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Mary Magdalene went and announced  

to the disciples,  

“I have seen the Lord!” 

(John 20:18) 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Once again, it’s time to soak in the Good News of Easter: “He Is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!”  Without the 

Empty Tomb the disciples would have gone back to their old life and there would be no promise of new life.  

Without the Resurrection the Church would not exist.  This means that all other good news – no matter how 

good – pales in comparison to what was declared on that first Easter morning.  HOWEVER, we can celebrate all 

lesser good news.  Doing so is good for our souls and brings glory to God when we share and celebrate from our 

hearts.  So, if you haven’t already heard, here’s some pretty great news . . .  
 

We had looked forward to the day (maybe in 2025) when we could make this announcement but could not be 

more pleased to share it with you so soon.  Here’s the unbelievably good news: in less than 10 years of faithful 

generosity to our Capital Campaigns, we have paid off our $2.25M loan. Done!  All debt gone!  Free and clear!   
 

Every generous gift since 2013 matters and is appreciated.  We have been celebrating our congregation’s        

generosity in 4-year Capital Campaign (CC) increments.  Estates that helped us get started in 2012, and arrived 

along the way, have also been gifts from God.  As we started 2022, we could see light at the end of the tunnel    

in this final campaign (to finish in 2025), but only God could have orchestrated the recent arrival of several     

financial gifts.   
 

We want to clarify a bit more.  Recent gifts were anonymous, and all designated to mortgage principal.  The total 

of these gifts, added to our CC funds, helped us surpass the 2023 starting balance of $530,329.  By paying the 20

-year loan off in less than half the time, we saved more than $550,000 in interest!   Additionally, we were able to 

use CC funds to pay down our internal loan – originally $130,000 – to just $30,000.  The internal loan from    

reserves was provided to help finish our sanctuary renovation in 2020.   
 

The only appropriate response is to sing and shout, “Hallelujah!”  All of this has been from God and for God’s 

Glory.  We titled the first two Capital Campaigns “Immeasurably More” (Ephesians 3:19) but nobody “asked for 

or imagined this.”  God knew.  The elders and staff want to thank you for your generous and faithful giving.  

And we want God to get all the praise!   
 

May God fill our hearts with gratitude.  May He use us for the purposes of His Kingdom.  And may He keep us 

“Rooted in Jesus, Growing in His Love and Branching Out to Serve Others.”  
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Please join us for our SAM Luncheon on Monday, 
April 10 from 11:30 am-1 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
Bob Wilson will share the history of birds in the 
Arctic North Pole along with pictures from their trip 
there. We will provide a sandwich station (with a 
gluten free option) for the main dish, please bring a 
dish to share. 

Our next one will be Monday, May 8 from 11:30 am
-1 pm in Fellowship Hall. Pastor Tom Hansen will 
talk about his upcoming Sabbatical. This luncheon 
will be a potluck. Bring a dish to share. 

Sign up for both luncheons will be available a few 
weeks before the luncheon and can be found at      
either Information Desk. If you need a ride to the 
event, please contact Charity Finnigsmier (970- 242-
1923 or sam@firstpresgj.org)  

 

SAM Outings for April will include a couple of 
hikes in the latter part of April. There will be details 
on the hikes included in the bulletin as we get closer 
to the dates.  

 
We will also visit the Pauline S. Schneegas Wildlife 
Foundation in Silt, Colorado on Monday, May 15. 
We will meet at the church around 9 am to carpool 
to the facility for a 10:30 am tour. Afterwards we 
will enjoy a picnic lunch, before heading back to 
Grand Junction. The mission of the PSS Wildlife 
Foundation is “to provide quality, professional care 
to injured and orphaned wildlife in conjunction with 
educational programs on wildlife and the environ-
ment.” Discover more about them at 
www.psswf.org.  There are accommodations at this 
facility if needed for people using canes, walkers, or 
wheelchairs. Please bring a lunch with you to this 
event.  If you have questions, please contact Charity 
Finnigsmier (970-242-1923 or sam@firstpresgj.org).  

Sign up for both of these outings will be available a 
few weeks before the luncheon and can be found at 
either Information Desk. If you have questions, 
please contact Charity Finnigsmier (970-242-1923 
or at sam@firstpresgj.org).  

We are four weeks away from ShareFest weekend, 
April 29 and 30, 2023.  The ShareFest table will be 
in the lobby on Sunday, April 2, April 16, and April 
23.  If you haven’t signed up for a project, please 
consider stopping by the table and seeing how you 
can be a part of ShareFest 2023.  There are opportu-
nities to lead projects, be part of a team, or do a    
special individual project such as some of our        
Orchard Avenue Elementary school projects.  If you 
are skilled with tools, the teachers at Orchard         
Avenue have several build projects that you can do 
in your own shop at home.  If you are willing to get 
outside and do yard work, we have many projects 
that require raking leaves, weeding, and cleaning 
flower beds.  Finally, if you are good at baking, we 
need dozens and dozens of cookies, so bake on!  
There is an opportunity for everyone to step forward 
and show the Love of Christ in tangible ways.  If you 
have questions, contact Debe Colby at 970-242-1923 
or outreach@firstpresgj.org.  

Housing is needed for the UW Sports Ministry     
interns who help lead our sports camp.  The interns 
will be in town from June 17 to June 23.  We        
are looking for 2 homes that can provide beds, 
breakfast, and laundry facilities for these college-
age interns.  If you are interested, please contact 
Janet Young (242-1923). 

“Game Plan” Sports Camp will be June 19 - 23! 
“Game Plan” is based on the life of Moses. The 
key verse is Jeremiah 29:11. The camp will feature   
instruction in soccer, cheerleading, and flag       
football for 6 – 12 year-olds and basketball and 
volleyball for 8 – 12 year-olds.  Four and five-year-
olds can participate in Team 45, learning the basic 
movements of sport.  

Hero Hotline Vacation Bible School will be         
July 17–21 from 6–8 pm. Kids in kindergarten 
through 6th grade will learn that everyone’s gifts 
are valuable and every “hero” has a role to play in 
the kingdom.  
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First Pres will be holding a 2-hour workshop focused 
on how we talk about suicide.  The workshop will be 
Tuesday, April 18 starting at 7:00 PM in Fellowship 
Hall.  The workshop is called Soul Shop.  Soul 
Shop™ for Communities (Community Awareness 
Skills Training) is a community-oriented program 
exploring how we think and talk about suicide.  This 
training includes an introduction to the CALL model 
for keeping a person with thoughts of suicide 
safe.  CALL stands for:  C call of God to take care of 
ourselves (promising to share with our trusted circle 
when we are not doing well with our own mental 
health); A Ask the question; L Listen; L Lead to  
other resources.  A sign-up sheet will be available     
at the Information Desk on April 2, 2023.  This 
workshop is limited to 50 people.  Questions,     
contact Debe Colby (970-242-1923 or out-
reach@firstpresgj.org).  

On Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023, we will take the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  A gift to One 

Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share 
God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the 
world by providing relief to those affected by natural 

disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to 
empower the poor and oppressed. Each gift helps to 
improve the lives of people in challenging situations 

through three impactful programs: Presbyterian    
Disaster Assistance; Presbyterian Hunger Program; 
and the Self-development of people. Envelopes       

are available in the MPR, in the lobby outside the 
Sanctuary, and in the pews in the Sanctuary.  Make 
checks payable to First Presbyterian Church with 

One Great Hour of Sharing on the memo line. 

 

The attached message was given to us by               
International Justice Mission and was presented to 
the Mission Team. They in turn would like to share 
with the congregation: 

Our 2023 Super Bowl was held in State Farm        
Stadium in Glendale, Az.  It can hold 63,400 fans at 
each game.  According to the International Justice 
Mission, the number of children trafficked on any 
day in the world would fill that stadium where the 
Super Bowl was held, 139 times.  That would add up 
to about 12 million children.   

If that does not make an impression on you, it 
should. Please support International Justice Mission, 
whose goal is to protect these children and bring 
them to safety if they have been taken.   

If you have recently retired or are looking to retire in 
the next few years, please join us for the last two   
sessions of What to Expect When You Retire. This 
series includes lunch and a presentation around      
various topics relating to transitioning into retirement 
and/or life right after retirement.  

The next presentation will be Sunday, April 16 from 
12:15-1:30pm in Fellowship Hall. Paula McCormick 
with Elder Quest will present, “Our new life chapter: 
the impact on ourselves and our relationships”     
Considerations for a smooth transition. This presen-
tation will focus mostly on the ways communication 
and self-reflection are key to having a successful 
transition to this new way of living!  

The final presentation will be held Sunday, April 23 
from 12:15-1:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. David     
Carlo, Director of RSVP and John Ahern with the 
SHIP program for Medicare through RSVP, will talk 
about how you use your time as you enter retirement; 
specifically, ways you can use your gifts and talents 
through service, as well as a short introduction to 
Medicare.  

Please visit either Information Desk to sign up.    
Contact Charity Finnigsmier (sam@firstpresgj.org or 
970-242-1923) with questions.  

 

Kids in kindergarten through 4th grade are invited 
to Wacky Wednesdays on June 7, 14, 28, and July 5 
and 12 from 1:30-4 pm in the Multi-purpose Room. 
Each Wacky Wednesday will feature Bible stories, 
games, crafts, and a snack.  
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