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“O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.” 

(Psalm 136:1) 

 
Dear Church Family, 

 
If there’s something we can and should do repetitively, giving thanks would have to be at the top of the list.  And 

if there’s Someone worthy of our ongoing gratitude it’s the God whose steadfast love endures forever.  Psalm 

136 is a call to endless gratitude for the God who has made His love known in infinite ways.  During this season 

of thanksgiving let’s do our very best to exhibit grateful lives, expressing our thanksgiving in tangible and      

lasting ways – to the God who made and knows us, as well as the many people He’s put in our lives. 

 
To live this way, we must swim against the tide – intentionally cultivating gratitude.  Criticism and complaint 

are in the air we breathe.  Ungrateful hearts are the norm for far too many people, on way too many occasions.  

Is it possible we’ve gotten caught up in the climate of negativity?  How can we encourage one another to live 

more gratefully?    

 
I want to challenge each and everyone of us to choose thanksgiving for the entire month – and beyond.  What 

has God been doing to transform your life?  Thank Him for the many ways He is shaping and molding you into 

the image of Christ.  What joy have you felt in worship, work, recreation and rest?  Thank God for each of those 

moments.  Who has accompanied you in the ups and downs of your journey through life?  Thank God for each 

of those people; and thank them while you’re at it.  How has God met your financial needs – and then some?  

Thank God for His provision and find ways to pass on the blessings to others.  How many sunrises and sunsets 

have you been able to enjoy?  Thank the One who set all the stars in the sky. 

 

Here at First Pres we have endless reasons to give thanks to the Lord.  God’s steadfast love keeps winning out in 

our lives and ministries.  He keeps filling us to overflowing.  God’s love outlasts our struggle, loss and sorrow.  

God’s mercies are new every morning – even if the night before was disappointing. 

 
I’m grateful to be spending another Thanksgiving on the Western Slope, connected to a church family “Rooted 

in Jesus, Growing in His Love, and Branching Out to Serve Others.”  There are so many reasons to give thanks 

to the Lord for you.  Thank you for your participation in our mission and ministry.  Serving alongside each of 

you is a huge joy in my life.  Please know that I remain filled with gratitude for the privilege of walking along-

side you in the journey of following Christ wherever He leads; knowing that His steadfast love endures forever. 

 
Happy Thanksgiving!  

 
Faithfully yours, 

 
  



 

 

As a part of our commitment to having our church 
bring great music to the community, we are happy to 
host a Grand Junction Symphony Chamber Concert 
here at First Pres. It will be Friday, November 18 at 
7:30 pm. The music played includes Bohusiav     
Martinu's Nonet #2, Robert Ward's Raleigh Diverti-
mento, and Louise Farrenc's Nonet in E-flat, op. 38. 
I hope many of us from church will attend and     
support them.  We have been offered discounted 
tickets for our church and choir people. Use the code 
“FIRSTPRES” on their website or call in to get a $10 
discount on your tickets (www.gjso.org or 970-243-
6787).   

This year we are again working with the Salvation 
Army to bring Christmas cheer to children in the 
Grand Valley.  Gift tags will be on the Salvation  
Army Giving Tree on Sunday, November 27.  Please 
choose a tag and record your name and telephone 
number next to the appropriate number in the      
books near the tree.  Should you decide to give a gift 
certificate (i.e. Walmart, Target) rather than          
purchase a gift, please give the certificate with the 
gift tag to Debe Colby.  The UNWRAPPED gifts 
should be returned by Sunday, December 11.  Please 
attach the tag to the gift. 

We will also be doing the nursing home give tree 
with four nursing homes participating.  The gift tags 
will be on the Nursing Home Giving Tree on      
Sunday, November 27.  Please choose a tag and    
record your name and phone number next to the ap-
propriate number in the nursing home books near the 
tree.  WRAPPED gifts should be returned by Sun-
day, December 11.  Please attach the tag to the gift. 
Questions, please contact Debe Colby (970-242-
1923). 

God’s Creation calendar for 2023 is now available at 
the Information Desk. The calendar is a fundraiser 
for our youth activities. They are $10 per calendar 
and we have a limited supply. If you are doing in  
person Sunday worship, you may pick one up on 
Sunday morning. If you are doing online worship, 
contact the church office to reserve a calendar that 
you can pick up during the week. 

The 2023 Mission Fair will be held on Sunday,  
February 5, 2023 from 8:30-11 am.  We have invited 
45 organizations to participate in the fair for 2023.  
This is an opportunity to meet people from the     
various organizations that First Pres supports through 
Mission and Outreach funds.  If you would like to 
help with the fair, contact Debe Colby (970-242-
1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org).   

Newer to FPC?  Come learn more about us at our 
CONNECTIONS class. Sign up at the Information 
Desk or call the church office (970-242-1923) if you 
would like to attend. Our classes will be on Sunday,      
November 6, 13 & 20 beginning with lunch at 12:15 
pm in Fellowship Hall. 

We’re bringing back our Chili Cook-Off and     
Caroling Party! Caroling will begin at 4 pm on 
Sunday, December 4.  We will split into groups and 
then head out to carol at nursing homes and the 
homes of some of our members who can no longer 
attend church.  At 6 pm, the chili cook-off will kick 
off!  So, warm up your voice and fire up your best 
chili recipe and come join the fun!  Fun prizes will 
be awarded in a variety of chili categories.  Sign     
up at the Information Desk.  It’s a great way to      
celebrate and bring joy to others this holiday season! 

Save the date for our 16th annual ShareFest weekend 
which will occur on Saturday and Sunday, April 29 
& 30, 2023.  ShareFest weekend is an opportunity 
for our congregation to go out in our community as 
the body of Christ and show God’s love in tangible 
ways.  This is our chance to work side by side with 
the other churches in the Grand Valley.  Details on 
the weekend will be coming in the next newsletters. 
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Shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse Operation      
Christmas Child are due back at the church Sunday, 
Nov 13.  Please bring them to the church during the 
week or on Sunday morning.  There is still time to go 
online as well and build a shoebox 
(samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/
buildonline).  If you don’t want to go online or shop 
in person, you can help by writing a check to First 
Presbyterian Church with Operation Christmas Child 
on the memo line.  We know that which-ever way 
you decide to contribute to the shoebox event some 
child will benefit. Through Operation Christmas 
Child, Samaritan's Purse has established church     
networks in over 100 countries to empower pastors, 
train teachers, supply Bibles, and prepare the way for 
those who preach the Gospel.  Children often invite 
their parents to attend the churches where they       
received their shoeboxes. Many struggling families 
and broken marriages have been restored as mothers 
and fathers discover how deeply Jesus loves them.  
Samaritan’s Purse developed The Greatest Journey, a 
12-lesson Bible study, especially for children who 
receive shoebox gifts. They teach them how to live 
for Jesus and share their faith, multiplying the      
Gospel among their family and friends. Every gift-
filled shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism and 
discipleship – transforming the lives of children and 
their families around the world through the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  This year, more than any    
other year, Samaritan’s Purse needs our help. 

The Women’s Ministry Team will be hosting Going 
Beyond with Priscilla Shirer on November 5 from 
9 am to 3 pm. Doors will open at 8:30 am. The      
Going Beyond Simulcast brings together women 
from all walks of life across the globe in their 
churches or homes for a day of biblical teaching, 
prayer, and worship. With a master’s degree in     
Biblical Studies from Dallas Theological Seminary, 
Priscilla Shirer brings the depths of Scripture to life. 
She is the author of best-selling Bible studies,       
including Discerning the Voice of God, The Armor 
of God, Gideon, and Jonah. The cost for the day – 
with lunch included – is $20 for each participant. 
You can register on the Event Calendar page of 
www.firstpresgj.org or you can sign up at the Infor-
mation Desk. For more information, email Janet 
Young at janetyoung@firstpresgj.org. 

 

Parents’ Night Out is Friday, November 11 from 6 – 
8:30 pm. Bring your preschool (age 4 and up) and ele-
mentary-age kids to the church at 6 pm for dinner, 
story-telling, crafts, games, and fun!  Please call the 
church office (242-1923) to RSVP so that we have 
enough food and craft supplies for everyone.   

 

We have been blessed to host the Good News Club 
at Orchard Avenue for the last 17 years. This fall, we 
made the difficult decision to take a break for this 
school year. There are a few reasons for taking this 
break. Our attendance numbers have been very low 
for the last two years, and the children who were  
attending were churched kids. We have always felt 
that Good News Club should be an outreach –   
reaching out to kids who don’t know Jesus. It has 
also been difficult to get the word out about the club. 
And finally, serving in Good News Club is a serious 
weekly commitment for volunteers. So, we decided 
to take this year to re-evaluate, recruit and train     
volunteers, and determine the best way to get kids 
involved in our club. We do hope to host Good News 
Club again for the 2023-2024 school year. The     
Children’s Ministry Team would appreciate your 
prayers as we consider how to best continue this 
ministry to the children of Orchard Avenue.  

First Pres will be holding a 2-hour workshop on sui-
cide.  The workshop will be Sunday, January 22 start-
ing a 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Soul Shop™      
for Communities (Community Awareness Skills 
Training) is a community-oriented program exploring 
how we think and talk about suicide.  This training 
includes an introduction to the CALL model for 
keeping a person with thoughts of suicide safe.   
 
C call of God to take care of ourselves (promising to 
share with our trusted circle when we are not doing 
well with our own mental health);  
A ask the question;  
L listen;  
L lead to other resources.   
 
A sign-up sheet will be available at the Information 
Desk on January 1. This workshop is limited to 50 
people. Questions, contact Debe Colby (970-242-
1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org).  
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November Events 

Our next luncheon will be Monday, November 14 from 11:30 am-1pm.  John Ahern and Martha Caruthers, 
who are trained and certified volunteers with the Mesa County Senior Health Insurance Assistance Program, 
will give a presentation titled Medicare 202: Current Changes to Medicare. They will describe the recent 
changes to Medicare and explain how you can benefit from a review of Part D, prescription coverage and 
Medicare Advantage Plans during this year’s Medicare Annual Open Enrollment. Turkey, mashed potatoes, 
and gravy will be provided. Please bring a dish to share.  

Our November outing will be the Stars and Stripes USO Show on Sunday, November 13 at 3 pm at the 
CMU Recital Hall (located in the Moss Performing Arts Center-1221 N. 12th street). We will meet at the    
recital hall at 2:30 pm. The event will feature Sweet Adelines, Grand Mesa A Capella Chorus, and De’Ja Vu 
Quartet. Tickets are $5 for Veterans and $12 for adults 65+. We will purchase a block of tickets for the 
event.  Deadline to sign up is Sunday, October 30.   

December Events 

Our December luncheon will be Monday, December 12 from 11:30 am-1 pm in Fellowship Hall. This month 
we will listen to a program by Bill Forbes. Ham and scalloped potatoes will be provided, please bring a dish 
to share.  

Our December outing will be viewing the classic film, It’s a Wonderful Life on Sunday, December 18 at     
3:30 pm at Regal Cinema (648 Market St.). Tickets are $14 each. There is no sign up for this event. We will 
meet at the theater at 3 pm for those who want to sit together. 

Sign up at the Information Desk for these SAM events. Contact Charity Finnigsmier (970-242-1923 or 
sam@firstpresgj.org) with questions. 

 


