
                    

Our vision at Atlas is to 

have a caring Christ follower 
available for anyone in need. We 
walk with people through the 
struggles of life to help them 
grow and mature in their 
relationship with Jesus.  

Where two or three 

gather in my name,    

there  I am with them. 

Matthew 18:20 

FALL  NEWSLETTER 2022 

YES, I  WILL  HELP  TOUCH  LIVES  FOR  CHRIST! 
Your financial support for ATLAS ensures the youth and adults in our community will not have to walk 
through their struggles alone and is helping to further God’s kingdom. It also helps us serve our homeless 
families in our community. You can donate to ATLAS in one of three easy ways: 

MAIL ONLINE AUTOPAY 
 

Visit us online to set up a 

recurring donation 
automatically from your 

bank account every 
month. 

  

www.atlaswcmn.org/give 
 

Visit us online to donate safely 
and securely in support of our 

mission. 
 

Mail your donations to: 
 

ATLAS 
PO BOX 1511 

Willmar, MN 56201 
 

 

 

Together Touching Lives For Christ 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for One Way Festival 2022! It was a beautiful day of fun, food and worship 
with Chris McClarney, Eagle Brook Music, Andrea Olson and Ryan Zimmer and the ribs were fantastic! A special thank 
you to all of the 98 volunteers, Praise Live and the businesses that sponsored this event! One Way Festival could not have 
happened without your support! ATLAS and The Fortress appreciate all of you!! 
FESTIVAL PARTNERS: 
Spronk Brothers Farms, Team Up, Marcus Construction, Janning ENT 
FESTIVAL SPONSORS:  
Crew Company, Floor To Ceiling, Maple Street Construction, Walt's, JD Kreps Financial, Minnesota Screen Print & Embroidery, 
Scott Powers, Dairy Queen, Lakeland Broadcasting 
FESTIVAL FRIENDS:  
Domino's Pizza, West Central Tribune, West Central Sanitation, Paffrath Real Estate, 
Dooley's Petroleum, West Central Steel, Cub Foods, Willmar Assembly of God, Perkins Lumber, Double J Concrete 

 
Congratulations to Notorious PIG for bringing home 1st place, Pig Pen BBQ for 2nd place, and KTJ Smokers for 
securing The People’s Choice Award in the Rockin’ Rib Competition! 

My name is Pedro. I have lived at 

ATLAS’ Safe Harbor House for the 

homeless since May 2022. Before 

Christ saved me, I was full of anxiety 

and fear. It was difficult for me to 

forgive others and I was addicted to 

marijuana. I was living in sin and 

darkness. During the Easter season 

I decided to give up meat for forty days. I had just lost my Father, got a divorce, 

totaled my vehicle and got a felony. Shortly after I had an accident at work and 

lost my ring finger on my dominant hand. On April 20th I cried out to God to take 

away my addiction. I told God that I am ready to follow Him and I would obey 

and take any path that he led me to. I surrendered my life. The very next day my 

addiction was gone! I talked to my sister about what God had done for me and 

she introduced me to her spiritual mentor for some guidance. My girls and I were 

in an unhealthy living situation, and I had to leave my place of residence. I was 

now homeless and had 50/50 custody of my two girls and needed to find a place 

to live. I was struggling to keep up. I was losing hope. I reached out to an area 

landlord, and she told me she had nothing available, but the next day called me 

back to tell me that she had contacted ATLAS and they would help me. I met with 

Atlas staff and they welcomed me with open arms, showed me around the house 

and prayed with me. I have never felt this kind of love outside of my two 

daughters. Not only has ATLAS helped me with a home and financial guidance, 

they have shown me true love and compassion. They continue to ask if my needs 

are met and if there is anything they can help with. I am so grateful to ATLAS for 

always being there to provide prayers, spiritual guidance, support and anything 

else we need. My mentor, Dennis and the ATLAS staff all came to my baptism on 

August 22nd at AG Church to support me. It was such a blessing. Dennis has taught 

me so much, especially the power of forgiveness and for that I am so thankful. 

The Atlas housing program was a crucial part of beginning a new season in my 

life, bearing God’s fruit. I cannot express how grateful I am that God led me to 

ATLAS. I am living proof that their program works if you truly let them help you. 

To all the volunteers, donors and staff, my girls and I are very blessed to be a part 

of your world. The world needs more of your love and the hope of Jesus. Please 

keep planting seeds! Much love and respect to you all!  

Brother in Christ, Pedro 

    

http://www.atlaswcmn.org/give


 

  

 

ATLAS  STAFF 

Corie Haverly – 

Executive Director 

Adam Trask–  

Men’s Mentor Coordinator 

Kelly Schloesser – 

 Women’s Mentor Coordinator 

 

BOARD  OF 

DIRECTORS 
 

Mike Calvin - President 

Cecil Meyer - Vice President 

Dennis Clark - Treasurer 

Taylor Williamson 

Jan Clark 

Reed Egerstrom 

Joan Egerstrom 

Scott Johnson 

 

ATLAS 
PO BOX 1511 

504 19TH Avenue SW 

Willmar, MN 56201 

320.441.2250 

info@atlaswcmn.org 

www.atlaswcmn.org 

Office hours  

9:00am - 4:00pm M-F 

Help the hurting ~ Unite the community ~ 

Equip the followers of Jesus  
 

 

 

    THANK YOU! 
We want to thank all of our faithful volunteers! We 

appreciate your help with mentoring the youth and 

adults of our community, your prayers, financial 

donations and helping with special events and all the day 

to day operations of ATLAS. We are grateful for your 

support and appreciate your partnership in Touching 

Lives for Christ! 

 

OUR NEEDS 

LIST: 
• Children’s and adult Bibles / Daily devotionals 
• Gift cards for Safe Harbor families 
• Cleaning supplies (call ATLAS for specifics) 
• Volunteers for basement renovation 

  

~MEET OUR TEAM~ 

Angie was one of my first mentee’s when I started 

working for ATLAS. She emailed me on August 13, 2018, 

very cautiously asking about getting a Mentor. When I 

met her for the first time, I could feel her pain, anguish 

and fear. She was very unsure of trusting anyone, even 

God. She was depressed and angry. Her marriage was 

failing and she had no where to turn. She had heard 

ATLAS’ commercial on the radio several times before 

she finally gave in and contacted us. The first year was 

full of sorrow and discouragement as she was getting a 

divorce but she did start to see and feel the hope of 

Jesus. In the the hope of Jesus. In the second year I started to see real change and growth in her. 

I got to literally watch God turn ashes to beauty in her life. The more she started 

believing God’s promises, diving deeper into scripture, prayer and worship, the more 

courageous and confident she became. She finally believed that God knew her and 

was for her from the start, that she was forgiven and chosen by God himself. She 

finally believed she was worthy of His love, grace and mercy. She finally believed 

Jesus died for her. She could confidently call herself a child of God. How beautiful! 

God was healing her past hurts and at the same time was working in her ex-husband 

even though they were not in contact. When they both came to the end of 

themselves and decided to surrender their lives, that’s when miracles started to 

happen. She was becoming a person she never thought she could be. God was 

growing her and stretching her in ways she never could have imagined. She felt 

whole for the first time in her life. In the summer of 2021 Angie and her husband 

started reconciling their relationship. They both have a relationship with Christ and 

are living a Christian life. We have been meeting now for four years, first as a 

mentoring relationship and now as friends. I am so grateful God chose me to walk 

alongside her during her struggles so I could be a firsthand witness of two disciples 

being made and to be able to form a lifelong friendship with a beautiful soul. It is an 

incredible blessing to see God at work and renewal of the mind happen in someone’s 

life. Please consider becoming a mentor, even if you do not mentor through Atlas, 

consider mentoring people in your everyday life. People who are struggling need a 

friend. You will not ever regret it! God is working through us all. 

Kelly Schloesser 

Women’s Mentor 

Coordinator 

From the desk of the Director 

My name is Kelly Schloesser. I joined the ATLAS team in March 2022 

as the Women’s Mentor Coordinator. 

My husband Matt and I have been married for 6 years.  I brought 3 

children to the marriage. They are currently 28, 26 and 18.  We have 

been blessed with one grandson and another due to join us in 

February 2023. I grew up in Underwood, MN and moved to the 

Willmar area in 1991. I have extensive experience in customer 

serviceand administrative duties but bring with me a passion for 

helping the hurting and lost. 

 

My parents were, in my opinion, alcoholics.  There was physical 

abuse between them which eventually touched my brother and 

myself.  Throughout my childhood and into my early adult years 

I deeply struggled with depression, acceptance of peers, 

alcoholism of my own, sexual assaults and low self-esteem.  I 

often found myself crying out to God to help me but only when I 

was desperate. 

 

In October 2010 I finally cried out to God that I just could not 

live that way anymore, checked myself into out-patient 

treatment for my alcoholism and began my path to a new life.  I 

was about 18 months sober when I became aware of my 

struggle with spiritual warfare.  It was about this time that I was 

reminded of the unconditional love that God had for me and 

that He was desperately desiring a relationship with me!  What? 

A relationship with God?  What does that mean?  What does it 

even look like? 

 

Fast forward a couple more years, two divorces later and a third 

marriage that was about to fail I reached out to ATLAS to get a 

mentor.  I was paired up with Mentor Debbie Keefe.  Debbie 

has guided me in my journey to developing my relationship with 

God.  We met weekly and shared time of digging deeper into 

God’s word, praying for and with me, and showing me His love!  

Through this experience I have learned how to be a better wife, 

mother, daughter, friend, and disciple! 

 

When the Women’s Mentor Coordinator position with ATLAS 

became available, I was ecstatic and felt the prompting from 

God that this is where my passion for helping other hurting 

people, especially women and children, can finally be put into 

service and administrative duties but bring with me a passion for helping the hurting and lost. My parents were, in my opinion, 

alcoholics.  There was physical abuse between them which eventually touched my brother and myself.  Throughout my 

childhood and into my early adult years I deeply struggled with depression, acceptance from my peers, alcoholism of my own, 

sexual assaults, promiscuity and low self-esteem.  I often found myself crying out to God to help me but only when I was 

desperate. In October 2010 I finally cried out to God that I just could not live that way anymore, checked myself into out-

patient treatment for my alcoholism and began my path to a new life.  I was about 18 months sober when I became aware of 

my struggle with spiritual warfare.  It was about this time that I was reminded of the unconditional love that God had for me 

and that He was desperately desiring a relationship with me!  What? A relationship with God?  What does that mean?  What 

does it even look like? Fast forward a couple more years, two divorces later and a third marriage that was about to fail I 

reached out to ATLAS to get a mentor.  I was paired up with Mentor Debbie Keefe.  Debbie has guided me in my journey to 

developing my relationship with God.  We met weekly and shared time of digging deeper into God’s word, praying for and 

with me, and showing me His love!  Through this experience I have learned how to be a better wife, mother, daughter, friend, 

and disciple! When the Women’s Mentor Coordinator position with ATLAS became available, I was ecstatic and felt the 

prompting from God that this is where my passion for helping other hurting people, especially women and children, can finally 

be put into action.  I embrace the mission of Together Touching Lives Through Christ with my position at ATLAS. If you too find 

that you are at the end of yourself and are desperate for real and lasting change in your life reach out!  We are here to walk 

along side of you as you seek restoration in your life through the love of Jesus. 

 

mailto:info@atlaswcmn.org

