
 

 

The promise of “arrival” and “rest” is still there for God’s people. God Himself is at rest. And at the end of the 

journey we’ll surely rest with God. So let’s keep at it and eventually arrive at the place of rest, not drop out 

through some sort of disobedience. (Hebrews 4:9-11) 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

I wonder how different this summer will feel compared to last summer.  We haven’t arrived yet regarding      

the pandemic (be safe, be smart, and care for those around you), but I know that many of you are finally      

vaccinated and making plans, packing up the car, and booking flights to see the friends and family you had on-

ly been seeing over Zoom and FaceTime. 
 

As wonderful as those reunions have been and will be, I am a bit worried that the “rest” we experienced last 

summer – hiking, doing puzzles, being limited in good ways – will be undone this summer in our frenzy to 

catch up.  Although there is anticipatory joy for what’s ahead, I’ve talked to numerous people who will miss 

the slowed-down pace of just ‘being (somewhat) still.’  Most of us are chronic ‘doers’ who fill our calendars 

until forced to do otherwise.  
 

The same can be said in our spiritual lives.  We’re tempted to think ‘doing more’ for God is better than resting.  

Resting seems spiritually lazy.  If we rest too much, how are we going to get anything done?  I’ll be able to rest 

once I get to heaven.  We don’t really need a Sabbath, do we? 
 

The Book of Hebrews helps us find the right balance between working for Christ and resting in Christ.  We are 

told, again and again, to “hold on firmly and tightly,” “fix our eyes on Jesus,” “not give up meeting together,” 

and “spur one another on to love and good deeds.”  That sounds pretty active, doesn’t it?  On the other hand, 

the thrust of the whole letter keeps underscoring that Jesus, our Great High Priest, has accomplished salvation 

for us.  He did the work of redemption and is still at work on our behalf “at the right hand of The Majesty.”  

Let’s be careful not to get all charged up to serve Jesus and neglect the need for our souls to find Sabbath rest.  

It may be that breaking the Sabbath is the act of disobedience most overlooked in the American church.  It 

would do us good to be as careful about Sabbath rest as we have been over the last year about this pandemic.   
 

In the midst of my encouragement to “rest” in the grace of God and have a “restful” summer, I must also      

remind us there are many in our world who haven’t “rested” in a long time.  They have been enslaved and    

oppressed.  I am grateful our friends at International Justice Mission ‘will not rest’ until – by God’s grace 

and the power of the Holy Spirit – all are free.  Check out the RACE TO RESCUE announcement inside the 

newsletter and help us get the word out through social media and conversation.  Pray for those in our church 

family and others around the world who will both raise money and bring awareness to the reality of slavery.  

Pray that boys and girls, men and women who are now enslaved will be found and rescued this summer. 

 

Faithfully yours, 
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Let my People Go!  

Sunday, June 13, 8:30 and 11 am 

Music at First will close out our choir year with a very special concert on the theme of the Exodus of the Chil-
dren of Israel from Egypt.  This is historically a very important Bible story. It is an Old Testament foreshad-
owing of God’s redemption of the world through Jesus Christ. The story was used by African slaves as hope 
for freedom leading up to the U.S. Civil War. It is used today as a cry for justice around the world as we part-
ner with ministries like IJM to end worldwide slavery.  

The Music at First Ringers and Concert Choir, accompanied by the organ, will lead us on a musical pilgrim-
age of the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt, the calling of Moses to set them free, and the victorious 
crossing of the Red Sea followed by hymns of praise to God for being their Redeemer. The centerpiece of the 
program will be a cantata called The Song of Triumph by Fred Bock. Bock (not Bach), was a well-known 20th 
century figure in church music. He was composer, organist, and conductor of such noted church choirs as Bel-
Air Presbyterian and Hollywood Presbyterian.  Though Fred Bock passed away in 1998, we are very blessed 
to welcome one of his lifelong friends, and a champion of his choral music, Dr. Donald Ellsworth, as our 
guest conductor for this concert. Dr. Ellsworth will be joining us from Pennsylvania, where he is recently re-
tired from a career as collegiate music educator, church musician, soloist, and conductor. Our own John How-
ard was, as an undergraduate,  one of his students at Christian Heritage College in San Diego, CA. We are 
most pleased to welcome Dr. Ellsworth as guest conductor of the Concert Choir for this concert. John Howard 
will accompany the choir at the organ and conduct the handbell choir. Soloists from our choir include Mica 
Wyatt, Soprano, and Sawyer Quint, Baritone. We hope to see you there. Please note it is the first Sunday that 
we are not requiring online registration, and masks continue to be optional. A freewill offering for the music 
ministry will be received after the concert separate from regular tithes.  

By Faith! 

 Sunday, June 13, 9:30 am 

On this special Sunday, the Contemporary service will be presenting By Faith, a musical worship service 
based on Hebrews 11. Join the Worship Band as we explore the importance of faith in all aspects of our lives 
through the examples of the heroes of faith from Hebrews 11.  Follow Moses, Abraham, and others through 
narration, relevant worship songs, and times of reflection.     



 

 

Wacky Wednesdays are here again! Kids entering 
kindergarten to 4th grade are invited to join us for 

Wacky Wednesdays on June 9, 16, 23 and July 7, 14, 
and 28. We’ll meet from 1:30 to 4 pm in the Multi-
Purpose Room. This summer, kids will learn how to 

take serving to heart. “Tales of the Ones He Won’t 
Let Go” is filled with fun, interactive learning and 
kid-inspired service projects, opening kids’ eyes (and 

grown-ups too!) to the needs in our community and 
around the world. Kids will be challenged to do 
something about the needs they see! 

We are happy to announce that Senior Adult        
Ministry luncheons and activities will be resuming in 
August. We will have a picnic luncheon and will be 
planning a couple outdoor outings. For questions 
please call Charity Finnigsmier at the church office 
(sam@firstpresgj.org or 242-1923).  

You may remember last summer when we cheered 

on Pastor Jason, Mark Leistico and Andrew Hansen 

in their “Liberty for Liberty” combined races –    

raising almost $4,000 to support International      

Justice Mission’s work to end global slavery.  This 

year we are putting together Team FPC Grand  

Junction and inviting even more to participate.  You 

can run, bike, kayak, canoe, swim, OR WALK any 

distance with anyone.  Although the weekend of 

Race to Rescue is scheduled for June 26-27, any 

date can be chosen.  If you or a team would like to 

join Team FPC-GJ, go to https://

ijm.donordrive.com/team/5471.  If you need help 

getting signed up,  contact the church office (242-

1923) and we’ll get you on our team.     

Sports Camp is back!!!! “Off the Bench” Sports 
Camp is June 21 – 25, 9 am to 12:15 pm, at        

Columbine Park. This camp will offer coaching and 
instruction in soccer, flag football, and cheerleading 
for children ages 6 - 12 and basketball and volleyball 

for children ages 8 -12   Based on 1 Peter 5:6-7,   
“Off the Bench” Sports Camp offers quality sports       
instruction, as well as Biblical teaching that campers 

can apply to sports and competition. Registration fee 
is $60 for the first child in a family and $30 for each 
additional child. All campers will receive a camp     

T-shirt and daily take-home devotions. Please sign 
up via the church website (www.firstpresgj.org) or 
the registration sheets at the Information Desk.      

Direct your questions to Janet Young 
(janetyoung@firstpresgj.org) or Tasha Haley 
(tashahaley@firstpresgj.org). 

Knights of the North Castle Vacation Bible School is 

July 19 -23, from 6 – 8 pm. Children entering kin-
dergarten to those entering 6th grade are invited to 
attend. North Castle is hidden in a frozen land and 

the King’s valiant Knights are on a quest in search of 
the King’s Armor. But the armor isn’t what they 
think it is. Knights of North Castle invites children 

to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s 
power! Kids will explore Old and New Testament 
stories and discover different pieces of protective 

armor—the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, 
the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the Hel-
met of Salvation—at work in the lives of familiar 

Bible characters. They will explore how that armor 
works in their own lives as they follow and serve 
God. Our Quest for the King’s Armor is based on 
Ephesians 6:10-20. To register, please click on this 

link: https://www.myvbs.org/firstpresgj/ 

https://ijm.donordrive.com/team/5471
https://ijm.donordrive.com/team/5471
https://www.myvbs.org/firstpresgj/


 

 

We are looking for bus drivers on Sunday mornings 

to pick up our shut-ins for church service.  If you are 

interested in serving in this capacity, please contact 

Gene King (242-1923 or geneking@firstpresgj.org). 

 

We are looking for one more person who would like 
to volunteer at the scrip table on Sunday mornings 
to take orders and to hand out the previous weeks     
orders.  This would be a once-a-month task. If you 
would like to serve in this capacity, please contact 
Nancy Mast in the front office (242-1923). 

 

We are looking for individuals who are interested in 
serving on the Church Safety Team.  If you      
would like more information about this volunteer 
opportunity, contact Kurt Broderdorp (970-250-
9306) or Diane Bricker (318-469-7735). 

 

We are looking for ushers and greeters for all      
services. Contact Michael Gallegos (243-6453) if 
you can help at the 9:30 am service.  Contact Lizette 
Etcheverry (216-9012) if you can help at the 8:30 am 
or 11 am services. 

 

The Children’s Ministry Team is excited to be 
planning for summer ministry. We are looking for 

people who would like to partner with us as we    
minister to kids through Wacky Wednesdays, Sports 
Camp, and Vacation Bible School. If you want to 

hang out with some awesome kids this summer,  
contact Janet Young (janetyoung@firstpresgj.org) or 
Tasha Haley (tashahaley@firstpresgj.org). 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  

 

 


