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Discernment presents unique challenges in contemporary Western culture, because it  

requires us to move beyond our reliance on cognition and intellectual hard work to a place of deep 

 listening and response to the Spirit of God within us and among us.  

(Ruth Haley Barton in Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership) 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

I write this on the same day as our Annual Meeting when I will speak a bit on the two big discernment issues in 

2023.  To be clear, there are many decisions – big and little – for which  we need wisdom and guidance.  We  

always need the Holy Spirit to “lead/guide us into all truth.” (John 16:13) But, as we decided as a Session (team 

of elders) in 2017, some decisions are larger than any single team or group of leaders can or should decide 

quickly – or on their own.  If we can’t or won’t do the hard work of slowing down and listening closely – to 

God, the scriptures, each other and ourselves – we’ll end up in destinations God never intended us to be.  We 

still have a long way to go when it comes to the leadership practice of spiritual discernment, but it is becoming 

more and more of a rhythm here at FPC.   
 

Most recently, we have been employing this method in our “Branching Out To Serve Others Initiative.”    

Asking individuals to commit to a covenant was a big ask, but it certainly set us up for some very helpful       

discernment conversations last October.  Our Session looked at pieces of those conversations in November and 

December and is ready to help us take a few next steps.  It’s slow work but we hope to be ready this Spring to 

share what we’ve been hearing about the needs in our community and where God might want us to invest more 

deeply – with our lives and financial resources.  We believe getting feedback from our larger church family will 

also help us in the process. 
 

The newest focus of our discernment process will be around pursuing a Second Pastor.  This will also take         

a great deal of patience and prayerfulness.  The Presbyterian Church has never been accused of acting too    

quickly  Here at FPC, we’ll be even slower.  Between now and June – when I start my summer sabbatical – 

our elders will be clear about various options churches have for pursuing a second pastor.  They will hear the 

insights and experiences of several men and women around the country who have been through these various 

processes.  And they will go into a time of discernment this summer about the best way forward.  The greatest 

thing you can do for your elders in 2023 is pray for them.  Literally!  Pray that God, by His Spirit, would lead us 

forward and give us wisdom and freedom to make a decision on which process we will take into a pastoral 

search – which will also take time and discernment.   
 

I’m grateful that the Holy Spirit has led us into a different way of leading and decision-making.  I’m especially 

grateful that, even more than the decisions themselves, the process is shaping us as disciples who are more 

healthy and ready to actually DO the will of God – in our ministry and relationships.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 



 

 

 

WINTER CAMP!!!  All 7th through 12th graders are 
invited to join us for Winter Camp 2023.  We will be 
returning to Twin Peaks Bible Camp near 
Collbran.  We will leave the church after school on 
Friday, February 24 and return the afternoon of    
Sunday, February 26.  Thanks to the fundraising our 
students have done, the cost per student is just $75 
for the weekend which covers everything!  Full 
scholarships are available.  Please email Sarah at 
(sarahqueen@firstpresgj.org) to add your student to 
the list. 

Wednesday Night Live will resume Wednesday, 
February 8 and continue through March 15. This is 

for ages Kindergarten though 4th grade. We will be 
discussing Finding Jesus under the Sea and talking 
about different underwater animals.  We meet in   

Fellowship Hall from 6:30-8:00pm. If you have 
questions, please contact Tasha Haley 
(tashahaley@firstpresgj.org). 

Parents Night Out is Friday, February 3  from 6-
8:30 pm! Enjoy an evening out while we feed and 
play with your kids! Ages 4 yrs - 4th grade. Sign up 
with Janet Young (janetyoung@firstpresgj.org) or 
Tasha Haley (tashahaley@firstpresgj.org). 

In 2022 the Creative Hands Group of First Presbyter-
ian Church (that has met on 1st Fridays) has donated 
529 items to three organizations in the Grand Val-
ley.  They are Strive, The Pregnancy Center, and 
Grand Villa.  

We wanted to use our skills to share God’s love with 
others. 

We truly appreciate your support in making this hap-
pen.  Thank you. 

Strive:   

Hats 14 

Pillowcases 2 

Booties or 
socks 6 

Wheel Chair & 
Lap Blankets 5 

Hot Pads 12 

Mittens 2 

Ear Warmers 5 

Place Mats 85  

Grand Villa:    

Lap Blanket 1 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

Ladies, please join us for an afternoon of encourage-
ment Sunday, February 26  from 2-4 pm in         
Fellowship Hall! Please bring a dessert to share. 
Come enjoy fellowship and encouraging words from 
Adi Tilford! Sign up for this event at the Information 
Desk or contact Janet Young or Tasha Haley (970-
242-1923) with any questions. 

Would you like to grow in your faith and meet new 
people?  Join us for a new Adult  Study on Sundays  
at 11 am in E2.   We are using the dvd/study Crazy 
Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God by Francis 
Chan. Questions, please contact Charity Finnigsmier 
(970-242-1923 or sam@firstpresgj.org). 
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The 2023 Mission Fair will be Sunday, February 5.  
This is the 18h year for the fair.  The fair will be in 
the Multi-purpose Room.  Coffee and refreshments 
will also be available in the Multi-purpose Room.      
A list of the organizations participating in the fair 
will be available on that morning. The fair will run 
from 8:30-11:30 am. Coffee hour will extend until 
11:30 am.  Please plan on stopping by the fair  before 
or after the 8:30 and 9:30 am services. The fair will 
also be going prior to the 11 am service but not after 
the 11 am service.  Contact Debe Colby (970-242-
1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org) for more            
information.    

Save the date for our 16th annual ShareFest weekend 
on Saturday and Sunday, April 29 & 30, 2023.  
ShareFest weekend is an opportunity for our         
congregation to go out in our community as the body 
of Christ and show God’s love in tangible ways.  
This is our chance to work side by side with the other 
churches in the Grand Valley.  More details will be 
coming in the next newsletters. 

Join us for our upcoming SAM luncheons. Each 
luncheon occurs on the second Monday of the month 
in Fellowship Hall from 11:30 am – 1 pm.  Lunch-
eons include a meal shared together, typically the 
main dish is provided, from 11:30 to noon with a     
program from noon to 1 pm. Programs vary from 
presentations from local non-profits, to music, dance 
and more.  Upcoming dates to mark on your calendar 
are February 13, March 13, April 10, and May 8.  

Please join us for the upcoming SAM luncheon. 
Monday, February 13 from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall we will gather for a meal and 
hear all about the organization Hill Top. Pork Ten-
derloin will be provided as a main dish. Please bring 
something to share.  Monday, March 13 from 11:30 
am – 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall we will gather 
for a meal and then watch Irish dancing with Kat 
Boelke and listen to Irish tales by Penny Stewart. 
Corned Beef and Cabbage will be provided as the 
main dish, please bring something to share. If you 
have questions or need a ride to the event, please 
contact Charity Finnigsmier (970- 420-1923). 

There is still room available at the Mesa County Jail 
Ministry Banquet on Saturday, February 18. The    
banquet will be in the Multi-purpose Room at         
First Pres from 5:30-7:30 pm. This is a dinner and 
fundraiser for the ministry. In addition to dinner, the 
banquet will include testimonies from inmates and 
volunteers, special music, and ministry updates.    
Tickets to the banquet are $30.  If you would like to 
join us at the event, sign up at either Information 
Desk. You can also go to the jail ministry website to 
get tickets (mesacountyjailministry.org). Please      
contact Debe Colby if you have questions (970-242-
1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org).        

Wednesday night Youth Group is back to our normal 
6:30 to 8 pm in the Youth Room.   
Boys Small Group is meeting Sunday mornings at 
10:45 am in the Youth Room with Tom Baker.   
Girls Small Group is meeting Sunday mornings at 
10:45 am in E6 with   Sarah Queen. 
High School Small Group is meeting Sunday eve-
nings at 7 pm at Sarah’s house. 
For questions, please reach out to Sarah 
(sarahqueen@firstpresgj.org). 

Ash Wednesday Services are on Wednesday,      

February 22 at 12:15 pm and 7 pm. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS  

(January —May 2023) 

January 1   

John 1:14 
 

January 8   

John 7:53-8:11 
 

January 15 

John 8:12-59 
 

January 22 

John 9:1-41 
 

January 29 

John 10:1-21 
 

February 5 

John 10:22-42 
 

February 12 

John 11:1-44 
 

February 19 

John 12:1-11 
 

February 22 (Ash Wed) 

John 13:1-38 
 

February 26 

John 14:1-31 
 

March 5 

John 15:1-17 
 

March 12 

John 15:18-16:4a 

Continue with us on Sunday mornings as we 

 are reading through the Gospel of John. 


