
In response to the PCUSA General Assembly’s decision in June, 2014, 

Our Session has unanimously endorsed this Statement on Marriage. 

 

Statement on Marriage 

FPC-Grand Junction exists to be Rooted in Jesus, Growing in His Love, and Branching Out to Serve Others.  This simple 

statement forms our core principle for connecting with our community.  We want to be like Jesus, show Jesus to oth-

ers, and make our ministry efforts consistent with the attitude and posture of Jesus.  In short, we love our community, 

and we believe Christ calls us to always be in a position of service to others in his name. 

It is our desire and responsibility to be as clear as possible about how we feel called to serve our community.   In light 

of recent decisions made and soon to be made by our governing body (PCUSA), our church’s session (elder board) and 

pastors feel it is important to develop a unified statement on our beliefs on marriage. 

We hosted congregational forums as a listening tool to engage the heart of our congregation.  How are we called to 

love our friends, family members, and neighbors who might see human sexuality differently than we see it expressed in 

the Bible?  How can we be both gracious and truthful?  How can we best communicate that our full identity is found in 

Christ, not merely in our sexuality?  

It is clear that our church is made up of many different members with many different views and opinions. But we all 

have common beliefs in the ministry and mission of our church as well as in the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  Jesus      

did not come to earth to save the righteous but to save sinners, and we all sin and fall short of the glory of God. We      

want to follow Jesus’s example of reaching out to all in love and to use God’s Word as our guide.  Our hope is that     

this unified statement on marriage from our session and pastors brings clarity to this issue and also invites further    

discussion.   

Session and our pastors are in agreement: it is our belief that according to Scripture, Christian marriage (traditionally 

covenanted through a wedding service, which is a religious service of Christian worship) is      ordained by God and is 

expressed uniquely between a man and a woman.  Because of this belief, our facility will not be used to perform    

same-sex ceremonies and our pastors will not perform same-sex ceremonies in our facility or in any offsite location. 

The above paragraph will offend some.  It will encourage others.  Our goal is to be clear about where we stand and 

to humbly invite conversation around this topic.  We believe that the gospel of Jesus Christ is simply      expressed 

by the Apostle Paul: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the worst.” (I Timothy 1:15)  

We all stand at level ground at the foot of the cross.  We humbly offer these words, praying that Jesus will use all 

our ministry efforts for his glory. 

In Christ, 

The Session and Pastors of First Presbyterian Church, Grand Junction, Colorado 
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