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Fire & Ice and Nice 
 
A special thanks to all who have contributed to the March 
Food Share Campaign to Jericho Road. It is not too late 
to get involved - the Match opportunity goes through April 
7th. 
 

A Match was not the cause on my immediate neighbor’s 
house fire on Sunday morning, March 3rd. A loud boom 
was heard by another neighbor which likely points to an  
Electrical fire. 

The prevailing North West wind was 
wafting the smoke directly into my 
house. My wife, Krista, and I thought 
that our house was on fire. We 
frantically searched our house and 
unplugged everything. 
 

A phone call changed everything. 
The neighbor, Nicole, who had left 
early to get a nephew’s birthday 
party together, said that a friend 

passing by in a car called to say that Nicole’s house was 
on fire. Nicole’s two children ages 15 and 11 were still 
asleep when she had left. 
 
 

After the fire department was called the neighbor called 
Krista and I. Being next door neighbors we were first on 
the scene. The door was open and we frantically called 
out the children’s names as we searched the house.  
 
The children did not answer. All that we heard was 
crackling wood in a fire - eerie! The children were not 
downstairs nor in the basement. Then we remembered 
their bedrooms were upstairs.  

We were met with billowing 
smoke in the staircase. 
Calling out their names 
loudly we heard nothing. 
The smoke was so 
intensely thick that it would 
have required an army 
crawl at best to do a 
search. 

 

Krista decided to check around 
the house just to see if the kids 
had made it out before an army 
crawl top-of-the-stairs reach 
around would have been 
attempted. To our great relief the 
kids were safely in a neighbors 
house. 
 

The firefighters arrived 2-3 
minutes later. It was a relief to 
tell them and Nicole that the kids 
were safely out of the house. Helping the firefighters 
know that the fire was upstairs helped them to implement 
a strategic ladder strategy. 
 

The weather was very challenging. This March 3rd day 
had a high of Zero and a low of minus thirteen. The 
firemen exiting the house were literally walking Tin Men 

as the water on their 
pants, jackets, gloves, 
shoes and helmets 
froze immediately to 
layers of ice. I cannot 
say enough about the 
bravery, poise, skill and 
speed these firefighters 
exhibited. 
 

Time and the Insurance Company will tell if the house will 
be renovated or not. All of the fire damage was upstairs 
but water damage made it to the lower levels as well. 
With a huge snow storm the weekend before the snow 
pack was well over 12 inches thick on the house which 
helped abate the fire from destroying the roof. 

 



It was an honor to have 
our living room become 
the hub where family, 
friends, neighbors, 
community leaders and 
firefighters met. Hot 
Coco, Coffee and Tea 
were served. 
 

Important information was exchanged. The fire chief 
was trying to convey his sorrow while ascertaining how 
the fire might have started. Neighbors mobilized to get 
non-damaged valuables and priceless pictures from the  
house. Our hallway became immediate storage. 
 

Jericho Road and others combined to provide lodging for 
8 days at a Hotel to get immediate stability for Nicole, 
who had a fulltime job, and her two school-going children. 
 

Prayers were offered 
on multiple occasions. 
I shared a prayer with 
one of my favorite 
verses from 
Philippians 4:6 & 7: 
“Do not be anxious 
about anything but in 

everything (including a fire) through prayer and petition 
with thanksgiving present your requests to God and the 
peace of God which transcends all understanding will 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 

I am happy to share that Nicole found stable long-term 
new housing and she and her family are already living 
there. We were asked to and joyfully did pray a blessing 
over the new place. We all gave thanks to God together! 
 

It has been our delight to share the glorious message of 
Jesus death and Resurrection and forgiveness of sins to 
Nicole and her entire family. We had the privilege of 
leading two of her brothers to Christ. 
 

Happy Easter to each of you - He is risen indeed! 
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                  PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU 

                    HAVE A CHANGE IN ADDRESS 

                     PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                      

 
If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-

newsletter (same content as the printed mailing), 
have them send their name and email address to 

Jericho Road Ministries at the 
below address or email us at 

Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 

 Jericho Road Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online 
at:Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
         1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 
            Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850 
 

For the first two months of 2019 Jericho Road served 
101,310 pounds of food (over half fruits &vegetables) 
to 2,254 households representing 8,302 people. 
 

With high costs of living principally driven by high 
rents quality food has really been crucial for low 
income families. 

 

You can stretch your dollar 
through Jericho Road’s Food 
Bank Cooperative buying power. 
Your $100 buys $1,000 worth of 
food. The Food Share matching 
grant continues through April. 

 

 
 

 
FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 

 
HOPE AND RESTORATION 
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