
 

 

 
 

The Samaritan                         April, 2018 
 
 

Jeff Noyed, Director 
 

               Tax Time Help and Hope 
 
 
A special thanks to all who have contributed to the Minnesota FoodShare 
campaign so far!  Please Remember that we collect matching donations 
through Sunday, April 8th for this campaign. 
 

The Star and Tribune had an article on March 17th focusing on the Famous British Theoretical 
Physicist and Author who recently died - Stephen Hawking.  The Article was entitled “What did 
Hawkins say about God?”   
 
One quote from Stephen Hawking in this article really jumped out: “I believe the simplest 
explanation is, there is no God.  No one created the universe and no one directs our 
fate…There is no heaven or afterlife for broken-down computers; that is a fairy story for people 
afraid of the dark.” 
 
Personally, I respect all people who earnestly seek after knowing God.  The people I have the 
greatest pity on though is the Atheist who deny that there even is a God.  What an absolutely 
morbid forever Mr. Hawkins has gone into.  Truly hopeless. 
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Contrast this Hopelessness with the Hope-filled message for Christians in John 3:16: “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 
have everlasting life.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Two people who really believe this Hope-Filled message are Laurie McRostie, who coordinates 
Special Projects at Jericho Road, and Jonathan Lee.   



 

 

 
Recently Laurie was able to set up a Tax Time Help 
project for Jericho Road clients with Jonathan.  
Jonathan is a Global Partner at Bethlehem Baptist with 
accounting skills he acquired both through school and 
his time with Merrill Lynch.   
 
Jonathan was able to help people with some of the 
following items as the 1040 tax forms were filled out: 
 
       Child Tax Credit 
       Renter’s Property Tax Refund with CRP Forms 
       Medical & Dental Expenses 
       Charitable Contributions 
       Childcare Expenses 
       Work Related Expenses 
 
Pedro was one of the people Laurie lined up to meet with Jonathan.  Jonathan was able to help 
Pedro fill out a 1040 tax form and give tax related tips and advice with the help of some Spanish 
interpreters. 
 
After the tax forms were complete, Jonathan and the Spanish interpreters were able to share 
the Good News of eternal life through Christ Jesus with Pedro.  Pedro showed great interest 
and will be going to church with the Spanish interpreters this upcoming Easter.  The session 
was concluded with prayer. 
 
Pedro was so very happy.  I think he shook our hands three times apiece.  It is a delight to bring 
tangible help and spiritual help to people like Pedro through the talents of Jonathan and the 
interpreters and the coordination by Laurie.  May God bless this effort and May God bless each 
of your homes with great hope this special Easter season! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pastor John Bohnsack, Development Director 
 

WHAT DO YOU FIND DELIGHTFUL? 
 
I believe it was in the February 1977 issue of the FAITH AT WORK magazine, there 
was an article I recall the basics of, that told about a man I will call Sam. He was 
involved in one of the great battles of World War II in Europe.  Sam essentially said that 
they were given a rifle and some ammunition and some rations.  Then they were told to 
dig a foxhole and just hold the battle line.  Digging quickly—they were soon pinned 
down in the foxhole by the hail of enemy gunfire.  It was freezing cold and when the 
digging was finished, the time dragged in spite of all the gunfire.  In the midst of such 
grim circumstances, there was a momentary lull in the battle noise AND they heard 
LAUGHTER!   
 
In a big foxhole a few yards away, half a dozen fellow soldiers were laughing and 
having a great time.  We got so curious, Sam recalled, that we slithered through the 
snow and the mud under the flying bullets till we got into the foxhole with them to see 



 

 

what the hoopla was all about.  And you would never guess what they were doing.  
They had figured out a way to mix the powdered milk from their field rations, mixing it 
with snow---to make ice cream!                                                                                                               
  
In the context of Christian faith and witness, I have often wondered since then, “Have I 
got something going for me that is so exciting that somebody will be willing to risk their 
neck to find out about it?”   
  

In Psalm 1:1 the Bible says, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight 
is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night.”  
  

I believe that when something is truly delightful to us—our enthusiasm will be 
contagious.  May God raise up in each of us—such a Spirit filled delight in His love, 
forgiveness and new life that no matter how grim a particular moment might be for us in 
the battlefield of life —the radiance and delight of His love might overflow to others so 
clearly that someone might be willing to risk, to reach out and to seek the way of 
salvation. God’s delight is to pour the Divine message of His love through us and thus to 
reach out to all humankind.  
  

The neighborhood surrounding Jericho Road Ministries is somewhat of a current day 
battlefield with muggings, robberies, break-ins and shootings.  Our hope is to reflect 
God’s love and plan of salvation with such delight and contagion that others will seek us 
out, hear the message, receive it, and respond so that they, too, can share in the delight 
of forgiveness and new life! 
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