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The Crown of Life ~ Revelation 2:8-11 
 

SUMMARY: Words to the Suffering for the Crown of Life 
 

     Remarkable isn’t it that we can look at problems 
and difficulties with such different perspectives?  
EXAMPLE: Abraham had some pretty major bumps to 
OVERCOME.  
QUESTION: How about you? How is the road you are 
travelling?  

While there are 5 CROWS for believers, there are 
3 that are known as “Victor’s Crowns”.  

1. Crown of Righteousness ~ 2 Timothy 4:8 
2. Crown of Life ~ James 1:12 and Rev 2:10  
3. Crown of Glory ~ 1 Peter 5:4 

These Christians were suffering because it was a law 
to worship on the Roman Emperor. To refuse this led 
to persecution or even death. 

➢ He begins with a description of the one who is 
the First and the Last. Revelation 1:8 

 

Strengths of the Smyrna Church 
1. Suffering: Revelation 2:9 

    Now Christ goes onto commend the church. This 
was the best of the seven churches.  
    These people were suffering. The words here speak 
of pain and real pressure. See where it says 
tribulations or your version may have affliction. It 
literally meant pressure or crushing.  
APPLY: Can you relate to this?  
TRUTH: It would be a challenge for us to think how far 
we would prepare to suffer for the gospel.  
POINT: Spiritual wealth does not depend on physical 
wealth, but on an attitude and a relationship with God.  

2. Struggles ~ Revelation 2:10 
     Who do you turn to when you have struggles or 
when you are in the midst of suffering? Who is best to 
comfort you? 
STORY: The boy who had lost his right hand…It wasn’t 
hard for the boy to get acquainted with the pastor who 
knew how it felt. 
APPLY: Christ is one who has suffered most…more 
than we could imagine. He knows you so intimately 
that he knows what you are feeling and what you are 
going through. 

3. Brave…Do not be Afraid ~ Revelation 2:10 
     Remember the afflictions that the Smyrnaeans were 
suffering was brought to bear from outside. 
POINT: God allows Satan to have his way, sometimes 
to refine us, sometimes to strengthen us and 
sometimes because that is what is appointed for this 
time.  

4. Reward A Crown for Faithfulness ~ Rev. 2:10 
     “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown 
of life.” There is another life beyond this earthly life 
which is far more important because it is eternal.  
     The Crown of Life is a reward given to those who 
are OVERCOMERS! One of the unique qualities of 
these letters to the 7 churches is that the blessing that 
God gives to them is because they have OVERCOME 
the struggles that have beset them.  
QUESTION: How faithful are you? To know and trust 
God is enough to give us eternal life, but for the high 
achievers in faithfulness, God has other special 
rewards in store. Be encouraged, your efforts for God 
won’t be unnoticed. God will reward those who stand 
firm despite difficulties, we can be assured of that.  
POINT: If you stand firm, Jesus will give you a reward, 
eternal life and a Crown of Life. 


