
 

Background & Description of the Bermudian Congregation 

 

The Bermudian congregation has a long and varied history first being formed in 1758 by German 

Baptist Brethren and with brothers and sisters serving Christ ever since.     

A group of Anabaptist (the Schwarzenau Brethren) from Europe immigrated to the Germantown, 

Pennsylvania area in the New World beginning in 1723, along with later groups led by Alexander 

Mack.  By the 1740s a group of these Brethren ventured into the frontier area of South-Central 

Pennsylvania.  Some of these brothers and sisters, following the charismatic Conrad Beissel, stayed 

in the cloister community of believers in Ephrata (Lancaster County), but by the 1750s they left the 

community and settled in the Bermudian Creek and Conewago Creek valleys of York County (and 

part of what is now Adams County).       

This group of believers initially held worship meetings in large homes and barns and formed what 

became known as the Big Conewago congregation.  The congregation having grown over the years, 

divided in 1849 into the Upper and the Lower Conewago (Bermudian) congregations.   

In 1853, the Lower Conewago (Bermudian) congregation shared in the construction and use of the 

Atland Meeting House with a Reform Lutheran church and a German Reformed church.  

Sometime in the late 1800s some members built a sister meeting house (Wolgamuth) – near the 

town of Dillsburg, so they would not have to travel so far for church.  The congregation of Lower 

Conewago worshipped in two meeting houses until 1983, at which time the congregation, in a 

friendly split, became known as the Wolgamuth Congregation and the Bermudian Congregation.
                                                                                                                                                                        

In 1887, the existing brick meeting house was erected near the Bermudian Creek and  is  still used 

by the Bermudian Church.  A Sunday School wing was added to the meeting house in 1974, and a 

larger free-standing fellowship hall was built in 2011.   

In the 1990s, the Youth of Bermudian spearheaded an effort to restore the long vacant Atland 

Meeting House and it has been used each year since for Christmas Eve services for the community.            

At the start of the 21st century, the Bermudian congregation formed a new church plant, at the 

nearby Lake Meade community, called Lakeview Fellowship.                                                                                               

The Bermudian congregational faith family is far from being perfect, but we do strive to accept 

others in love, and we warmly encourage devotional service to our LORD and Creator. 
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