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Father & Son: The Shot 
 

Recently at Jericho Road I had 
the opportunity to share the 
following illustration for Good 
Friday:  
 

When my son was five-years old 
he was diagnosed with Type 1 - Juvenile Diabetes. 
My wife, Krista, called me from the Doctors office 
and asked me to meet them at Children’s Hospital in 
Minneapolis where my son was being admitted.  
 

After receiving the shocking news (neither my wife 
nor I had Juvenile Diabetes) I rushed over to the 
hospital. My son was very happy to see me as his 
world was changing by the minute.  
 

Being briefed on Juvenile Diabetes I learned that 
there was a daily cure to counteract the high blood 
glucose level: Insulin.  
 

As the nurse arrived in the room with an insulin shot 
my son ran to me to 
protect him from being 
injected with the needle. 
Every part of me wanted 
to defend him from 
receiving the shot but I 
knew that it was the only 
cure for him to stay alive. 
So, instead of defending 
him, I held him tightly for 
the nurse to administer 
the shot. 
 

My son felt betrayed by his dad. But it was the most 
loving thing I could do - he needed this cure (shot of 
insulin) or he would die.  

In a similar way 
God the Father 
could have 
rescued Jesus 
from having to 
die on the Cross 
But, the Father 
allowed it to 
happen so that 
by the Son’s 
Death on the Cross - a final cure for sin could be 
secured. The old rugged cross wasn’t pretty but it 
was necessary for the forgiveness of Adam and Eve 
and Our own sins. I am so glad that there are cures 
but most often they come at great pain-filled costs in 
this case to a son and a father.  

 

On Easter Sunday Evening my wife and I ministered 
to a man, Barry, who just lost his son. Barry had 
been in a Bible Study that I led a number of years 
ago. When we arrived, Barry gave me a four-minute 
sobbing bear-hug.  
 

We knew how his 10 
year old son had 
tragically been shot. 
It was in the news. 
We also knew that 
we would not be 
asking the question 
of how it happened 
nor to bring 
judgement. Our focus 
was being there with 
Barry during his time 
of despair - listening, 
hugging, bringing 
good food and flowers, caring, praying, and sharing 
as appropriate with apt wise-chosen words or 
healing Bible verses.  
 



 

 

I can think of no greater pain than losing a child. 
Barry is now experiencing it. My wife and I have 
experienced it. So have my Dad and Mom.  
 

The amazing thing about Good Friday is that God 
Himself entered this realm of suffering - A Father 
watching his Son die to provide a cure/sacrifice for 
our sins.  It just grips me that this is a God that I 
want to be with for eternity. A loving God who would 
go to that ultimate pain and sacrifice.  
 

What great hope we all have that Jesus rose from 
the grave after death! He is no longer on the Cross 
and He is no longer in the grave! He has risen after 
paying the ultimate cost!  
 

May my daughter Stephanie’s watercolor picture of 
the Cross and the Lakewood Tulips/Bachman’s 
Flowers at the Galleria, minister to you - Jesus has 
risen indeed! 

 
               

Pastor John Bohnsack 
Development Director 

MOVING THE FENCE 

The war in Ukraine reminded me 
of an incident I heard about that 
occurred during World War II. 
Three American Pilots were shot 

down behind enemy lines. They sought and found 
refuge among friendly villagers near the site of the 
plane crash. These local folk hid the pilots from 
frequent Nazi military searches, protecting and 
caring for them. In spite of their best efforts, one of 
the pilots died from his injuries.  

There was only one church in that little town so the 
two survivors asked for a Christian funeral service 
there for the dead pilot. The old priest readily agreed, 
but with great agony and reluctance he pointed out 
that as a result of a long-standing parish rule, the pilot 
could not be buried in their cemetery. Because he 
was not a Catholic, he would have to be buried just 
outside the fence of the cemetery.  Shocked, but with 
no other choice, the survivors agreed. 
 

By midnight of the day after the funeral, feeling 
adequately restored to travel, the two survivors 
departed. They headed for the border hoping to 
sneak across it into an allied nation. On their way, 
they passed by the cemetery, intending to pay final 
respects at the grave site of their dead comrade. To 
their surprise, there was the old priest hard at work 
with a handful of the villagers MOVING THE 
FENCE! Even though the rule of “no burial of non-
Catholics in the cemetery” had to be observed, there 

was no rule against moving the fence to include the 
new grave site within the cemetery! 

  

As we have passed 
through Holy Week, 
Good Friday, and 
Easter Sunday, we 
remember God’s 
rule, “You shall be 
holy as I the Lord 
your God am holy”. 

Leviticus 19:2. The rule CAN’T BE BROKEN, but 
through Jesus Christ paying the penalty of sin on our 
behalf, keeping the rule on our behalf….in effect, 
God is moving the fence  to include you and 
me (John 3:16) in the Kingdom! Hallelujah!!! 
 

What a God! What a privilege to convey the Easter 
Gospel message of God’s love, hope and 
forgiveness at Jericho Road Ministries, for all who 
confess sin and invite the Lordship of Christ into their 
lives.  
 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son. 

 

HE IS RISEN…He is Risen Indeed!  
HALLELUJAH!!! 

 
 

  
              PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 

OF ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                      
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter, send their name and email address to Jericho 

Road Ministries at  the address below or email us at: 
 

 Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

Of CityJoy Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online at 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
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FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
 

HOPE AND RESTORATION 

 

mailto:Jeff@jerichoroad.us
http://www.jerichoroad.us/

