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Joyful and Hopeful                 
 

A special thanks to everyone who came to the 
Jericho Road Christmas Open House and to all of 
the special volunteers who made it happen!  
 
From decorations to hospitality to delicious soups to 
singing Silent Night/Joy to the World to praising God 
for many, many blessings in 2022 it was just a 
festive & joy-filled/hope-filled night!  
 
We were even able to share some special gifts from 
Israel with those who attended: Olive Wood Crosses 
(Jerusalem), Christmas Ornaments (Nazareth) and 
Jericho Magnets (Jericho). 

 
I was able to 
share how places 
and people in the 
Bible have 
become much 
more full - 
particularly with 
the Jericho 
Road/Good 
Samaritan 
parable - after 
the recent Israel 
trip. 

 

In terms of Geography, Jericho is perhaps the 
lowest city on earth at 825 feet below sea level.  It is 
five miles west of the Jordan River and seven miles 
north west of the Dead Sea. 
 
Many special events happen in Jericho.   
 

     
 
Jesus healed the Blind (Bartimaeus) and Elisha 
throws salt in the water and by God’s power the 
water was healed.  The most famous was the new 
nation of Israel’s conquest of Jericho after God 
caused the walls of Jericho to fall. 
 
The mount of Temptation is on a hill on the outskirts 
of Jericho where Jesus, after being baptized by 
John at the Jordan River, went into the wilderness to 
be tempted by the devil for 40 days and nights.  The 
picture below is an actual picture on the outskirts of 
Jericho showing the wilderness. 
 
Jerusalem is located up on a series of Mountains: 
Zion & Moriah. Mount of Olives is located just 
across from the gated city of Jerusalem and is the 
tallest at 2,739 feet. 
 



 

 

Jesus teaches 
in the Luke 
10:25-37 
parable that a 
man was 
going down 
from 
Jerusalem 
(2,400+ feet) 
on the winding 
rugged 
wilderness 
road to Jericho (-825 feet) where he encountered 
robbers who stripped & beat him.  Three men came 
by the man and only one - the Samaritan - had pity 
on him and brought healing and restoration by 
paying an innkeeper to house and meet his needs. 
 

Jesus wants us all to be like the Samaritan as we 
have opportunity.  In the city, with so many needs a 
Christ-Centered ministry like Jericho Road is 
needed to meet the more vast community-wide 
needs.   
 

This year, 2022, will be our biggest year yet in terms 
of resources going directly to people’s needs.  
Jericho Road is lean in staff in order to keep as 
much resources going to people as possible.  We 
are here to invest and to bring hope in the 
community fully. 
 

Your commitment to Jericho Road through prayers 
and support, like many of you did for the 
successfully-matched GiveMN campaign in 
November, is most welcome as we still have a need 
to meet our budget.  Thank You! 
 

 
 

Pastor John Bohnsack 
Development Director 

 
Spiritual Language 
    
There is a story about a mother 
cat crossing a wide open lawn 
with her kittens.  She was moving 

them FROM the cramped environment where they 
were born TO a larger area where they could more 
comfortably play  
and grow.  
 

In the middle of the 
unprotected lawn, a 
huge neighborhood 
dog came bounding 
up, threatening to kill all of them.  At the last instant 
the mother cat reared up on her hind legs and 
uttered “WOOF, WOOF, WOOF!”   Shocked, the 

big dog turned and ran away with its tail between its 
legs.  The mother cat, then back down on all fours 
again, turned to her kittens and said to them, “let 
that be a lesson to you, the value of learning a 2nd 
language. 
 

As followers of Jesus, the 2nd language it is 
important for us to learn and know, includes the 
“spiritual language” of salvation.  It starts with the 
message of Christmas delivered by the angels in 
Luke 2, “For to you is born this day in the city of 
David, a Savior who is Christ the Lord.”  And the 
language of salvation continues in John 3, “And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness so 
must the Son of man be lifted up, so that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life”, followed by 
John 3:16, God so loved the world that He gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in Him may 
have eternal life”.  And in I John 3:16 &17, “By this 
we know love, that He laid down His life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren.  But if anyone has the worlds goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him?  
These, and many other verses, too numerous to 
include here are crucial to our spiritual language! 
 

It is a great language to know well, and to 
practice often, in words and actions! 

 

  
           PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 

OF ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                      
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter, send their name and email address to Jericho 

Road Ministries at  the address below or email us at: 
 

 Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

Of CityJoy Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online at 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
 
 

 
 
                       
 
 

Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850  
 

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
HOPE AND RESTORATION 
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