
 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

I am amazed at the multi-faceted dimensions of scripture.  The Bible keeps showing us more of who God is 

and what He longs for in the lives of those who follow and worship the “God of gods and Lord of lords.”      

Our recent sermon series in the Book of Ruth helped me see things I missed so many times before.  One layer 

of the story became so much clearer this time around: the difference it makes when a community welcomes an 

outsider.  Different translations use words like stranger, foreigner, alien, immigrant.  That’s exactly who Ruth 

was.  She knew it and so did everyone else.  But God’s people showed up and took care of her.  They shared.  

They showed respect.  They obeyed God and reflected more of His lovingkindness and heart for justice. 

 

You may have heard that Canyonview Vineyard Church – and now a few other churches – have embarked on 

what is being called the Grand Valley Resettlement Program (GVRP).  As you know, men, women and       

children in Afghanistan fled for their lives and are seeking new homes all around the world.  Through a con-

nection to a Grand Junction follower of Christ and business owner, 7-10 families from Afghanistan are coming 

to our     Valley.  One family has already arrived and others are on the way. 

 

We want to invite those interested in finding out more to an “Overview” of what’s in place and what churches 

and individuals are being invited to consider.  We haven’t talked about this broadly until now because we 

did not want to confuse this invitation with our Informational Gatherings connected to our “Branching 

Out to Serve Others” Initiative.  We want that to be a true discernment process for an (as yet) unknown 

long-term call of God deeper into our community.  The GVRP has invited all churches and disciples of 

Christ to consider helping these families from Afghanistan ‘feel at home.’ 

 

If you are interested in finding out more, please come to one of our “Overview” meetings after each of our 

three services on June 19 and 26.  We will also have a mid-week “Overview” on Wednesday, June 22.  I hope 

you will consider finding out more about this opportunity to serve others in the name of Jesus and more fully 

reflect the heart of God. 

 

Faithfully yours,  

 “For the Lord your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords.  

He is the great God, the mighty and awesome God, who shows no partiality 

and cannot be bribed.  He ensures that orphans and widows receive justice. 

He shows love to the foreigners living among you and gives them food  

and clothing.  So you, too, must show love to foreigners,  

   for you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of  Egypt.”  

(Deuteronomy 10:17-19) 
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We are looking for volunteers interested in helping 
with screens and sound at our 8:30 and 11 am       
services.  If you are interested in finding out more 
about the possibility of helping in this way, please 
contact Angeline Norman (970-242-1923 or         
worshipasst@firstpresgj.org). 

If you are interested in reaching out to our senior 
members—in homes, hospitals, and assisted living 
facilities—please consider joining our Visitation 
Team.  We meet on the first Wednesday of each 
month in The Gathering Place at 10:30 am.  For 
those who like to visit—in person, over the phone, or 
through letters—this may be a great ministry for you.  
If interested, please let the church office (970-242-
1923) know and join us on Wednesday, June 1. 

“MVP” Sports Camp is June 20 
– 24, from 9 am to 12:15 pm,     
at Columbine Park. This camp 
will offer coaching and instruc-
tion in soccer, flag football, and 
cheerleading for children ages 6 - 
12 and basketball and volleyball 

for children ages 8 – 12.  Based on Galatians 5:22-
23, “MVP” Sports Camp offers quality sports     
instruction, as well as Biblical teaching that     
campers can apply to sports and competition.     
Registration fee is $60 for the first child in a family 
and $30 for each additional child. All campers will 
receive a camp T-shirt and daily take-home        
devotions. Volunteer and camper registrations are 
available at the Information Desk or our website at 
www.firstpresgj.org.  

Food Truck Party Vacation  
Bible School is July 18 – 22, 
from 6 – 8 pm, for kids entering 
kindergarten to 6th grade. At 
Food Truck Party VBS, kids will 
enjoy an interactive, energizing, 
Bible-based good time as they 
get on a roll with God. They will 

become Chefs and discover how we can turn to 
God in prayer every day to meet our needs and 
how we can join God in providing for the needs of 
others. Along the way, the Chefs will hear about 
our mission project as their response to a call for 
action! Join us as we get on a roll with God at the 
Food Truck Party! To register, go to 
www.myvbs.org/firstpresgj/. 

Kids in kindergarten through 
4th grade are invited to Wacky 
Wednesdays this summer. 
Wacky Wednesdays are June 8, 
15, 29, and July 6 and 13 from 
1:30 - 4 pm in the Multi-

Purpose Room. This summer, kids will be learning 
from some of God’s smallest creations – bugs! 
Love them or hate them, bugs are a part of God’s 
creation. As small as they are, these little things can 
give us some direction on how to live a life that 
glorifies God. Each Wacky Wednesday will feature 
Bible stories, games, crafts, and a snack. No regis-
tration is required.  

On Sunday June 12, at 9 am and 11 am, in place of 
our regular worship services, the Music at First   
Concert Choir and Ringers will be accompanied by 
full orchestra to present “Our Father… a festival of 
hymns based on the Lord’s Prayer.”  This worship-
ful concert will be comprised of some great hymns of 
the faith for congregation as well as choir, and will 
also feature some anthems and handbell selections as 
a celebration of our faith in music. This will be the 
final Sunday the choir sings before its annual       
summer break.  We hope you will join us!      

The Global Leadership Summit is August 4 & 5 at 
Northeast Christian Church.  With 25+ years of    
experience delivering fresh, practical, hope-filled 
leadership development training within a supportive 
community. It has become more than a two-day   
conference—it is an invitation to get geared up with 
the leadership tools you need to voice your vision for 
a better future. To view the speakers, go to global-
leadership.org/summit.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation. 

http://www.myvbs.org/firstpresgj/


 

 

 Our annual Meat the Freshmen event at CMU will be 
on Thursday, August 25 under the white tent at the 
pavilion.  Joining with the Christian Ministries on the 
CMU campus and several local churches, we will be      
serving steak, potatoes, beans, and dessert to CMU 
students.  We will need a multitude of volunteers, so 
mark your calendars if you are interested in helping.  
Additional details will be available in the July and 
August newsletter.  Contact Debe Colby (242-1923 
or outreach@firstpresgj.org) if you have questions.   

Our Summer Sermon Series (beginning June 19 and 
lasting for 9 weeks) is called “Sacred Rhythms” – 
based on a book with the same title by Ruth Haley 
Barton.  We are encouraging everyone in our congre-
gation to read this throughout the summer and will 
have scripture readings to accompany the chapters 
and sermons.  Please take the time to find the book 
(print or e-book) before we get started on June 
19.  The full title is Sacred Rhythms: Arranging Our 
Lives for Spiritual Transformation..    

Next Women events are: 

June: Cornhole and picnic -Thursday, June 16th from 

6-8 pm at Lincoln Park, we will provide dinner. 

July: Bowling -Tuesday, July 12th from 6-8pm at 

Freeway Bowl 

August: Paddleboarding at Connected lakes (date 

TBD) 

September: Bananas (date TBD) 

The Grand Valley Resettlement Program (GVRP) is 
a program to bring 7 to 10 Afghan families to the 

Grand Valley.  This program is being coordinated   
by Canyon View Vineyard Church and Joint          
Development Associates International (JDA) along 

with multiple churches in the Grand Valley.  These 
families had to flee Afghanistan when the Taliban 
took over.  JDA is a non-profit working in the areas 

of clean water, community health education and    
agriculture in various locations around the world.  
The families coming to Grand Junction have been 

employed by JDA, some for as long as 20 years.  The 
resettlement plan is a very structured plan with many 
different functions such as housing, education,       

employment, legal services, and adopting a family   
as a church.  First Pres has participated in some     
initial presentations about how we might help as a 
congregation.  There will be several meetings to give 

everyone an overview of how the GVRP works.  Join 
us on June 19 and June 26 after each service and 
Wednesday, June 22 at noon.  Anyone who would 

like to learn more about the program and how you 
might help is invited to attend.  Questions, contact 
Debe Colby (970-242-1923) at the church.  

Creative Hands will meet on Friday, June 3 at 9:30 
AM in “The Gathering Place.” We are a group of 
knitters, crocheters and sewists who create items of 
need for The Pregnancy Center, Strive, and The 
House. We work at home at our own pace and gather 
monthly to share what we have made. We appreciate 
donations of yarn, cotton and flannel fabric. Contact 
Shari Keivit (612-237-3491) with any questions. 

Housing is needed for the UW Sports Ministry    
interns who help lead our MVP Sports Camp.  The 
interns will be in town from June 18 to June 24.  We 
are looking for 2 or 3 homes that can provide beds, 
breakfast, and laundry facilities for these college-age 
interns. If you are interested, please contact Janet 
Young (970-242-1923). 

mailto:outreach@firstpresgj.org


 

 

Mark Your Calendars NOW for this Exciting Event 

On September 22 and 23, 2022! 
 

 In September 2022, we will bring the Good News to Orchard Avenue Ele-

mentary and our community by hosting The School Day of Science for all 

the children at Orchard Avenue Elementary and The Family Science Experi-

ence at our church. Our Children’s Ministry team, in partnership with our 

Outreach Team, will be hosting Josh Denhart and The Amazing Chemistry 

Show and The School Day of Science (www.kidminscience.com). We will 

need lots of volunteers to host this fun and impactful event! Josh firmly be-

lieves that “Good works in the community lead to good will which leads to 

opportunities to present the Good News.”  He is a seasoned educator with a BA in Chemistry Education, a MA in 

Effective Instruction, and has earned National Board Certification in Young Adult and Adolescent Science. As a 

former high school chemistry teacher, Josh melded his love for science and Christ, creating The Amazing Chemis-

try Show, a traveling gospel-centered stage show with fire, explosions, and foam. Carrying this “ministry of chem-

istry” even further, Josh created The Family Experience. This is an interactive event that allows families to explore 

more than 150 individual hands-on science experiences at their own pace.  Families freely investigate a cross-

section of activities across multiple scientific disciplines. This “traveling science center” allows enriching, inquiry-

based interactions to evoke wonder within the powerful context of the family.  The School Day of Science 

(September 22) will provide a day long science experience for Orchard Avenue Elementary. Classrooms will be set 

up as learning centers and upper elementary students will move from center to center throughout the day. For the 

younger students, Josh will set up a few of the same activities from The Family Experience for them to visit as a 

class. The School Day of Science will conclude with The Amazing Chemistry Show for the entire school. Since Or-

chard Avenue is a public school, Josh’s message there will be character-based. However, all families at Orchard 

Avenue Elementary, as well as our entire community, will be invited to attend The Family Experience on the even-

ing of September 23 at First Presbyterian Church.  The Family Experience also concludes with The Amazing Chem-

istry Show, but the message will be gospel-centered.  This is a great opportunity for serving our adopted school and 

for outreach to the entire community of Grand Junction. Make plans now to come join the fun! 

http://www.kidminscience.com

