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  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

(John 1:5) 

 
Dear Church Family, 

 
Christmas is an act of rebellion!  I know we don’t typically think of God rebelling, in any sense of that word.  I 

know the real rebellion started when we turned away from God’s perfect will.  I know, I know!  But given how 

the world (and we’re really talking about the world’s people, which includes us, in a concrete sense, not in some 

abstract way) has wandered from and shaken its fist at God – setting a new course toward destruction and decay 

– God’s act of sending the Son is nothing short of an attack on evil and sin.  Christmas is – as John says at the 

beginning of his gospel – about “light shining in the darkness.” 

 

As we step into another Advent and Christmas season, we are invited to join God in the Kingdom which came in 

Jesus and is still coming by His Spirit.  We are invited to fight against the tides of commercialism, busyness, and 

all that romanticizes; all that tries to domesticate the Gospel into a Hallmark movie.  We are called to debunk the 

myth that Christmas is about feeling warm and cuddly.  Christmas means we get to shine our light in the dark-

ness! 

 

Of course, we don’t have to be belligerent.  Belligerence is Herod’s way – and, currently, too many who claim 

the name of Jesus.  Grace and Truth are Christ’s way.  So, let’s be gracious: gracious with our time, our words, 

our money and our compassion.  But we also need to tell the truth – to the world and each other.  We need to 

trust that the truth of God’s Word and ways provides light in the darkness; that it’s a lamp to our feet. 

 
Let’s declare the truth this Christmas; and let’s demonstrate it with our lives.  Let’s show and say that the dark-

ness does not win – even though wars and famine and addiction seem a bit victorious at the present.  Let’s live 

without anxiety – confident that the outcome of an election or the state of an economy doesn’t make a dent in 

God’s sovereign will and coming Kingdom.  Let’s live as if “the light [has shined and is shining] in the darkness, 

and the darkness [did not and cannot] overcome it.” 

 
Shelly and I are grateful for the gift this congregation is – to us, our adult children and their spouses, and now 

our granddaughters (yes, that’s plural: baby Fairfield is on the way this March).  Together, with you all, we trust 

in God’s grace and truth to fill us and shine through us in the community and neighborhoods we call home. 

 

May this Advent and Christmas both comfort and disturb you.  May you join God in His great act of rebellion 

and rescue.  And may the light of Jesus Christ shine on you and through you. 

 
Merry Christmas! 

 
Faithfully yours,    

 
 

 



 

 

 

Save the date for our 16th annual ShareFest weekend 
on Saturday and Sunday, April 29 & 30, 2023.  
ShareFest weekend is an opportunity for our congre-
gation to go out in our community as the body of 
Christ and show God’s love in tangible ways.  This is 
our chance to work side by side with the other 
churches in the Grand Valley.  Details on the week-
end will be coming in the next newsletters. 

The COVID-19 pandemic brought difficult times for 
many people.  To help ease the financial stress 
caused by the virus, FEMA is helping pay for 
COVID-19 related funeral expenses up to $9000.  
You may be eligible if you paid for a COVID-19  
funeral on or after January 20, 2020.  To apply call 
the COVID-19 Funeral Assistance Helpline at 844-
684-6333, Monday through Friday 9 am to 9 pm ET.  
You can only apply via telephone; however, for 
more information about this assistance you can visit 
their website at fema.gov/funeral-assistance.  

As we have been doing for several years, we will be 
taking a Christmas Joy offering at the Christmas Eve 
services.  The offering will be for either the Joy     
Offering or to our local mission organizations.  If 
you use the Joy Offering envelope, it will go to the 
PC(USA) Joy Offering.  If you choose to support our 
local mission organizations, make your check out to 
FPC with “local  mission support” on the memo line. 

On Sunday, January 22, starting at 12:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall, First Pres will be holding a workshop called Soul 
Shop.  Soul Shop™ for Communities (Community Aware-
ness Skills Training) is a community-oriented program ex-
ploring how we think and talk about suicide.  This work-
shop is limited to 50 people.  It is designed for adults 18 
and over.  A sign-up sheet will be available at the Infor-
mation Desk on January 1, 2023.  Questions, contact Debe 
Colby at 970-242-1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org.  

Charles Dickens’ infamous story is retold in this  
musical adaptation of A Christmas Carol written by 
our own Worship Leader, Josh James. Follow 
Ebenezer Scrooge as he’s visited by three spirits  
who transform him from an old miser who hates 
Christmas into a kind, loving, and truly generous 
man who ends up embodying the spirit of Christmas. 
You will laugh, you will cry, but most of all you will 
leave filled with the Spirit of Christmas. A Christmas 
Carol will be performed as a free holiday event for 
the community. Although this is a free show, we     
are collecting a goodwill offering to benefit the 
Community Food Bank. Performances are scheduled 
for December 8 and 9 at 7 pm and December 10 at   
2 pm & 7 pm in the Multi-purpose Room. 
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The Salvation Army Giving Tree and the Nursing 
Home Giving Tree are up with gift tags.  For the 
Salvation Army Tree, please choose a child (or two) 
you would enjoy shopping for and record your name 
and phone number next to the appropriate green dot 
number in the book near the trees. Your unwrapped 
gifts should be brought to the church by Sunday,  
December 11.  Please make sure you attach your gift 
tag to the unwrapped gift so that we get that gift       
to the right child.  If you would like to include   
wrapping paper with the gift so that the parents of 
the children receiving the gifts can wrap the gifts, 
please feel free to do so.  If you decide that you 
would like to do a gift certificate for the child you 
have picked, please give it directly to Debe Colby so 
that it doesn’t get lost in the boxes and bags.  

For the Nursing Home Giving Tree, please choose a 
tag and record your name and phone number next to 
the number in the book near the tree. Your wrapped 
gift should be brought to the church by Sunday,   
December 11.  Please attach the tag to the gift. 

The gifts for both trees will be dedicated in church at 
each service on Sunday, December 11.  We will be 
delivering the Salvation Army gifts and the Nursing 
Home gifts on Monday, December 12.  

The 2023 Mission Fair is coming up on February 5, 
2023.  This is the 18h year for the fair.  The fair will 
be in the Multi-purpose Room.  Coffee and refresh-
ments will also be available in the Multi-purpose 
Room.  We have several new organizations joining 
us this year as well as many of the organizations you 
have seen in past years.  Some are mission organiza-
tions that we support with Mission and Outreach 
funding. Others are local organizations that, although 
we don’t financially support them, we have many 
church members who volunteer with these groups.  A 
list of the organizations will be available on Sunday 
morning, February 5.  The fair will run from 8 am to 
11:30 am.   Coffee hour will run until 11:30 am.   If 
you are interested in helping the Mission Team with 
the fair, we would appreciate your help.   Helping 
involves welcoming the different organizations on 
that Sunday morning, visiting with their representa-
tives before and after each service, and helping with 
coffee hour (we provide a large assortment of food).  
Contact Debe Colby for further information (970-
242-1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org).    

First Pres in conjunction with the Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation will be holding a one-hour class called Under-
standing and Responding to Dementia-Related Be-
havior on Wednesday, January 11, 2023 from 1 pm to 
2 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Behavior is a powerful form 
of communication and is one of the primary ways 
people living with dementia communicate their needs 
and feelings as the ability to use language is lost.  
However, some behaviors can present real challenges 
for caregivers to manage.  This class will help us learn 
to decode behavioral messages, identify common trig-
gers, and learn strategies to help manage some of the 
most common behavioral challenges of Alzheimer’s 
disease.  A sign-up will be available in January at the 
Information Desk. 

Our December luncheon will be Monday, December 
12 from 11:30 am-1 pm in Fellowship Hall. This 
month we will listen to a program by Bill Forbes. 
Ham and scalloped potatoes will be provided, please 
bring a dish to share and sign up at the Information 
Desk.  

Our December outing will be viewing the classic 
film, It’s a Wonderful Life on Sunday, December 18 
at 3:30 pm at  Regal  Cinema  (648 Market St.). 
Tickets are $14 each. There is no sign up for this 
event. We will meet at the theater at 3 pm for those 
who want to sit together. 

Contact Charity Finnigsmier (970-242-1923 or 
sam@firstpresgj.org) with questions. 

Kokopelli Bells presents The Bells of Christmas 
handbell concert on Sunday, December 11 at 4 pm 
here at First Pres. Please join us for this free concert 
and hear fun arrangements of some favorite Christ-
mas songs played on handbells. 

Winter Camp-  7th through 12th graders are invited 
to join us for winter camp February 24-26, 
2023.  We will leave Friday after school and be 
home Sunday afternoon.  We will be going back to 
Twin Peaks Bible Camp outside of Collbran.  Please 
let Sarah know as soon as possible if your student 
would like to join us (sarahqueen@firstpresgj.org). 
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