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Be Ready: Things 
Change Quickly 

 
We all experience it, don’t we?  

Change.  Each day is new.  Each year is new.  New 

pursuits are achieved or at least attempted.  New 
milestones and significant events happen: Birth, 
Marriage, Children and Death.   
 
Change is inevitable here on Earth.  Most changes are 
very pleasant or at least can be worked through.  There 
are some changes, though, that you can try to work 
through but they honestly still just hurt.  Death and losing 
a loved one fits that category.   
 
A young man from the White Earth Reservation had 
come to Jericho Road for a Bus Ticket to Detroit Lakes.  
We were glad to assist him as he had come to the Cities 
for a Cousins Funeral.  In talking further, he had also lost 
his mom recently. 

 
After asking if he would 
like prayer, I prayed for 
him.  I then asked if he 
ever considered where he 
would go when he died.  
He really hadn’t, but 
seeing his mom and 
Cousin die got him 
thinking.  After sharing 
John 3:16 and the 
Cross/Eternity Diagram 
this young man accepted 
Christ and now knows that 
he will be with God for 
eternity. 
 

On January 15th we had a family gathering to remember 
my mom.  A special surprise was a video taken of my 

mom’s 
retirement 
party as a 
nurse from 
Phillips Eye 
Institute (PEI) 
in 2002.  Both 
my brother 
and I made 
speeches at 
the event and 
it brought tears to our eyes as we saw how loved, 
cherished and honored our mother was.  Forty-Two 
Years as a nurse at Swedish Hospital, Metropolitan 
Medical Center and PEI and a faithful volunteer at 
Jericho Road is a special accomplishment by this special 
woman.  My family were all there to celebrate - including 
my very-missed daughter next to me in the picture, 
Stephanie, who passed in 2017. 

Just before arriving to 
my Mother’s January 
15th remembrance 
dinner gathering, I 
found out that a long-
time faithful friend and 
volunteer at Jericho 
Road, Robert Olson, 
had died.  He was 54.  
Much, much too 
young to pass away 
and he leaves behind 
a 13 year-old son.  
We are honored to be 
involved in leading his 
memorial service. 

 
Robert was a man of faith and surrounded himself with 
Christians and with prayer.  He excelled at working with 
his hands and organizing.  Robert was the very definition 
of a die-hard Viking fan.  He was definitely a big part of 
our Jericho Road team (family) for 10 years that cared for 
and fed tens of thousands of people.  He will be greatly 
missed by all of us at Jericho Road!  
 



 

 

How can we be ready when change comes quickly?  It 
really comes down to having a relationship with God.  
God brings “a peace that passes all understanding” when 
the Christian prays.  Jesus suffered death and does help 
when the faithful go through “the valley of the shadow of 
death.”  God the Father watched God the Son die on a 
cross - He knows the pain of a Son or Daughter dying 
and will gently minister healing to that poor Christian 
Parent’s soul.  So, Knowing God before, during and after 
a big event happens is the way to be ready - and yet 
there still will be tears. 
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 Telling the Real Story 
 

There is a story about 3 men (I will 
call them Ned, Ted, and Fred) who 

attended a conference in 
New York City.  At the 
close of the day they 
realized that none of them 
had made hotel 
reservations.  Sharing that 
common mistake, they 
began making phone calls, 
only to discover all of the 
hotels they phoned were 
booked solid.  In 
desperation, as the 
conference building they 
were in was being locked 
up for the night, they 
decided to walk, through the wind and the rain, to the 
nearest hotel, hoping for some kind of miracle.  By the 
time they arrived, near midnight, rain soaked and weary, 
the desk clerk informed them that there actually was one 
room available, but it was on the 12th floor, and the 
elevator was out of order for maintenance!  They 
would have to walk up the entire 12 flights of stairs, 
carrying their luggage, because the bell hop had left for 
the night.  With an understandable combination of 
disappointment (no elevator) and relief (a room available 
at last) they agreed to take the room.   

 
As they began to labor up the stairs with their heavy 
luggage, they decided to swap stories in order to keep 
from focusing on the dreary labor of the climb. They 
agreed, Ned would tell happy stories for 4 flights, Ted 
would tell funny stories for 4 flights and Fred would tell 
sad stories for 4 flights.  Ned’s happy stories were so 
touching that they almost forgot about their misery and 
exhaustion.  Ted’s funny stories were so hilarious that 
their laughter nearly disturbed those in rooms near the 
stairwell, in spite of the weariness of the trio.  Fred’s sad 
stories were so overwhelming that they were almost in 
tears and nearly forgot about the heavy luggage and the 
draining climb. As they were going up the very last flight 

of stairs to the 12th floor, Fred admitted that he had the 
saddest story of all to tell.  He just realized that they 
had all forgotten the room key at the lobby desk on 
first floor.  
 

ARE YOU MISSING ANY KEY IN YOUR LIFE? 

 
At JRM, as we interact with our “customers”, keys we are 
often able to use are: 
 
John 3:16 God so loved the world that He gave His only 
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, 
and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
Rom. 10:9 If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 
 
With these “keys” that we share, as customer openness 
permits, the message of God’s love and salvation to all 
who are “weary and heavily laden” is available to all who 
want “rest” through faith in Christ.  AND that is a happy, 
HAPPY truth that is waaaay more than just a story! 

 
 
  

           PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 

OF ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                      
 
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter, send their name and email address to Jericho 

Road Ministries at  the  address below or email us at: 
 

 Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

Of CityJoy Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online at 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 

 
 
 
                       
 
 

 
 

Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850  
 

 

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
 

HOPE AND RESTORATION 
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