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“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.  Use them well to serve  
one another……….. Do you have the gift of helping others?  Do it with all the strength and  

energy that God supplies.  Then everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ.   
All glory and power to him forever and ever!  Amen.”  (1 Peter 4: 10 -11) 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
I, like many of you, often say to myself, it is that time of year again?  It doesn’t matter if it’s the start of a new 
year, Easter, Christmas, or graduation— it seems like we just did that event!  Well, it’s that time of year when 
we are getting ready for ShareFest weekend.  Didn’t we just do that?  
 
There are some people in our church family who have not had the opportunity to participate in ShareFest or may 
not know what it is.  ShareFest is the one weekend of the year (this year April 29 & 30) when we partner with 
many churches in the valley and go out and serve our neighbors, friends, our own congregation, and complete 
strangers.  We join with our church community to wash windows, pull weeds, and start swamp coolers.  We 
make quilts, bake cookies, do projects for the teachers at our adopted school (Orchard Avenue Elementary), and 
provide goodie bags for CMU students.  It is our chance to branch out as a church and serve others.  Perhaps this 
year, as we are discerning what our church branching out will look like, something we see or do or hear during 
ShareFest weekend will help us understand how God wants us to branch out in a broader manner.  
 
As you consider participating in ShareFest, think about your spring to-do list that you will be making for your 
own home.  Wash the windows, rake the leaves, un-cover and start the swamp cooler, dig up the flowerbed to 
ready it for new flowers.  The list goes on and on.  Imagine how it feels if you have that list, but you just can’t  
do all those things no matter how much time you have, and you don’t have anyone who can do those things for 
you.  For many people in the Valley, doing the things on their list is a daunting, if not impossible, task.  Please 
consider taking one day (Saturday, April 29, or Sunday, April 30) out of your very busy lives to reach out and 
help someone else tackle their list.  They will be grateful beyond words and you will be showing the love of 
Christ in a practical way. 
 
2023 marks the 16th year for ShareFest in Grand Junction.  First Pres will have many opportunities to serve our 
community.  As we Branch out to Serve, let us remember that we are Rooted in Jesus and Growing in His Love.       
 
I look forward to serving with you. 
 
Debe Colby 
Director of Outreach & Mission 



 

 

Please join us for an upcoming series on What to 
Expect When You Retire. This three-part series 
will include lunch.  

The first presentation will be Sunday, March 26 from 
12:15-1:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Mike Berry with 
Legacy Wealth Management, LLC will provide a 
brief presentation about finances in retirement and 
leave a large portion of time for Q&A.  

The second presentation will be Sunday, April 16 
from 12:15-1:30 pm Fellowship Hall. Paula McCor-
mick with Elder Quest will present, “Our new life 
chapter: the impact on ourselves and our relation-
ships.” This presentation will focus on the ways 
communication and self-reflection are key to having 
a successful transition to this new way of living. 

The third presentation will be held Sunday, April 23 
from 12:15-1:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. David Car-
lo, Director of RSVP and John Ahern with the SHIP 
program for Medicare through RSVP, will talk about 
how you use your time as you enter retirement; spe-
cifically, ways you can use your gifts and talents 
through service, as well as a short introduction to 
Medicare.  

Please visit either Information Desk to sign up. If 
you have questions, contact Charity Finnigsmier 
(sam@firstpresgj.org or 970-242-1923).  

Join us for our upcoming SAM luncheons on     
Monday, March 13 from 11:30 am – 1 pm in         
Fellowship Hall we will gather for a meal and then 
watch Irish dancing with Kat Boelke and listen to 
Irish tales by Penny Stewart. Corned Beef and     
Cabbage will be provided as the main dish, please 
bring something to share. If you have questions or 
need a ride to the event, please contact Charity         
Finnigsmier (970- 420-1923). 

On Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023, we will take the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  A gift to One 

Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share 
God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the 
world by providing relief to those affected by natural 

disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping 
to empower the poor and oppressed. All around the 
world we see people whose homes have been        

destroyed by hurricanes, floods and wildfires, people 
trapped in systems of injustice and oppression, and 
people who will go to bed tonight hungry or without 

a roof over their heads.  One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS) lets us come together to open our doors — 
as well as our hearts — to share the love of Christ 

through our ministries of justice, compassion, and 
joy.  Each gift helps to improve the lives of people  
in challenging situations through three impactful   
programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance; Presby-

terian Hunger Program; and the Self-development    
of people.  Beginning March 26, envelopes will        
be available in the MPR, in the lobby outside the 

Sanctuary, and in the pews in the Sanctuary.   

Parents’ Night Out is Friday, March 31 from 6 – 
8:30 pm. Bring your preschool (age 4 and up) and 
elementary-age kids to the church at 6 pm.  We’ll 
feed them dinner and then provide games, crafts, 
and fun until 8:30 pm!  Please call the church of-
fice (242-1923) to let us know if your kids will be 
coming so that we can have enough supplies.  

“Game Plan” Sports Camp will be June 19 - 23! 
“Game Plan” is based on the life of Moses. The 
key verse is Jeremiah 29:11. The camp will feature   
instruction in soccer, cheerleading, and flag       
football for 6 – 12 year-olds and basketball and 
volleyball for 8 – 12 year-olds.  Four and five-year-
olds can participate in Team 45, learning the basic 
movements of sport.  

Hero Hotline Vacation Bible School will be     
July 17–21 from 6–8 pm. Kids in kindergarten 
through 6th grade will learn that everyone’s gifts 
are valuable, and every “hero” has a role to play in 
the kingdom.  

Kids in kindergarten through 4th grade are invited 
to Wacky Wednesdays on June 7, 14, 28, and July 
5 and 12 from 1:30-4 pm in the Multi-purpose 
Room. Each Wacky Wednesday will feature Bible 
stories, games, crafts, and a snack.  

Housing is needed for the UW Sports Ministry     
interns who help lead our sports camp.  The interns 
will be in town from June 17 to June 23.  We        
are looking for 2 homes that can provide beds, 
breakfast, and laundry facilities for these college-
age interns.  If you are interested, please contact 
Janet Young (242-1923). 
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