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Thanks & Bless U!               
 
For the third consecutive year Jericho Road has 
distributed over 820,000 pounds of food (15,769 pounds 
each week).  Prior to these last 3 years Jericho Road 
never surpassed 700,000 pounds in a given year.    
 
Feeding America/Second Harvest Heartland value food 
at $1.92 per pound in 2022.  So the value of the food 
Jericho Road distributed is at least $1,574,000 for 
2022 or $30,276 per week. 
 
Why is this?  First, the Covid-19 Pandemic.  Second, the 
George Floyd Riots.  Third, salaries are not keeping up 
with inflation - particularly Food Inflation. 
 
Recently a lady was given information to go to Jericho 
Road for food and transportation assistance who was 
signing on the street corner for help.   

 
I asked if I could 
take a picture of 
the sign.  The 
reason I did is 
because she 
wanted her sign 
to say “Thanks 
and Bless U” to 
all of the people 
who partnered 
with Jericho 

Road to meet needs such as hers for food & a bus card. 
 
Just think for a moment 
how many more signers 
there would be out on 
the street if their needs 
were not met like this 
women?   
 
Each Friday in January 
Jericho Road saw 300 
families for its Produce 
distribution program.  If 
each of these families 
had no choice but to 
sign on a street corner 
for help our city might 
very well have 300 more signers.  Something would need 
to be done - gratefully something is being done! 
 
Here’s one way to help Jericho Road: In March of 
each year Minnesota Food Share has their annual 
fundraising matching campaign for Food Programs 
like Jericho Road.  In short, a match is offered from 
Minnesota Food Share proportionate to the amount of 
donations and pounds of food that are given.  So, please 
consider this special opportunity to give a big boost to 
Jericho Road this March - with the numbers we are 
seeing so far in 2023 we are going to need the help. 
 
One woman (Veronica) came to Jericho Road for help 
recently for a cell phone bill and gas for her car.   Due to 
a job loss and raising 3 children on her own she seriously 
needed help as her savings had been spent.   
 
This was Veronica’s first time ever asking for help and 
she had been referred to Jericho Road from a friend.  
Veronica was visibly shaking as an intern from 
Bethlehem College and Seminary and I sat down with 
her. 
 
After verifying her situation, Jericho Road assisted with 
both a $75 cell phone bill needed for communication and 
$50 for gas to get to work.  Veronica’s hands stopped 
shaking and she was very grateful. 



 

 

 
Having met the need I asked 
her if I could ask her a spiritual 
question.  Veronica said yes so 
I asked her if she were to die 
tonight why would God allow 
her to go to Heaven?  Veronica 
answered that she was a good 
person.  The intern and I then 
shared our brief answers 
before I brought out a Little 
Bible Tract (seen above) and 
asked if she would be open to 
reading this.  Again, she said 
yes.  
 
After reading the verses together I asked her again why 
God would allow her into Heaven if she died tonight.  
Veronica sounded like a theologian as she articulated 
that Christ died for her sins quoting the verses.  I asked 
Veronica if she would like to ask Christ into her life for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Without hesitation she said yes and 
we led her in a prayer to receive Christ.  Amen! 
 

 
 

Pastor John Bohnsack 
Development Director 
 

 

One Warm Coat 
 

 A Native American woman named 
Crying Wind, (CW) of the Kickapoo 
Tribe, wrote an article in the 
Intertribal Life Newspaper.  With 

permission, I have borrowed heavily from her article.   
She described a winter that was miserably cold and 
unmercifully penetrating. Her old, frayed, faded, broken 
zipper winter coat needed to be replaced so she decided 
to buy a new one.  In the store, a suede coat caught her 
eye, and it was a perfect fit.  Knowing it would last for 
many years & provide superior warmth, she splurged and 
bought it in- spite of the expense.  

 
The next day her 
daughter called 
from across the 
country.  In the 
course of their 
conversation, the 
daughter mentioned 
she was freezing, in 
spite of wearing 3 
sweaters and a 
jacket as she 
trudged through 
knee deep snow to 
get to work and 

back each day.  Crying Wind immediately boxed up her 
new coat & mailed it to her daughter, who was thrilled, 
warmed, and loved the coat.  Still needing a coat, Crying 
Wind went back to the store & to her delight, they had an 
exact duplicate, which she purchased.  

Days later, she got a letter from a friend in Alaska. The 
friend had gone to a restaurant & while she was having 
lunch, someone stole her coat.  She was now wearing 
her husband’s coat (several sizes too big) and covered 
with big print and logos of a football team (not her 
favorite) all over it.  Again, Crying Wind mailed her new 
suede coat, this time to her friend, who said it was the 
most beautiful coat she had ever had.  By this time, 
Crying Wind had worn out her desire for a 3rd suede coat.  
She eventually did buy another winter coat, but it was 
nothing fancy like the first two. “It was just a coat.”  
However, she stated this, “Giving away those two 
coats gave me more pleasure than I could have 
imagined.”  There is the key! 
The connection is not as direct for you as giving a prized 
coat to a daughter or a friend.  But, Jeff, in his article 
pointed out that JRM distributed $1,574,000 worth of food 
in 2022.  The cost to JRM for that food was just under 
$75,000!  Do the math!  Your food dollar, given to 
JRM, bought over $20.00 worth of food!  
AWESOME!!! 
While that may not have gone to your daughter or friend, 
it was provided to, among other families, a woman in 
need who will no longer have to stand in the freezing cold 
on a street corner, begging for food/funds, while she is 
between jobs.  And the phone will help her in her job 
search.  In that context, if you think about it, your 
donation to JRM will give you more pleasure than 
you would have imagined!  REMEMBER THE MARCH 
MATCH!!! 

 

  
           PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 

OF ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                      
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter, send their name and email address to Jericho 

Road Ministries at  the address below or email us at: 
 

 ken@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

Of CityJoy Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online at 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
 
 

 
 
                       
 

 
Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 

1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 
Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850  

 

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
HOPE AND RESTORATION 
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