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Crowns of Beauty (not a 
Spirit of Despair) in our 

Cities 
 

 
In a Nazareth, Israel synagogue Jesus unrolled the Scroll 
of Isaiah to the place that states: “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor…And he began to say to them, “Today 
this has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:18,19,21). 
 

This text, found in Isaiah 61, continues to say “and 
provide for those who grieve in Zion - to bestow on 
them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of 
joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise 

instead of spirit 
of despair (Isaiah 
61:3). 
 

Grief, Ashes, 
Mourning and a 
Spirit of Despair is 
replaced by a 
Crown of Beauty, 
Oil of Joy and a 
Garment of Praise. 
 

Who can make 
this change?  I will 

use past, present and future tenses here: Jesus did, can, 
and will do this supernatural work in the lives of people. 
 

Is it not incumbent on each of us, as followers of Christ, 
to help change grief and despair to joy and praise and to 
proclaim good news to the poor?  Absolutely. 
   
My Minneapolis neighbor, Ariana, had her house catch 
fire in March, 2019.  It displaced her family and her two 

brothers and a sister 
who were staying with 
her.  (The two 
brothers, who are still 
very good friends, both 
came to Christ while 
staying at the house 
and are doing very 
well on their own). 
 

Over the years Jericho 
Road helped Ariana 
with different types of 
support: Funeral 
Transportation, 
Housing Assistance, 
Prayer, Counsel, and 
when the fire came, 
Lodging at a hotel. 
 

Ariana had arrived at the Section 8 subsidized house 
next door as a result of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans 
Hurricane Katrina victims were placed at the top of the 
Section 8 list and the house next door was available. 
 

As a single mother of two she was able to move from 
Government Assistance to an Americorps Paid volunteer 
position which 
led to a regular 
full-time job.  
With the 
displacement 
from the fire 
Ariana was able 
to move into 
another Section 
8 apartment.  
She was 
counseled to 
start saving her 
money to get a 
down payment 
ready for buying 
her own house.  This month she just closed and moved 
into her own house in Brooklyn Center.  Praise God! 
 



 

 

Ariana’s family is African American whereas my family is 
Caucasian.  We haven’t seen each other through racial 
lenses.  They are/were just our neighbors and friends.  
The Brother’s affectionately call me their Dad.  A title I am 
honored to have. 
 

It hurts that they got 
displaced out of the 
community by the 
fire.  It has hurt the 
community to have a 
vacant boarded up 
house for nearly two 
years.  But, through 
perseverance and 
prayer Ariana now 
owns her own house 
and her old house 
has been razed and 
a new foundation 
has been poured for 
the new house next 
door.  Yes, I am 
excited to have 
neighbors again!                            
 

Through Prayer, Perseverance, Racial Reconciliation, 
Justice, Proclaiming the Gospel and just plain 
Caring: Then the City of Minneapolis and St. Paul and 
Brooklyn Center will have many, many Crowns of 
Beauty clothed with the Garment of Praise instead of 
a prevailing amount of Grief, Ashes, Mourning and a 
Spirit of Despair. 

 
 

JERICHO ROAD MINISTRIES 
ASSISTANCE GIVEN IN 2020   

 

Food distributed 1,029,190 pounds 67,695 people served                                                                                                                                                        

                            (1,842,250 value)     21,453 households 

 

In kind non-food items donated /distributed $32,422 value 
 

 
Transportation            605 people                        $21,016 

Housing                        75 people                        $15,720 

Utilities                          56 people                          $7,509 

Medical/Special diet      13 people                          $1.300 

Job related expense    140 people                          $7,685 

Gardens of Praise          26 plots          over 50 individuals 

Flu shots                      60+ people                $4,500 value 

Referral Values         2,090 people            $156,750 value 

Resumes/ job coach/bdgts 144 people       $18,298 value 

Shoe Mobile     464 pairs shoes shared      $18,768 value 

Volunteers 650+over 16,000 hours           $240,000 value 

 

Total in actual dollars spent on direct client services 
plus value of food & goods and services provided 
$2,366,218.      **All of this, done on an expense 
budget of $350,986. 

 

THIS TRANSLATES INTO $6.74 WORTH OF 
GOODS AND SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD FOR EVERY $1.00 DONATED. 

 

We believe that these statistics speak for 
themselves as to how people and lives were 
impacted by the help that was provided to and 
through this ministry because of gifts like yours. 
Many in this neighborhood would have been hungry, 
homeless and jobless without this help. 
 

Though we have not felt it proper to keep an exact 
count of the number of individuals who have made a 
commitment to the Lord while here at Jericho Road 
for crisis aid during 2020, rest assured that each 
year a number of folks do give their life to the Lord 
while here for assistance. Many who come, are at a 
crossroad in life, looking for deeper meaning and 
direction, and they find it, as they seek us out for 
prayer as well as for food and financial aid. 

 
 
  

           PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 

                   OF ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL.                  

                      
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter (same content), have them send their name 

and email address to Jericho Road Ministries at the 
below address or email us at 

Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 

 Jericho Road Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online 
at:Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850 

 

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
HOPE AND RESTORATION 

mailto:Jeff@jerichoroad.us
http://www.jerichoroad.us/

