
 

 

September 

“God enables me to stand on the heights.” (Psalm 18:33) 

 
Dear Church Family, 

 
On August 25th I completed my 17th year of ministry at FPC by standing on top of my 17th Colorado 14er with 

a good friend from the Northwest.  Part of me needs to clarify it’s my 28th summit in Colorado because I repeat 

peaks.  Another side of me must admit I do the easier peaks and include a car ride up Mt. Evans.  But I like     

the sound of 17 after 17.  I plan to keep that going but should get the peaks above years served during next 

summer’s sabbatical.   
 

The view is indescribable and endless from the top.  Though I know the effort was worthwhile once I reach the 

top, I always question why I’m doing this during the 12,000-13,500 foot stretches.  I love journeying with    

others, finding out where folks are from, and cheering on the first timers.  The “connector” in me just can’t 

help itself. 
 

Some rightly declare all peaks are the same.  Rocks everywhere!  Barring weather and forest fires, the views 

are similar as well.  Now the metaphor breaks down for my years at First Pres.   
 

The views and visions over the last 7 years – since my first sabbatical – are drastically different than the first 

10.  God’s transforming work in me and so many others has changed the trajectory of our ministry and mindset 

- including the milestones we seek.  I’m so grateful for the many Sacred Rhythms we have discovered together 

and the paths they have taken us on; not easy but always worth the effort and struggle. 
 

I want to encourage everyone to take the journey we call EHS (Emotionally Healthy Spirituality).  Once again, 

this Fall (starting September 14 or 15) you are invited to walk with others through the 8-week course designed 

to help you reach new heights in your relationship with God, others and yourself.  Whether you’re at New    

Horizons on Wednesday nights (6:15-8:15 pm) or at FPC on Thursday afternoons (2-4 pm), you’ll do the tough 

work of practicing spiritual disciplines and probing the depths of your life.  It’s not easy, for sure.  But it’s    

always worth it.  Sign up today and pick up your material ahead of time. 

 
Faithfully yours,           

La Plata - 4th highest in Colorado; 14,361 ft. 



 

 

We will be taking Church Directory pictures on   
Sunday, September 11 from 9:30 am-1 pm and   

Wednesday,   September 7 from 4-7:30 pm. All     
pictures will be taken in the Youth Room. You will 
also have the option of purchasing the picture with 

no sales pitch from the wonderful, Sue Broderdorp. 
We are excited to get our online church directory   
updated with photos! Contact Nancy Mast with   

questions (nancymast@firstpresgj.org or 970-242-
1923). 

Just a reminder that the 25th annual Empty Bowls 
fund-raiser for the Soup Kitchen at Catholic Out-
reach will be held on Saturday, October 8 from 11 
am to 1:30 pm at the Soup Kitchen located at 245 
South 1st.  Tickets are $25.00 per person.  A ticket 
buys a beautiful handmade pottery bowl (bowls are 
made and donated by over 60 potters in the Grand 
Valley), gourmet soup made by one of forty culinary 
restaurants in the Valley, and dessert (including 
Enstrom’s toffee and homemade cookies).  Children 
under twelve, when accompanied by a parent with a 
ticket, will receive free soup and dessert (a pottery 
bowl is not included).  This event is sponsored by 
Grand Valley Catholic Outreach, City Market, and 
many local churches.  All proceeds benefit the Soup 
Kitchen (we have a team from First Pres. who works 
at the soup Kitchen the first Saturday of each 
month).  Tickets will be on sale in the Lobby on Sep-
tember 18, September 25, and October 2. For more 
information contact Debe Colby (970-242-1923).  

Would you like to feel more confident studying the 
Bible on your own? Join us this year studying the 
book of Daniel, using Women of the Word by Jen 
Wilkin as our guide. There will be a daytime group 
(day, time, and location to be determined) and an 
evening group meeting Wednesdays, both groups 
starting in September. Contact Julie Davis 
(julhett.davis@gmail.com) directly or the church  
office (970-242-1923) if interested. 

The annual Alzheimer's Association Walk to End 
Alzheimer's® is the world's largest fundraiser for 
Alzheimer's care, support, and research. This         
inspiring event calls on participants of all ages and 
abilities to join the fight against the disease.  The   
local walk will be held Saturday, September 24 
starting at 9 am at Lincoln Park.  There is no fee 
to register for the walk, but if you would like            
to     create a team and raise funds for Alzheimer’s 
register at www.alz.org/walk.  The funds raised     
allow the Alzheimer’s Association to provide 24/7 
care and support and advance research toward     
methods of prevention, treatment and, ultimately      
a cure.  First Pres has been holding a series of        
educational classes on Alzheimer’s and plans to re-
peat these classes in 2023.  Questions, contact Debe 
Colby (970-242-1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org).   

Save the date for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Fields of Faith! 

The  Annual Mesa County FCA Fields of Faith will 
be held at CMU’s Brownson Arena on Sunday, Octo-
ber 9 at 6 pm.   First Pres supports the local FCA 
chapter through Mission Funds.  There is no need to 
sign-up for the event; just show up.  Further details 
will be in the October newsletter.  

Please join us for the next SAM luncheon on    
Monday, September 12 in Fellowship Hall from 
11:30 am-1 pm.  We will hear from Mathias        
Mulumba, founder of the ministry, Father to the   
Fatherless located in Uganda. Barbecue pork       
sandwiches will be provided, please bring a dish to 
share. Sign up is at the Information Desk. If you 
need a ride to the luncheon, please call Charity    
Finnigsmier at the church office, (970-242-1923). 

GRACE Place will start Sunday, September 11 

during the 11 am service. Kids kindergarten 
through 4th grade will be in the Gathering Place, 5th 
& 6th graders will be in E3, and our preschoolers will 

be meeting in the Nursery this fall! Can’t wait to see 
you all! Questions, please contact Janet Young or 
Tasha Haley! 
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Join us for our next Women’s Ministry events 

and bring a friend! 

September 

Bananas  

Putt-Putt Golf 

Tuesday, September 27 

6-8 pm 

Bring your Young Life discount card if you 
have one 

 
October 

First Presbyterian Church 

 Pumpkin painting & lunch 

Sunday, October 16 

12:30-2:30 pm 

Lunch and supplies provided. Bring your own 
pumpkin. 

 
 November 
 Priscilla Shirer Conference 

First Presbyterian Church 

 Saturday, November 5 

9 am-3 pm 

$20 with lunch included 

Sign up at church or at www.firstpresgj.org 

 

For the first 15 minutes, we will gather at the activity  
site and pray over a certain topic, person, or commu-
nity area. We will then have 2 hours of play time, 
and finish with 15 minutes of small group prayer as 
requested. 

A small shoebox can teach a child about the Love of 
God, lead him or her to faith in Christ, inspire pas-
tors, and plant new churches.  What goes into the 
box is fun, what comes out is eternal.  Be a part of 
changing lives through the power of a simple gift.  
Operation Christmas Child, the annual Samaritan’s 
Purse shoebox packing event, will begin on Sunday, 
October 23.  Shoeboxes will be due back at the 
church on Sunday, November 13.  We will have a 
table in the lobby with shoeboxes, suggested items to 
put in the shoeboxes, contribution envelopes to help 
pay for the cost of shipping, and lists for daily pray-
ers for the event.  If you are not familiar with Opera-
tion Christmas Child, you can go to the Samaritan’s 
Purse website (www.samaritanspurse.org), and read 
about what occurs during this time.  If you have 
questions, contact Debe Colby (970-242-1923 or out-
reach@firstpresgj.org). 

Youth Group will be starting again on Sept 7.  We 
meet from 6:30-8 pm on Wednesday nights.  Our 
first gathering will be in the MPR but then we will 
return to the youth room for the following 
weeks.  This is for all current 7th through 12th       
graders.  We are always looking for adult volunteers 
to come hang out with us on Wednesday nights.  If 
you are interested in volunteering, please contact   
Sarah at sarahqueen@firstpresgj.org. 

High School Small Group- We will be starting a 
small group for high school students on Sunday,   
September 11.  All 9th through 12th graders are      
welcome!  We will meet Sunday evenings at Sarah’s 
house from 7-8 pm.  Please reach out to Sarah 
(sarahqueen@firstpresgj.org) with questions. 

 

First Pres. will be doing a Habitat Build Day on Sat-
urday, October 1 from 8 am to 3 pm.  We can have 
two teams of 12 people (12 in the morning and 12 in 
the afternoon) as the maximum for the project.  You 
must be 18 years or older to participate.  Please wear 
closed toed shoes and bring sunscreen.  Lunch will 
be provided. You can sign up at the Information 
Desk in the Lobby.  Questions, please contact Steve 
Jordan at steve@ridgestonellc.com.  

It’s time for the women’s circles to begin meeting. 
Faith Circle meets on the first Thursday at 9:15 am 
beginning Thursday, Sept.1 in the Fellowship Hall. 
Peace Circle meets on the third Monday beginning 
on Monday, Sept. 19 at 1 pm in The Gathering Place. 
Janie Duffy will lead both groups using the book, 
Women of the Bible by Jean Syswerda. This year’s 
lessons will include some of the women in both Old 
and New Testaments. The lesson for September will 
cover both Deborah and Jael. Each lesson is “stand 
alone”, so any woman interested may join at any 
time and is welcome. For more information about 
Faith Circle contact Sarah Potts (970-243-3696). 
Peace Circle contact is Sharon Gardner  (970-241-
7352).  
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To our church family, please join us to celebrate Bob 
Wilson’s “NEARLY NINETY” Birthday Party 
(12/23/1932). It’s an Open House in Fellowship Hall 
on Saturday, October 8 from 2-4 pm. Please RSVP to 
Nancy Wilson (970-242-5190 or Nancynan-
nan4@gmail.com). 

“Bach to the Bible” is BACK! This Semester we are 
talking about HOW TO HEAR MUSIC …. With spe-
cial focus on the historical development of music 
from ancient times to the baroque period, culminat-
ing in the music of J.S. Bach by December. This 
year’s Christmas Concert will feature the music of 
Bach, and those who have been in this class will have 
a special insight and understanding into the spiritual 
message of the music. Sundays starting Sept. 11 from 
9:45-10:40 am in the Sanctuary. Bring a three-ring 
binder and a pen.  

This isn’t what your high school chemistry class 
looked like! The Family Science Experience is     
coming to First Pres! This is an interactive event that 
allows families to explore more than 150 individual 
hands-on science experiences at their own pace. The 
Family Experience concludes with The Amazing 
Chemistry Show – an hour-long stage show using fast
-paced and engaging science experiments to captivate 
kids and adults while sharing about the love God has 
for them. There are lots of volunteer opportunities for 
youth and adults to help families have a blast while 
learning about the Gospel through science. The 
Amazing Chemistry Show and Family Experience 
will be in our Multi-purpose Room on September 23, 
from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. For more info, contact Janet 
Young (970-242-1923) or sign up to help at the In-
formation Desk. 

There are also opportunities to serve at The School 
Day of Science on September 22. In partnership with 
Josh Denhart (https://kidminscience.com), we will 
provide a day long science experience for Orchard 
Avenue Elementary. Classrooms will be set up as 
learning centers and upper elementary students will 
move from center to center throughout the day. The 
School Day of Science will conclude with The Amaz-
ing Chemistry Show for the entire school. If you 
would like to help with this great opportunity for out-
reach to our adopted school, contact Janet Young 
(970-242-1923) or sign up to help at the Information 
Desk.  

Newer to FPC?  Come learn more about us at our 
CONNECTIONS class. Sign up at the Information 
Desk or call the church office (970-242-1923) if you 
would like to attend. Our classes will be on Sunday,      
November 6, 13 & 20 beginning with lunch at 12:15 
pm in Fellowship Hall. 

For those who made the commitment to practice the 
spiritual disciplines in our “Branching Out To Serve 
Others” Covenant, you are invited to sign up for  
Discernment Conversations in October.  We will 
work together to discover where God is leading us to 
serve more deeply in our local community. You only 
need to sign up for one of the scheduled gatherings: 
Saturday, October 15 from 9-12; Wednesday,        
October 19 from 6:30-8 pm; Saturday, October 29 
from 9-12.  Once signed up, you will be mailed 
preparation material and given more specific infor-
mation.  IF YOU ARE STILL INTERESTED IN 
PARTICIPATING IN THESE CONVERSATIONS, 
THERE WILL BE ONE LAST INFORMATIONAL 
GATHERING LED BY PASTOR TOM ON 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 AT 1 PM.   

Men’s Fraternity begins again Thursday, September 
22, from 9:30-11 am.  We will be going through 
Year #1: The Quest for Authentic Manhood.  This is 
a high commitment group that lasts 24 sessions 
(takes breaks for Thanksgiving and Christmas) and 
ends by the end of March.  Join Pastor Tom and    
other men as we explore where we have come from 
and where God is leading us.  IF THURSDAY AT 
9:30 AM DOESN’T WORK, YOU CAN GRAB A 
SMALL GROUP OF MEN AND MEET AT        
ANOTHER TIME USING THE SAME MATERI-
AL.  WE ALSO HAVE ADDITIONAL MEN’S 
GROUPS: TUESDAY AND THURSDAY MORN-
INGS OR WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS.  Contact 
Pastor Tom for details.     
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