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   Unlocking Patience ~ James 5:7-11   Jh. Hamby 5.31.2020 
SUMMARY: When problems overwhelm us, (1) We are tempted to lose patience, 

(2) We are tempted to lose perspective, and (3) We are tempted to blame others. 

Patience, just the word is enough to remind most of us 

that we haven’t arrived. I don’t care who you are, I know that 

you sometimes struggle with being patient…sometimes? It 

really doesn’t matter whether you’re a kid or a senior adult, 

there are times when you need any extra dose of patience. 

EXAMPLE: I’m always under the gun to shorten our services. 

Did you know that there is a church in Florida that advertises a 

22-minute service. That’s right. They promise that 22 minutes 

after the service begins you will be dismissed. The music is 

fast…The prayers are quick…The sermons are only 8 minutes 

long…now don’t get your hopes up, it’s not going to happen 

here! Patience is a hard commodity to find now a days! 

PATIENCE: Someone once said, “Patience is a virtue, possess 

it if you can. Found seldom in a woman…never in a man. 

QUIZ: I have a little quiz for you today that I would like you to 

participate in whether you are here or at home. So, I’m going 

to say a statement and you fill in the answer, okay? 

Statement 1: “I want it _____.” Next one. “I said, “Do it ___ .” 

Third one. “Not next week, not next month, not next year, not 

tomorrow, but ___!” Four, a common prayer we might say, 

“Dear God, give me patience and give it to me right ___.” 

How are you with patience? It seems that there is always 

something to try our patience.  

➢ We WAIT on traffic and we wait in lines.  

➢ We WAIT to hear about a new job…forever!  

➢ We WAIT to complete school or to retire.  

➢ We WAIT to grow up or for maturity in a child.  

➢ We WAIT for a decision to be made.  
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➢ We WAIT for someone to change his or her mind. 

Every day presents plenty of occasions for training in 

patience. We can resent waiting, accept it or even get good at 

it! But one thing is certain - we cannot avoid it! 

Perhaps we can hear the Lord speak to us about the 

possibilities for patience in our own lives today, that is, if we 

are not in too much of a hurry to get out of here.  

Listen to what the Bible says about patience! James 5:7-11 

NKJV “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the 

Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 

earth, NEXT SLIDE waiting patiently for it until it receives the 

early and latter rain. You also be patient. Establish your hearts, 

for the coming of the Lord is at hand. NEXT SLIDE 9 Do not 

grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be 

condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! NEXT 

SLIDE 10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the 

name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. 

Indeed we count them blessed who endure. NEXT SLIDE You 

have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end 

intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate 

and merciful.” 

James here addresses the problems that we all face when 

problems overwhelm us, (1) We are tempted to lose patience, 

(2) We are tempted to lose perspective, and (3) We are tempted 

to blame others. 

1. When we are tempted to lose patience – Remember it will 

be worth the wait! 5:7-8a 

We are very impatient lot, aren’t we? If you don’t believe it 

consider this statistic. The cost of people running red lights in 

the United States is…$7 Billion annual. The average amount of 

time saved by running a red light is…50 seconds. 
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Our text says, “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming 

of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 

the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and 

latter rain. You also be patient.” 

James sets the theme for the whole section with this 

command he gives right up front…twice! He says, "therefore" 

or "so then, be patient."  

“Be patient” ({makrothumia} in Greek) means to be “long tempered” It’s a 

word that comes from the combination of 2 Greek words 

(makros) which means “far away” and (thumos) which means 

“anger, heat or rage.” This is not a passive resignation but an 

attitude of self-restraint that enables one to refrain from hasty 

retaliation in the face of irritation. 

I might remind you that patience is one of the fruits of the 

Spirit in Galatians 5. In other words, it is a characteristic of 

being born again. As such, it’s one of those trades that set the 

believer apart from the world. BUT patience is not one of those 

things that comes EASILY. The easy road leads us to 

impatience! There is a price to pay for patience. 

EXAMPLE: Is patience difficult for you? Raise your hands? A 

man in Los Angeles, was arrested for “negligent discharge of 

a weapon” after shooting…his toilet bowl 5 times with a 38 

caliber handgun. He claims that he just got upset. He couldn’t 

take it any longer. His daughter had flushed a hairbrush and 

clogged the pipes. So he went “Elmer Fudd on the toilet…shot 

it into a million pieces! The man’s patience was long gone…so 

was his 38-caliber handgun!       

God is calling the Christian to overcome our natural 

reaction TO LOOSE CONTROL with a supernatural response to 

have PATIENCE!   
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Listen to Peter (1 Peter 2:18-20). Servants, be submissive to your 

masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also 

to the harsh. NEXT SLIDE 19 For this is commendable, if 

because of conscience toward God one endures grief, 

suffering wrongfully. NEXT SLIDE 20 For what credit is it if, 

when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But 

when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is 

commendable before God.” God’s Word is saying that anyone 

can endure when things are going well. And enduring 

suffering because of sin is nothing extraordinary. HOWEVER 

enduring unfair treatment with patience is very incredible.  

KEY: When we respond in such a supernatural way, God is 

pleased. Peter twice in this passage states that “this finds 

favor with God.” “The word for “favor” in the Greek is charis, 

the same word translated grace. God considers patient 

endurance of injustice grace, something that is commendable 

because it is way beyond the ordinary human response.”  

Paul reveals that the incentive to patience is “the coming 

of the Lord”—be patient because Jesus is coming to set 

things straight!  

Three times James reminds us of the Coming of the Lord = 

(vv, 7, 8, & 9). This is the “blessed hope” of the Christian. 

James also gives a CLASSIC illustration of patience when he 

says, “see how the farmer waits” – both of my grandfathers 

were farmer and lots of my cousins are too. Why does the 

farmer wait…there’s a harvest coming!  

Yet, when the seed is planted and it’s in the ground for the 

initial stage, he doesn’t go off and retire. He is working in 

another area of the farm.  

APPLY: While we are waiting for the Lord’s coming, we are not 

exhorted to put on white robes and sit on the roof of the 
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church and wait for Him. No! We should be working in the 

fields seeking to win people to Jesus! 

EXAMPLE: Some of the greatest missionaries of history 

faithfully spread the seed of God’s Word and yet had to wait 

long periods before seeing the fruit of their efforts. Ken Liles 

labored for the Lord in Iraq for 10 years before his 1st convert! 

Suffering and patience seem to go hand in hand. As a 

matter of fact, the Bible talks about tribulation working 

patience in us…James 1:1-4. 

ILL: You might consider yourself an extremely patient person, 

yet there will be times when we even you will be pushed to 

your limit. The trouble is…we’re in a hurry, but God isn’t! 

James gives the reader two examples of why we should 

have patience, FIRST there is the example of the OT prophets 

needing patience when they were mistreated. “My brethren, 

take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an 

example of suffering and patience.” 

There is a reminder that Scripture says that “All that live 

godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Tim. 3:12 KJV 

Although God honored the prophets by using them this did not 

guarantee their escaping persecution by the world. The 

implycation is that if they did not escape suffering why should 

we expect to? 

SECONDLY, we have the example of Job (v. 11) You need 

patience when you don’t know why. “Indeed we count them 

blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of 

Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is 

very compassionate and merciful.” Job is a wonderful example 

of enduring patience! We’ve heard people say, “You’ve got the 

patience of Job!”  
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EXAMPLE: I heard about a guy who wanted a cup of coffee, 

and he put in his 75 cents. Then he pushed the thing for sugar, 

and he pushed the thing for cream. And, he pushed the other 

button, and the thing started to whir, and coffee started to 

come, and the cream started to come, and everything else 

started to come…one problem…there was no cup—right down 

the drain. He said, “Boy, that really is automation. It even 

drinks it for you! That’s patience! 

Job was blessed above every other man of his day. He 

was prosperous and had a wonderful family. It seemed he had 

everything his heart desired. Then suddenly came calamity 

and devastation. He lost all of his property, his possessions 

and his family, and his health…in ONE day! The only things he 

had left were his wife and his own life. The devil didn’t kill his 

wife because he knew he could use her later. And before we 

pick too hard on Job’s wife, remember, she lost all of her 10 

children in ONE day! She had a right to miss-fire a little bit! 

From time to time, I have patience with my wife… One day 

I went with my wife to the mall and spend some time shopping 

with her. I waited patiently for 15 minutes… then I waited 

impatiently for another 30…minutes! 😊 

Job is a wonderful source of encouragement. Job knew 

his life was in God’s hands but didn’t understand what was 

happening or why. That’s why even in his confusion he could 

cried out to the Lord. 

1. When we are tempted to lose patience – Remember it 

will be worth the wait and…. 

2. Secondly, When we are tempted to lose perspective – 

Strengthen your relationship with the Lord. (5:8b) 
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In the 2nd portion of verse 8 James utters another command, 

“…establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 

hand.” He says that instead of feeling agitated and shaken up 

by the experience of oppression we are to develop an inner 

sense of stability. We are told in verse 8 to “establish” or 

strengthen our hearts. Strengthening your heart has to do with 

supporting something that is HEAVY. When you have been 

done wrong your heart is heavy…instead of loosing it, be 

patient! 

To strengthen our hearts is to strengthen our relationship 

with the Lord. I want to point out 3 things you can do.  

1. Strengthening our hearts requires prayer.  

2. Strengthening our hearts requires attention to the 

Scripture. And here’s the one we often neglect… 

3. Strengthening our heart requires fellowship with other 

Christians. I don’t mean just church attendance…I’m not 

pounding on those of you who are watching online either! 

The purpose of fellowship with other Christians is the 

building up of one another. 

    3. Thirdly, When we are tempted to blame others – 

Grumbling will not help! (5:9) “Do not grumble against one 

another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge 

is standing at the door!” 

Impatience with our circumstances leads to impatience 

with God, which in turn leads to impatience with God’s people. 

What do we usually do when we begin to feel the heat? We 

COMPLAIN to anyone who will listen! We lash out at each 

other because of the pressure that we are feeling. 

In verse 9 Paul issues another command, “don’t grumble 

one against another, Brethren”! Apparently this is a problem 

for Christians! This addresses the human tendency when 
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subjected to oppression and injustice to lash out at those 

nearest them. 

POEM: “To walk in love the saints above, will be a wondrous 

glory; But to walk below with the folks we know, well that is 

another story.” 

Paul says this behavior must be abandoned – “lest you be 

condemned.” When you judge someone, be careful because 

judgment is coming your way too! 

We read in 1 Corinthians, “Judge not, and ye shall not be 

judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, 

and ye shall be forgiven.” 

Judging one another is a bad idea considering the 

nearness of the heavenly judge. He is “before the door” 

literally facing the door and ready to push it open. 

James says, “Look Christ may return at any time, he is 

literally standing at the door. He may open the door at any 

minute and walk in, so he had better find you waiting patiently, 

standing firm and not grumbling against Him or one another, 

or else you will be judged!” 

To avoid grumbling to others take these actions… 

• Be careful to think first 

• Be careful to pray first. 

• Be careful to show love (1 Cor 13:4) 

• Be careful to find out the facts. 

• Be careful to consider our example. 

•Be careful to remember our obligation. 

“forgive as we have been forgiven” 

CONCLUSION: 

1. When we are tempted to lose patience – Remember it will 

be worth the wait and…. 
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2. Secondly, When we are tempted to lose perspective – 

Strengthen your relationship with the Lord. (5:8b) 

3. Third, When we are tempted to blame others – Grumbling 

will not help! (5:9) 

Patience comes from a deep-rooted faith in God and His Word. 

You grow in the faith so strong that circumstances can no 

longer move you. 

BETTER ENDING? 

 

 

 

 

 


