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A Special Birthday Present & 
A Baptism  
 
A Special Thank You to all who have 
contributed to the Open Your Heart to 
the Hungry July Match.  It has been a 
huge summertime boost & success! 

 

 My wife, Krista, and I 
were packed and ready 
for a long awaited 
summer getaway for 
three days. The phone 
call arrived just minutes 
before we were going to 
be leaving. It was from 
our youngest daughter. 
She had been in an 
accident.  Thankfully she 
was okay. She was 
bringing our dog, 
Franklin, to Lake 
Nokomis for a walk 
around the Lake. A car 
went through a Red 

Light and knocked her into a traffic light. 
 

Franklin, who was in the front seat with the window open, 
jumped out of the 
car when the 
passenger door 
was hit. Had he 
not jumped he 
probably would 
have been injured 
or died from the 
split-second later 
crashing traffic 
light. 
 

The dog went into 
a frantic sprint 
away from the scene. My daughter initially tried to call for 

and retrieve Franklin but couldn’t leave the scene of the 
accident. 
 

Krista and I left immediately to be with her. It was a 
surreal scene with the car & the traffic light when we 
arrived but our daughter was okay. We comforted with 
hugs and prayers of Thankfulness that she wasn’t hurt.  
 

After getting the car towed, we called Animal Protection 
and got on a neighborhood watch app to help us search 
for the dog. Some had seen the dog near Minnehaha 
Creek but Franklin was too shook-up to be called in. Our 
search started at 2:00 in the afternoon and after 
searching exhaustingly for the next 7-hours, we decided 
to head home.  
 

At 10:30 PM a person had reported on the app that he 
had just seen the dog run by - again by Minnehaha 
Creek. Though tired we hurriedly jumped in the car for 
another search. Another hour passed. We prayed once 
again and decided to take once last loop around. At 
11:50 PM we spotted the dog. He at first ran away from 
us but my daughter was able to follow Franklin into a 
garden area where, on her hands and needs, she finally 
was able to grab the frightened dog by the collar.  
 

It was 11:55 PM on 
my Birthday - what 
an exceeding great 
Birthday present: a 
safe daughter and a 
safe dog. We, too, 
know the grief of the 
other side of things 
not turning out well 
so this was very, very 
special to us.  
 

Speaking of Special: 
A former client and current volunteer at Jericho Road, 
Shelbie, was introduced to Bethlehem Baptist Church 
and has really thrived in her faith there. She recently was 
baptized at Bethlehem by Pastor Ken Currie. In the 
above picture my good friend Eduardo excitedly 
announces to everyone at Jericho Road the good news 
of Shelbie’s baptism.               



 

 

Pastor John Bohnsack 
Development Director 

You’re Part of our Team 

The following story was on the 
internet with no source identified. I 
welcome anyone who can help credit 
the source.    

 
 The story is about a father who was speaking at a 
fundraising dinner for a school that serves 
developmentally disadvantaged children.  He began by 
taking the position that everything God does is done with 
perfection.  He also admitted that his son, Sam (not his 
real name), cannot learn or understand as other children 
do.  He then posed the question: “Where is God’s plan 
reflected in my son?”  Into that atmosphere of 
puzzlement, the father offered this answer: “I believe that 
when God brings a child like Sam into the world, an 
opportunity to realize the Divine Plan presents itself. And, 
it comes in the way people treat that child.”  Then he told 
the following story…Please try to picture it in your mind. 

 
Sam and his father walked 
by a park where some 
boys that Sam knew, were 
playing softball.  Sam 
wondered if they would let 
him play.  Balancing 
apprehension and hope, 
his father inquired.  The 
boy he approached 
glanced at his teammates, 
getting no clear response, 

made his own decision, “We are losing by 6 runs and the 
game is in the eighth inning. He can be on our team and 
he can bat in the ninth inning.”  In the bottom of the 8th 
inning, Sam’s team scored several surprise runs, but 
were still behind by 3 points.  The top of the 9th brought 
pure ecstasy to Sam as he fielded for the 1st time in his 
life.  
 
In the bottom of the 9th, Sam’s team scored.  With 2 outs, 
bases loaded and the potential winning run on base, the 
question was, “Would Sam’s team allow him to bat as 
scheduled?”  To the shock of all in the stands, Sam was 
given the bat, which he did not even know how to hold 
properly.  The chances of a hit were about nil.  The 
pitcher took the unprecedented action of moving several 
steps closer to Sam to improve the possibility of a hit.  A 
very gentle pitch was swung at awkwardly and 
completely missed.  Stepping still closer, the pitcher 
offered another slow, soft delivery.  Sam swung AND 
SOMEHOW HE HIT IT! 
 
The ball slowly rolled to the pitcher who could have easily 
thrown Sam “out” at 1st base, but he threw it high and 
wide—far beyond the reach of the 1st baseman.  
Meanwhile the crowd was going crazy yelling, “Run to 1st 
base” and “Run to 2nd base”.  As the outfielders were 
fumbling with the ball, Sam was urged to keep running 
and, having rounded 3rd base, was urged to run for home 

plate. Sam crossed home plate to cheers for hitting a 
“grand slam” and winning the game for his team. 
 
 

“That day,” said the father softly, with tears now 

rolling down his cheeks, “THE BOYS FROM BOTH 

TEAMS HELPED BRING A PIECE OF THE DIVINE 
PLAN INTO THIS WORLD.” 

 
At JRM, we work with great numbers of folks who are 
disadvantaged financially, emotionally, physically, 
mentally and in many other ways.  By your gifts, YOU 
ARE PART OF THE TEAM that brings a piece of the 
Divine Plan into the world for them.  By sacrificing 
some of your “winnings, resources, income”--- you make 
it possible for some folks who are at a very significant 
disadvantage, to taste a grand slam moment of victory at 
a very dark hour in their lives.   By your support of this 
ministry, you help bring a piece of the Divine Plan 
into this world.  Please receive this message as a part 
of the Heavenly celebration of gratitude for your role! 

 

 

  
              PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 

OF ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                      

 
If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-

newsletter, send their name and email address to 
Jericho Road Ministries at  the address below or email 

us at: 
 

 Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

Of CityJoy Ministries 
 

or go to the website to give online at 
Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 

 
 
 
                       
 
 

 
 

Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850  

 

A partner with CityJoy 
 
 
  

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
 

HOPE AND RESTORATION 

 

mailto:Jeff@jerichoroad.us
http://www.jerichoroad.us/

