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“Be still, and know that I am God!  I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.” 

(Psalm 46:10) 

 

 
Dear Church Family, 

 
I wanted to thank you for offering me another sabbatical this summer.  The chance to slow down, listen, rest 

and worship is a gracious gift to be celebrated.  I promise to steward it well.  When FPC adopted a pastoral 

sabbatical policy in 2013, I had no idea what God had in store for me and my family.  The summer of 2015 

was “more than I could ask or imagine.”  What God did as I ceased from my work as pastor has shaped me 

personally (and pastorally) in ways too numerous to mention here.  I look forward to more of God’s sovereign 

surprises.    

 

A pastoral sabbatical is not meant to be filled with projects, publications or the pursuit of a degree; as worthy 

as those endeavors are.  The purpose of this sabbatical is to rest from my labor; to “be still” before God; to  

listen more intently to His voice; to celebrate the life He’s granted me; to step away from my vocational     

calling and locate my identity more securely in Christ.    

 
The focus of this sabbatical will be to practice some of my regular spiritual disciplines more deeply while       

exploring new ones along the way.  The gift of time away from my ministry as pastor will also allow me to be 

more present with our growing family; more free to explore God’s creation; more permission to simply “be.”   

 
Before I enter my sabbatical rest, I’d love to share more details with you at one of 5 Sabbatical Updates.   

[See details inside for dates and times.]  We will also take a break from the Gospel of John on May 21 to pre-

pare   together for our summer apart.  I hope you will be at one of our three services – and then come to our 

Sabbatical Sendoff Dessert that afternoon. [See details inside.]   

 

Without an Associate Pastor in place – as we had back in 2015 – I have had the privilege of inviting and or-

ganizing dozens of women and men to carry out a multiplicity of pastoral responsibilities.  The response has 

been phenomenal.  I want to share our plan for pastoral care, preaching and leadership in more detail at our 

Sabbatical Updates.  I will also answer any questions you might have and explain more clearly some of the 

boundaries needed to make this a true sabbatical. 

  

Please look through the entire newsletter and find one of the Sabbatical Updates that works best for you.  

Thank you, again, for being such a wonderful congregation!  I have no doubt that God has wonderful plans   

for all of us in the days and weeks ahead.  If you would like to talk about any of this in person, by phone or 

through email, I will be available through the end of May.  God’s peace and blessings to each of you. 

 

APRIL 2023 



 

 

Our next  SAM Luncheon will be Monday, May 8 
from 11:30 am-1 pm in Fellowship Hall. Pastor Tom 
Hansen will talk about his upcoming Sabbatical. 
This luncheon will be a potluck. Bring a dish to 
share. 

We will also visit the Pauline S. Schneegas Wildlife 
Foundation in Silt, Colorado, on Monday, May 15. 
We will meet at the church around 9 am to carpool 
to the facility for a 10:30 am tour. Afterwards we 
will enjoy a picnic lunch, before heading back to 
Grand Junction. There are accommodations at this 
facility if needed for people using canes, walkers, or 
wheelchairs. Please bring a lunch with you to this 
event.   

Sign ups for both of these events will be available in 
advance and can be found at either Information 
Desk.  For  more  information or if  you  have    
questions,  please  contact  Charity  Finnigsmier 
(970-242-1923 or at sam@firstpresgj.org).  

Mark your calendar for the next Women’s Pray and 
Play on Thursday, June 8 from 6pm-8pm at the Oak 
Shelter at Lincoln Park for a Picnic and Cornhole. 
Food and Cornhole games will be provided. If you 
have questions, please contact the church office at 
(970) 242-1923. Details and a sign-up sheet will be 
available closer to the activity. 

Kids in kindergarten through 4th grade are invited to 

Wacky Wednesdays.  Wacky Wednesdays will be 

June 7, 14, 28, and July 5 and 12 from 1:30 - 4 pm in 

the Multi-Purpose Room. 

This summer, we will be “Happy Campers” as we 
follow Jesus and his twelve disciples as they shared 
life together and went on a great adventure. Today, 
Jesus invites each of us to  join him  on  this great 
adventure of life in Christ. Each Wacky Wednesday 
will feature Bible stories, games, crafts, and a snack. 
No registration is required.  

“Game Plan” Sports Camp is June 19 – 23, from    

9 am to 12:15 pm at Columbine Park (544 28 ¼ 
Road). This camp will offer coaching and instruction 
in soccer, flag football, and cheerleading for children 

ages 6 – 12, as well as basketball and volleyball for 
children ages  8 – 12.  Based on the life of Moses, 
“Game Plan” Sports  Camp  offers  quality  sports 

instruction, as well as Biblical teaching that campers 
can apply to sports and competition. The registration 
fee is $65 for the first child in a family and $35 for 

each additional child. All campers will receive a 
camp T-shirt and daily take-home devotions. Both 
camper and volunteer registrations are available on 

the church website (www.firstpresgj.org) or at either 
Information Desk.   

Hero Hotline Vacation Bible School is July 17 – 
21, from 6 – 8 pm, for kids entering kindergarten to 

6th grade. At Hero Hotline VBS, kids will enjoy an 
interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as 
they learn that people of all ages are called to serve 

God and help others. Our heroes will discover how 
they can do so much more when they team up with 
God and with each other. Along the way, our heroes 

will hear about our mission project as their response 
to a call for action! Come answer the call with us! To 
register, go to https://www.myvbs.org/firstpresgj/ 

This is a gathering of women who discuss God’s 

guidelines for life found in both the Old and New 

Testaments. Our prayers together express praise and 

thanks for God’s faithfulness to us personally and 

within our church family. We meet on Mondays 

from 10-11 am in The Gathering Place. We would 

love to have you join us. Any questions, contact 

Mary  Ohman  (970-254-3055)  or    Joyce Petty  

(970-903-4860). 

mailto:sam@firstpresgj.org
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to the One 

Great Hour of Sharing Offering taken on Palm 

Sunday.  Our offering total was $34,449.  This 
amount is far greater than any amount we have ever 
received.  A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing ena-

bles the church to share God’s love with our neigh-
bors-in-need around the world by providing relief 
to those affected by natural disasters, providing 

food to the hungry, and helping to empower the 
poor and oppressed. Each gift helps to improve the 
lives of people in challenging situations  through  

three  impactful  programs:    Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance;  Presbyterian    Hunger Program; and 
the Self-development of people.  

Kokopelli Bells Spring concert will be Sunday, 
May 7th at 4pm here at First Pres. Come join us for 

a fun trip down memory lane with our favorite 
Americana songs written by American Composers. 
This free concert will get your toe tapping for sure.  

Sabbatical Updates 
Join Pastor Tom at ONE of these 5 gather-
ings.  Hear details about: Pastor Tom's plans; some 
background about FPC's sabbatical policy; our plan 
for pastoral care and leadership while he's away; 
and how we can join him in practicing spiritual   
disciplines.  There will be time for Q & A as well.    

• Monday, May 8 at 11:30 am  
(Senior Adult Ministry Potluck)           

• Wednesday, May 10 at 1:30 pm 

• Saturday, May 13 at 10 am 

• Sunday, May 21 at 3 pm 

• Tuesday, May 23 at 7 pm 

Sabbatical Sunday 
Join us in one of our three worship services on   
Sunday, May 21, as we focus on God's invitation to 
be still and rest, to pray for one another and to   
commit to spiritual disciplines to guide us through-
out the summer. 

Sabbatical Send-Off Dessert Potluck 
Please join us on Sunday, May 21 for an evening of 
fellowship and yummy desserts before Pastor 
Tom’s summer sabbatical departure.  Bring your (or 
Pastor Tom’s) favorite dessert to share and drop by 
the  Fellowship Hall any time between 4-5:30 pm.  

Tom's last Sunday in the pulpit will be Sunday, 
May 28.  His official sabbatical will be from June 4
-September 4.  

In Mesa County foster care is a great need and is 
very much in the forefront of community focus.  Pro-
ject 1.27 is the Christian arm of Mesa County foster 
care.  First Pres has had the opportunity to work with 
Project 1.27, and we have several families who have 
fostered children through their program.  Project 1.27 
is having two upcoming informational meetings to 
share how we can support our foster care community 
in Mesa County.  This is an opportunity to branch 
out and serve others in a very special way.  The 
meetings will be Thursday, May 18 at 6 pm and    
Friday, June 2 at 6 pm.  Both meetings are at First 
Baptist Church on Grand Avenue.  Questions can be 
directed to Lisa McGinnett at 970-462-7061 or 
lmcginnett@project127.org.   

A SONG FOR EVERY SEASON 

Sunday, June 11 at 9 and 11 am 

The Music at First Concert Choir and Ringers closes 

their season with  Sacred songs and classics of many 

styles. 

LET FREEDOM RING 

Sunday, July 2 at 9 and 11 am 

The Music at First Praise Band presents a concert of 

music relating to our freedom in Christ and freedom 

in our nation. 

CELEBRATION  SUNDAY 

Sunday, August 6 at 9 and 11 am 

Come hear about the summer adventures of our  

Children and Youth 

mailto:lmcginnett@project127.org


 

 


