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Jeff Noyed, Director 
 

Agape Love 
 

A super thanks to all the people who came out to 
the Jericho Road Christmas Open House.  It was a 
great time with great food provided by Eddingtons.   
 

As a number of you couldn’t make it I wanted to 
share a few words that I shared at the event. 
 

Many of you don’t know that I played Tennis on both 
the Mounds View Varsity Team and the University of 
Northwestern. 
 

My Dad brought me my old tennis racket that I used 
for the teams.  He had it in storage - The picture to 
the right is it.   
 

No, I wasn’t one who smashed the racket as the 
picture might suggest.  The racket had been re-
strung 5 times and it broke at one of the string 
openings likely from stress from string tension. 
 

This was my favorite Tennis Racket.  Together we  
experienced victory and defeat.  I really loved this 
Tennis Racket. 
 

As a server in Tennis it is your responsibility to keep 
score.  If the server won the first four points he 
would win the game.  It would seem plausible to say 
after each point: 1-0, 2-0, 3-0, and 4-0 (game).  But 
not in Tennis.  It would be 15-Love, 30-Love, 40-
Love.  Why the word Love?  Tennis is said to have  
 
 
 
 

 
come from France’s racket games in the 14th  
Century.  It is said that the French word “l’oeuf” 
which means “egg” sounds similar to the English  
word love.  And the egg, which looks like a zero, 
could have been used to describe a zero written on 
the Scoreboard. 
 

So, there is a lot of the word love being used in 
Tennis.  There is also a lot of love being used in the 
Bible. 
 

Three of the common Greek/English words for love 
are the following: Agape - Unconditional Love, Eros 
- Erotic Love, and Phileo - Brotherly Love.  The one 
we are going to focus on is Agape -Unconditional 
Love. 

 
In Creation, the 
Incarnation and The 
Crucifixion we see the 
absolute Agape - 
Unconditional Love of 
God in full display. 
 

There is nothing any 
human being could do 
or say to God to make 
God have to: 
 
 
 

1.  Create the Heavens & Earth. 
2.  Come to Earth as baby born in a manger.       
3.  Die on the cross for our sins. 
 

Each of these Actions by God were done in an 
Agape - Unconditional Love.  We are the 
benefactors of this astounding agape love. 
Agape or Unconditional Love at its core reveals 
Mercy.  Mercy is what Jericho Road is all about as 
we try to unconditionally love the challenged people 
in our cities. 
 
 
 
 



 
Jericho Road does this best when the Agape Love 
of God flows through us.  As the Holy Spirit of God 
works in and through us we hope to display the 
following fruits: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and 
Self-Control. 
 

Jericho Road distributed more than it ever had in 
2018 in terms of Food, Transportation, State ID’s, 
Housing and Utilities.  But all of it would be for not if 
we did not do it in love - Agape love filled with 
mercy. 
 

Lastly and ultimately why does Jericho Road exist? 
Is it for Jeff Noyed and Pastor John to get praise 
and glory?  No, it is to give God the Praise and the 
Glory for all the Agape-Love filled things happening 
at Jericho Road. 
 

In concluding, I do love that old tennis racket and 
the game of tennis that has a lot of love in it - but 
this is shallow love.  The love we strive and pray for 
at Jericho Road is the deep God-Centered and God-
Glorifying Agape Love.  We thank God for it in 2018 
and are eagerly awaiting for it to be displayed in 
2019! 
 

 

                            John Bohnsack 
                          Development Director 
 

Your Support Matters 
 

Many children would be going hungry were it not for 
Jericho Road Ministries (JRM).  A hungry child 
cannot concentrate as well on lessons in school and 
will more likely be “held back” not only in school, but 
perhaps in much of life in the years to come when 
persistent hunger is an issue. Your donations help 
make food available for many “at risk” families. 
Please let me share a more specific, example of 
how gifts like yours are used. 
 

Larry, not his real name, came to JRM asking for not 
only food for his family, but also for a pair of black 
work pants and a shirt.  After months of searching 
for a job, he had finally found one.  But, his 
employer required that for the sake of uniformity all 
of the wait staff at that restaurant must wear black 
pants and a white shirt. Having exhausted all 
financial resources during his unemployment, he 
 
 

had no funds available with which to buy the needed 
work clothes.  I can hardly imagine how frustrating it 
would be, after enduring many months without a job, 
to finally have an offer of employment, only to be 
barred from it for want of the proper shirt and pants.  
JRM was able to arrange a “voucher” for the needed 
work clothing at a nearby discount store. 
 
Combining this kind of direct, targeted crisis aid, 
with a moment of prayer is a powerful combination 
to share with those who come for help! 
 

Our hope is that you, as JRM partners, would find it 
satisfying and maybe even exciting to think of your 
partnership gifts feeding children and helping 
families by enabling a head of household to obtain a 
job so that he can support his family. 
 

Your Good Samaritan aid is a great help for many 
on their “Jericho Roads” in life.   THANK  YOU! 

                     

                    

                         PLEASE CONTACT US IF  

                            YOU HAVE A CHANGE IN  

                            ADDRESS, PHONE  OR EMAIL. 

 
 

 
If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-

newsletter (same content as the printed mailing), 
have them send their name and email address to 

Jericho Road Ministries at the 
below address or email us at 

Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 

 Jericho Road Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online at: 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
               

Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
1628 East 33rd Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 
Phone:  612-455-1193  Fax: 612-455-6850 

 
 
 

 
 

 
FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 

 
HOPE AND RESTORATION 
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