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In August of 2010 I was in the 
Boundary Waters with my good 
friend, Ken Morse, and a group of 
teenage boys from the city canoeing, 
portaging, and camping.   
 

One restless night while listening to the loons on the lake 
I turned on my head lantern and read George Mueller’s 
biography.  I was struck by the deep prayer-filled faith 
that moved George both into ministry and sustained him 
throughout. 
 

It was at this time that the Lord was stirring me to 
consider starting a new ministry in the city.  I gave myself 
and the potential new ministry to the Lord and said I am 
willing. 
 

A start-up group was formed at the end of August to start 
visioning and praying.  The original group consisted of 
Pastor John Erickson, Pastor John Bohnsack, Scott 
Anderson, Ming 
Jinn Tong and I. 
 

  
 

(I will add here, too, that Pastor John Erickson was 
instrumentally used by God to start the stirring as we met 
impromptu earlier in the summer about a potential new 
ministry). 

Our start-up group decided, after prayer and visioning, to 
have a series of community prayer meetings seeking the 
Lord further.  Between 10 and 20 people joined us for 
these meetings which lasted a good two hours. Some of 
the people who came to the prayer meetings were from a 
small group that I had led the previous spring.  The book 
our group had studied was “Ministries of Mercy - The Call 
of the Jericho Road” by Timothy J. Keller. 
 

As we were praying for 
a name for the 
potential ministry it 
became clear that 
name Jericho Road 
Ministries was 
encompassing 
everything that we 
were visioning.  Isn’t it 
funny how God does 
things like that?  Here 
the small group is in 
the spring studying a 

book with a subtitle On the Jericho Road and in the fall 
we are led to choose the name Jericho Road Ministries. 
 

Pastor John Bohnsack suggested that we also put out a 
“Gideon Fleece” to see if the Lord was indeed moving us 
forward.  The fleece was that $50,000 would come in 
before we would 
commit to starting up.  
When more that 
$50,000 came in we 
knew it was time to 
move forward. 
 

Scott Anderson and 
Ming Jinn Tong 
represented Jericho 
Road Ministries to their 
CityJoy Board for 
approval to be under 
their supervision and 
non-profit (501-C3) 
status.  We were 



 

 

accepted and have had a wonderful relationship for 10 
years now. 
 

The Jericho Road mission statement is: “To joyfully lead 
people from crisis to Christ-Centered Hope and 
Restoration.”  The Jericho Road goals are for families 
and individuals to be Fed, Housed with Utilities On, 
Clothed, Healthy, Gainfully-Employed, Freed in Christ, 
Part of a Bible-Based Church and to be Community 
Restorers/Reconcilers. 
 

The pictures above indicate a sample of these goals 
being met: A boy, next to his mom, received, with 
importance, a bag of crispy rice cereal.  A man, who just 
got a new job working outside, excitedly put on his new 
gloves from Jericho Road.  And lastly, Laurie McRostie 
(staff member) earnestly intercedes on behalf of 
brokenhearted man.  
 

There will be much work and need in the community as 
hard-felt effects of Covid-19 and the Riots will still persist 
long into 2021.  It has been and will be our privilege to 
serve those in great need in our Twin Cities area.   
 

We are so very, very grateful and thankful to God for 
starting and sustaining Jericho Road Ministries and 
to each of you for your crucial prayers, support, 
encouragement and partnership! 
 

 
 
 

Pastor John Bohnsack 
Deveiopment Director 
 
 

Fervent Prayer 
 

In his article above, Jeff referred to 
the JRM mission statement in 
general terms.  Here is a specific 

example of how the JRM “Mission” gets translated into 
action! 
 

Linda (not her real name) came to JRM needing food, 
housing, transportation and a job.  She was taking care of 
her sister’s 2 children while her sister was living in “tent 
city”.  Unexpectedly Linda lost her job because of a 
traumatic brain injury resulting from an attack by a co-
worker while on the job.  Her husband’s low paying job 
did not provide enough income to pay the rent because 
child support for children from a previous marriage was 
being deducted from his pay.  After they were evicted, 
they lived in their car until it got too cold to be outside 
overnight when the car broke down and the motor 
wouldn’t run anymore.  They then stayed temporarily with 
her mother in her mother’s apartment.  But, Linda related 
that other family members had also sought refuge with 
her mother, to the point where she said, at night they 
were lined up sleeping on the floor like hot dogs in a 
package.  The situation was intolerable but the shelters 
were all full.  She pleaded for food and for prayer to 
resolve the desperate circumstances. 
 

              

 

Two weeks later she returned to JRM for more food, 
almost giddy with excitement!   Following what she 
described as the “fervent prayer” of the JRM volunteer 
who interviewed her two weeks earlier, the following 
events had unfolded.  She got a new job paying $17.00 
per hour.  They got crisis aid from the county, enabling 
them to move into an apartment. A non-profit agency 
provided all the furniture they needed.  Minneapolis 
Technical College accepted her as a student, recognizing 
ALL of her credits from a previous college- so she will be 
able to graduate at the end of 1 more semester. That will 
give her even higher wages.  Linda traced all of these 
fabulous developments back to the “fervent prayer” of the 
JRM volunteer and the referrals she received.  Her faith 
in the Lord has skyrocketed and she now looks forward to 
the days that lie ahead, instead of dreading them.  All of 
this because so many of you care and share through 
JRM! 
 

 
 
  

           PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 

                   OF ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL.                  

                      
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter (same content as the printed mailing), 
have them send their name and email address to 

Jericho Road Ministries at the 
below address or email us at 

Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

Of CityJoy Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online at 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850  
 

 

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
 

HOPE AND RESTORATION 

 

mailto:Jeff@jerichoroad.us
http://www.jerichoroad.us/

