
  

When it comes to volunteer 

mentors, Mary Olson has been 

with ATLAS almost from the 

beginning. She went through the 

ATLAS Mentor Workshop and 

started mentoring in mid-2016, 

just a few months after ATLAS 

began serving people. Since 

then, Mary has invested in the 

lives of several women as a 

helping someone finally make 

that 

volunteer ATLAS mentor. Mary 

first learned of ATLAS from an 

invitation shared at her church 

to an Open House in the early 

days of the ministry. “I believe it 

was ATLAS’ first Open House. 

Driving home from church, I had 

mixed emotions. Was I a good 

enough person to mentor? And  
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Our vision at ATLAS is 

to have a caring Christ-
follower available for anyone 
in need. We walk with people 
through the struggles of life to 
help them grow in their 
relationship with Jesus.  

We work with  
you for your joy  
2 Corinthians 1:24 

YES, I WILL HELP CONNECT A HURTING PERSON WITH A MENTOR!  
Your financial support for ATLAS ensures that hurting people will not have to walk 
through their struggles alone. You can donate to ATLAS in one of three easy ways: 

MAIL ONLINE 
AUTOMATIC 

WITHDRAWAL 
Visit us online to set up 

a recurring donation 
automatically from your 
bank account every 
month. 
  

www.atlaswcmn.org/give   
 

Visit us online to donate 
safely and securely in 
support of our mission.  
  

Mail your donations to: 
 

ATLAS 
PO BOX 1511 
Willmar, MN 56201 
  

PLANT SEEDS AND PRAY 
ATLAS Volunteer Mentor Mary Olson’s approach to 
mentoring could be summed up as “Plant Seeds and 
Pray.” She entrusts each mentoring meeting to God 
through prayer and she says, “I just want to plant 
seeds that help people grow in Jesus.” 

LIVE MUSIC 

1pm – Esperanza Viva Worship 

2pm – Epik Youth  

3pm – Eagle Brook Music 

     4-6pm – Dinner Break (Ribs are Served!) 

6pm – Red Rocks Worship 
 

ROCKIN’ RIBFEST 
Come join us for some delicious smoked ribs! 

The Rockin’ Ribfest at One Way Festival is back 

this year.  
 

Rib Punch Cards are $20 for 4 ribs, 1 

beverage, 1 bag of chips, and 1 chance to 

vote for your favorite ribs. Punch Cards are 

available for purchase at ATLAS or The 

Fortress.  
 

We’ll also have some kids’ activities. Other food 

vendors will also be available at a separate cost.  

Tickets On Sale Now! 
$10 in advance, $15 at the gate 

Kids 8 years and under are free 
 

Tickets available at ATLAS, The Fortress, or 

online at www.onewayfestivalwillmar.com 
 

All proceeds from One Way Festival support the 

ministries of ATLAS and The Fortress. 

SUMMER 2021 NEWSLETTER ONE WAY FES  IVAL 

 RED ROCKS WORSHIP 

SATURDAY, AUG 21, ROBBINS ISLAND PARK, WILLMAR 

http://www.atlaswcmn.org/give
http://www.atlaswcmn.org/give
http://www.onewayfestivalwillmar.com/


 

 

TOGETHER  

Mary (R) and her mentee Shirley have both been a 
blessing to ATLAS. They frequently volunteer at ATLAS 
events, help get ATLAS mailings ready, and volunteer in 
other ways as well. 

 

(Continued from Page 1)  

I didn’t feel like I knew the Bible well 

enough to mentor either. But God kept 

nudging me to go so I went. God made 

it clear to me that if I did mentor, both me 

and my mentee would be on a journey 

together, and then I knew God would 

direct me through any challenges.” 

 

Part of Mary’s desire to mentor was to 

serve God in response to the great things 

He had done in her life. “I was struggling 

in my life and one night I ran into an old 

friend, so we started going out for coffee 

regularly. One day she invited me to go 

to church with her, but I declined. I hadn’t 

been going to church for over a year. She 

kept asking so finally one day I agreed to 

go to a Sunday night service with her. I 

soon started attending Sunday mornings 

with her as well. One Sunday I was so 

convicted that I needed God in my life 

and this conviction lasted for several 

days. Finally, my friend called the pastor 

and his wife agreed to watch my three 

kids so I could meet with the pastor. I 

surrendered to Christ on August 21, 1981 

- my spiritual birthday!”  

 

Mary also remembers the ways other 

people have mentored her and invested 

in her life over the years. “One couple, 

Ron & Shirley, loved me and my kids, 

even calling them their adopted 

grandchildren. They took me in as family 

and helped me grow in the Bible. They 

were saints saved by grace!” 

STAFF 

Jason Haug, Director 
 

Corie Haverly,  

Women’s Mentor 

Coordinator 
 

Barb Main, Staff Mentor 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mike Calvin, President 

Cecil Meyer, Vice President 

Dennis Clark, Treasurer 

Taylor Williamson 

Rob Taylor 

Sharyn Taylor 

Jan Clark 

ATLAS 
PO BOX 1511 

504 19TH Avenue SW 

Willmar, MN 56201 
 

320.441.2250 
 

info@atlaswcmn.org 
 

www.atlaswcmn.org 

TOUCHING LIVES FOR CHRIST 

“Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt his name together!”  – Psalm 34:3 

In addition to mentoring, Mary also now 

serves as an office volunteer at ATLAS, 

helping to cover the front desk three 

mornings a week. Mary and her mentee 

Shirley also frequently volunteer at ATLAS 

events and help get ATLAS mailings 

ready together. 

 

Mary says, “I have had so many 

blessings throughout my mentoring 

experience. Each mentee I’ve met with 

has been a blessing from God! Through 

mentoring, I have felt God’s presence 

more and have become more aware of his 

direction for my  

direction for my life. I’ve also been more 

aware of his mercy in my life when I do 

make mistakes.” 

 

Mary’s approach to mentoring could be 

summed up as “Plant Seeds and Pray.” 

She entrusts each mentoring meeting to 

God through prayer. Mary also serves as 

a faithful prayer partner with ATLAS, 

praying over the ministry of ATLAS and 

its other mentoring relationships on a 

regular 

 

Like Mary, maybe you feel like God is 

regular basis. She says, “I want to plant 

seeds that help people grow in Jesus.”  

 

ATLAS Director Jason Haug, “Mary has 

been a huge blessing to ATLAS from the 

beginning. Her willingness to draw near to 

those who are struggling and her 

faithfulness in prayer are such an 

encouragement to both those she mentors 

and the ATLAS staff.”   

Like Mary, maybe you feel like God is 

nudging you to make disciples through 

intentional relationships, If so, Mary says, 

“If you are like I was - afraid of not 

knowing the Bible well enough or 

thinking I wasn’t good enough to 

mentor - those thoughts are Satan 

trying to stop you from mentoring. We 

just need faith and God will show us the 

way. He will bless you in ways you 

never thought possible!” 

 


