”  The mule shook his 
head, “Each of us has been assigned a task.  You 
carry your load, and I will carry mine.”  Shortly after 
their conversation, the donkey fell to the ground 

dead.  The man took the load carried by the donkey 

and placed it on the mule. In addition, he skinned the 
donkey and added the hide to the load carried by the 
mule.  Groaning under his heavy load, the mule said 
to himself, “If I had only been willing to assist thedon-
key a little, I would not have to bear his entire bur-
den.” 

This story brings us to the “tent city” that has sprung 
up recently in Minneapolis.  City officials are scram-
bling to find solutions to this “heavy load.”  The reality 
is that it is not just an accumulation of individuals who 
happen to be homeless.  JRM staff and volunteers 
have both direct and indirect knowledge of a number 
of those residents.  Health issues, mental health is-
sues, chemical dependency, lack of job skills and/or 
education, sky high rent rates and low hourly wage 
rates, all these factors and more, conspire to bring 
folks to reside at the “tent city”.  A relatively little as-
sistance earlier in the lives of these folks would have 
prevented much of the city officials” groaning over the 
heavy load” of what to do now.  Luke 10’s Good Sa-
maritan is needed more than ever.   

Your support of Jericho Road Ministries makes it 
possible for JRM to help at least some of these folks 
who are searching for a way out of the camp.  It is 
our privilege to share the Gospel with those who 
come the JRM for specific aid. 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 

HOPE AND RESTORATION 

 

If someone you know is interested in receiving 
the E-newsletter (same content as the printed 
mailing), have them send their name and email 

address to Jericho Road Ministries at the 
address below or email us at  

Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to  

Jericho RoadMinistries 
 

1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 
Phone: 612-455-1193 Fax: 612-455-6859  or go 
to the website to give online at: Website: 

www.jerichoroad.us Tax deductible 

 

 

Attention all Thrivent Participants.  Your 
Choice Dollars can be designated for Jericho 
Road Ministries.  Please call Thrivent to see if 
you have any Choice Dollars today.  Thank 
You! 

 

 
PLEASE CONTACT US IF 

YOU HAVE A CHANGE IN 

MAILING ADDRESS OR 

PHONE NUMBER AND/OR 

EMAIL ADDRESS. 

mailto:Jeff@jerichoroad.us
http://www.jerichoroad.us/

