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  Jeff Noyed, Director 
 

Coronavirus: Jericho Road Response 
 

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz made the statement that 
we are not changing our state mandated policies so 
much as we are evolving our policies with the new 
realities of the Coronavirus spread. 
 

As Mall of America, businesses, schools, and restaurants 
all close down the Food Banks that Jericho Road is a part 
of - Second Harvest and The Food Group - have not shut 
down.   
 

In fact, a call from the Minnesota Department of Health  
  

 
 

last Wednesday encouraged the Jericho Road Food 
Programs to remain safely in place. 
 

Why do we remain open?  Because emergency food 
programs need to be in place for people when they face 
challenging times in their lives. Now, more than ever, 

with tens of thousands of people without a paycheck 
it is time to be available during this crisis time.

 
 

Just last Friday our Produce Distribution numbers swelled 
from an average of 175 to over 225 people and our Food 
Shelf saw another 30 people.  That’s over 255 people, 
many who represent families, in a single day! 
 

The next logical question is this: Is it safe to distribute 
food for Staff, Volunteers, and Folks needing 
assistance? 
 

This is where we have had to evolve our policies quickly 
to limit people contact.  We have gone from a food shelf 
selection where people pick out what they need/like from 
the Pantry itself with Staff/Volunteer supervision to an 
already assembled bag distributed at our Front glass 
doors.  My daughter Lindsey is seen in the picture above 
handing out groceries after having received an intake 
form.  All door handles, clipboards, pens and hands are 
cleaned after each interaction. 
 

For our Produce Distribution we have gone from meeting 
inside to outside.  Next week we will be implementing two 
new safety procedures.  First, we will be boxing up the 
produce in advance for recipients rather than allowing 
them to choose the food on the line of tables themselves 
that has put them close (3 feet) to our staff/volunteers.  
Second, we will be implementing a color-coded/time-
marked number system that will keep people at the 6 feet 
social distancing requirements.  
  



With safety systems in place we will need more food.  
The numbers are simply exceeding our capacity.   
 

 
 

We encourage you, at this challenging time, to make a 
monetary donation that will allow us to buy more food for 
our Food Shelf from our Food Banks.  We were literally 
down to our last two boxes of cereal this week.   

 
 

Further, Minnesota 
March Foodshare 
has been extended 
for the whole month 
of April too!  This is 
a “Matching Grant” 
opportunity for us.   

 
Thanks so very much for your extra special 
partnership to be there for folks in crisis during this 
extraordinary pandemic Coronavirus season! 

 

Pastor John Bohnsack 
                              Development Director 
 

Liver and Pancakes 
 

In the context of contagious Covid 19, there is a story 
about a man who was so desperately ill that he finally 
went to see his doctor.  The very astute Doctor had 
several lab tests done, with the conclusion that the man 
had a combination of highly contagious, incurable 
diseases.  

 
The man was ambulanced 
immediately to the hospital 
with orders that he was to 
be quarantined in hospice, 
in a private room and fed 
pancakes and liver.  The man liked pancakes and did not 
mind eating liver, but he asked the doctor what good 

such a diet would do.  The doctor admitted that these 
food items would do him no good at all---because his 
diseases were incurable.  BUT, it would be a great help 
to some of the hospital staff---because they could slide 
these flat foods under the door without entering the room, 
thus preventing them from being exposed to the 
contagion!   
 

 Sliding pancakes and/or liver under the door would be of 
no help to us either, in terms of dealing with our “disease” 
of sin. Romans 6:23a states, “The wages of sin is death”.   
Only the cross of Christ will save us. Romans 6:23b 
states “the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord”.  This is the message of God’s love that we 
pray and strive to share in words and actions, with all 
who come to JRM for help.  Our prayers are also with 
you, that God’s love and presence will comfort and 
sustain you in these turbulent days of Covid 19. -Thank 
you for helping JRM, by your support, to get the message 
of God’s love and salvation to all who will receive it. 
 

REMINDER: JRM has special note cards we use when  
.you give a gift in honor or in memory of a loved one, IF 
you provide us with the name and address of the 
person/s to be notified of your gift.  (HINT!)  Holidays, 
birthdays, anniversaries, Mother’s Day, Father’s day, and 
even the death of a loved one can be recognized in this 
way.   

 
 

  
               PLEASE CONTACT US WITH CHANGES 

                    IN ADDRESS, PHONE AND/OR E-MAIL. 

                      
 

If someone you know is interested in receiving the E-
newsletter (same content as the printed mailing), have 
them send their name and email address to Jericho Road 
Ministries at the below address or email us at:  

Jeff@jerichoroad.us 
 

Checks can be made to 
 Jericho Road Ministries 

 
or go to the website to give online 
at:Website: www.jerichoroad.us 

Tax deductible 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jubilee Church/Jericho Road Ministries 
1628 East 33rd Street Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Phone:  612.455-1193   Fax:  612.455-6850 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

FROM CRISIS TO CHRIST-CENTERED 
 

HOPE AND RESTORATION 

mailto:Jeff@jerichoroad.us
http://www.jerichoroad.us/

