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  Jeff Noyed, Director 
 

Gardens of Praise 
 
 

In 2011 Gardens of Praise was started by Mat Nix to 
transform vacant urban lots into bursting-with-life 
gardens.  Mat left Gardens of Praise in 2013 to start 
Righteous Oaks Farm in Aitkin, MN where he and 
his wife Katie sell a host of all natural foods. 

 
Mat asked Jericho 
Road to consider 
taking on Gardens of 
Praise as one of its 
programs before he 
left.  We were 
interested but could not 
afford the time to 
coordinate such a 
project. 

 
 
As Pastor John and I 
prayed we were led to 
ask one of our key 
volunteers, Laurie 
McRostie, if she would  
consider leading 
Gardens of Praise and 
other special projects. 
 

Laurie, who owns her own Landscape Design 
Company, agreed to join us.  We Thank God that 
Gardens of Praise has now been under the focused 
direction of Laurie (In Pink Shirt) since 2013.  This 
year marks our Seventh now in Urban Gardening. 
 

 
 
Laurie has had a big vision for Gardens of Praise 
from the start.  As she states: Gardens of Praise is 
an urban agricultural project that strives to go 
beyond reconnecting urban people with nature to 
reconnecting them with their Creator and to bring 
the knowledge of how to produce your own food in 
the city through a holistic farming experience. 
 

The lot we are gratefully able to use at no cost is 
owned by Bethlehem Baptist Church (BBC).  It is 
located just off of 7th Street and 13th Avenue in 
Minneapolis.  Water is even graciously afforded us 
at a BBC owned apartment building next to the 
gardens. 25 garden plots are designed in equal size 
to accommodate the 25 urban gardeners who will be 
gardening in 2019.  
 
 On Saturday, May 4th Laurie coordinated a work 
day at the gardens.  Gardeners came out to prepare 
their gardens through spreading dirt and compost, 
planting seeds and putting up rabbit fences.   
 



 

 

A shed, erected by Mat 
and specially painted by 
a JRM volunteer group, 
houses tools (including 
a garden hose) that the 
gardeners need.  A 
combination lock allows  
gardeners access to the 
shed when they need it.  

 
Jericho Road thanks Mat for 
starting and Laurie for 
leading Gardens of Praise 
for nine years total!  It has 
impacted and blessed many 
lives in many ways! 
 
 

   Pastor John Bohnsack 
                         Development Director 

 
Some years ago I became 
aware that on the day after 
Jack Benny’s death in 
December 1974 a single long 
stemmed red rose was 
delivered to Mary Livingstone 
Benny, his widowed wife of 48 
years.  When those gorgeous blossoms continued 
to arrive day after day, Mary called the florist, to find 
out who was sending them.  The florist indicated 
that while Jack was still living, he had stopped by 
and directed him to send a single red rose every 
day, to his wife Mary, if anything happened to him.  
Mary wept for a moment in silence, before thanking 
him and hanging up, overwhelmed by such a 
thoughtful, forward looking act of love by her now 
deceased husband.  She later learned that Jack had 
actually included a provision for the arrangement 
with the florist, in his will---one perfect red rose daily 
for the rest of her life. 
 
I was deeply touched by such an act of love and 
caring, but I was also challenged.  Why should we 
wait until we die to reach out in love to someone?  In 
Acts 16 we read about the jailer who asked Paul 
and Silas what to do to be saved.  The answer was, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved”, 
which he did.  Becoming a believer made such a 
difference in his life that the 1st thing he did was to 
wash their wounds. 

Have you washed the wounds of anyone lately?  
Let’s take a moment to pray, asking the Lord to 
show us if there is someone in our environment who 
is hurting and symbolically needing their wounds 
washed as a demonstration of God’s love.  We see 
these opportunities daily, here at JRM.   Let’s not 
wait until someone dies, to send a message of 
God’s love and caring.  God wants us to forward His 
message of love to others now, while we are still 
living.  That is what you/we are doing daily here at 
JRM! 

                        

                            PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU 

                            HAVE A CHANGE IN ADDRESS 

                             PHONE  AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                       
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter (same content as printed mailing), send 

their name and email address to Jericho Road 
Ministries at the address below or email us at 

Jeff@jerichoroad.us 

 

 

We have a July summer match taking place with 
the Open Your Heart to the Hungry and 
Homeless.  It is a proportionate grant - the more 
that we raise, the more we will receive.  Thanks 
for considering giving in July during the match! 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

 

or go to the website to give online at: 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
 

 
 
  
 
  
 

Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
         1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 
            Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850 
 
 

 

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
 

HOPE AND RESTORATION 

mailto:Jeff@jerichoroad.us
http://www.jerichoroad.us/

