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Loaves and Fishes 
 
 

My friend, Eduardo, came up to me and said: Jeff, I 
don’t think we are going to have enough food for all 
the people. I said you are right, we need to pray 
that the food gets multiplied so that everyone has 
enough. We did and the people were all served - 
Praise God! 
 

Alaskan Pollock and BreadSmith Bread among 
other fresh fruits, vegetables and staples was 
served to 330 people on Friday morning, January 
13, 2023 at Jericho Road Ministries. 
 

The Jericho Road registration sign-in revealed that 
each registrant represents 3.5 people per 
household. The total we actually served was 1,155 
people. 

 
Jericho Road served 
each of these 1,155 
people with 10 pounds 
of food (35 pounds per 
registrant) which 
equates to at least 5 
meals per person. 
So,Praise God, 5,775 
meals were distributed 
on that Friday.  
 

I took this photo of 
fisherman on a boat 
on the Sea of Galilee 

recently and it reminded me of the many miracles 
that happened either on that sea or on the shoreline 

around the sea - one of which was the feeding of 
5,000. 
 

Jesus traveled by boat to a town called Bethsaida  
(archeologist 
remnants of 
Bethsaida 
can be seen 
in the 
picture).  
People 
traveled 
from nearby 
towns to 
Bethsaida 
just to be in 
the presence 
of Jesus - to 
hear his teachings or to see a miracle. Who could 
blame them for wanting to see this Man of God first-
hand? 
 

As it was late in the afternoon the Disciples of Jesus 
said to Him that the people should be sent home as 
it was nearing the evening meal.  Jesus said to the 
Disciples: You give them something to eat. They 
answered “we have only five loaves of bread and 
two fish - unless we buy food for all this crowd.” 
Jesus had the disciples sit the people in groups of 
50 and then taking the five loaves of bread and two 
fish and looking up to heaven, He gave thanks and 
broke them. Then He gave them to the disciples to 
distribute to the people.  
They all ate and were 
satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of 
broken pieces that were 
left over. (Luke 9:10-17) 
 



 

 

With each mouthful of food every person in 
attendance received a miracle from God first-hand. 
In the Book of Exodus, we see that as the Children 
of Israel journeyed in the wilderness God 
miraculously provided Mana and people’s hunger 
needs were met. By feeding the 5,000 in Bethsaida 
Jesus is clearly showing the people that the 
Kingdom of God has come and that the Son of God 
is in their midst. 
 

What a joy and honor it is to both serve God and 
minister to people in both word and deed. We are 
seeing the miracle of food multiplied/prayers lifted 
up and people’s hunger needs met weekly. Thank 
You so very, very much for your partnership! (And 
yes, I did catch the Walleye ice fishing).

 
 

Pastor John Bohnsack 
Development Director 
 

      
 

Helping the Abused 
 

Nearly 20 years ago a letter from then Judge Kevin 
Burke urged the community to continue to battle 
domestic violence.  His letter included information 
that about a century ago, a young woman was 
beaten by her husband on the eve of their wedding.  
She lived at a time when there was great shame in 
being publicly identified as a victim of domestic 
abuse.  Spousal abuse at that time was simply 
considered ‘a family matter.’  Shortly thereafter, the 
young woman became pregnant, but sadly the 
domestic abuse continued.  She finally left her 
husband and with the help of her family she moved 
from Omaha, Nebraska to Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
Her son, Leslie Lynch King, Jr.’s name was changed 
after she divorced her abusive husband and married 
a Mr. Gerald R. Ford Sr.  
 

 
 

 When adopted by his step father, Leslie’s name 
became Gerald R. Ford Jr.  You would know him 
better as President Ford, the 38th President of the 

United States!  When we at JRM help a family that 
is fleeing abuse, we don’t know if we are helping a 
future U.S. President or not, but we are being 
obedient to Philippians 2:4 which says, “Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.” 
 

 You and I were not there to help young Ford 
and his mother during their time of crisis, but 
through your gifts to Jericho Road Ministries you 
have been here to help dozens of abused 
mothers and their children flee their abusive 
relationships.  You have enabled JRM to provide 
emergency transportation, phone service to facilitate 
calls to police for enforcement of restraining orders, 
clothing, food, referrals to alternate housing at 
shelters for abused families and financial help in a 
variety of ways.  Often the abused must flee with 
little more than the clothing they are wearing.  We 
never “cram religion down anyone’s throat” but 
when we are inevitably asked, “Why are you doing 
this for me?”, we are glad to point beyond ourselves 
to Jesus Christ, remembering I John 4:19 “We love 
because He first loved us”.  Our most grateful 
thanks to the many of you who, by your donations, 
make it possible for JRM to serve soooo many in the 
midst of crisis needs, while doing so in the name 
and service of our Lord.  

 

  
           PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 

OF ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                      
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter, send their name and email address to Jericho 

Road Ministries at  the address below or email us at: 
 

 Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

Of CityJoy Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online at 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
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FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
HOPE AND RESTORATION 
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