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God’s heart is so big!  Throughout the Old Testament, God commanded His people to make room in their hearts 
and lives for the poor, widow, orphan and immigrant (or sojourners as some translation’s put it).  Jesus didn’t 
need to quote the whole Old Testament when He summed up the mission of His followers: ‘love God with     
everything you have and love your neighbor as yourself.’  He helped define who our neighbors are with one of 
the most well-known stories in all of scripture – the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  I’m so grateful that we 
have a chance to do just that through the Grand Valley Resettlement Program.  Let’s support this team of folks 
on the frontline in any way we can; especially in our praying and giving.  Here’s what Co-Team Leaders (Karen 
Jensen and Belinda Russell) want us to know: 

 
Afghan Family Resettlement Program 
  
First Presbyterian Church has joined 16 other churches in the valley who have committed to sponsor a family 
who has been rescued and evacuated from Afghanistan through efforts initiated by Joint Development Associ-
ates International and the Grand Valley Resettlement Plan (GVRP). The mission of the plan is to develop long 
term relationships with Afghan families by demonstrating love, care, compassion, and concern for their lives and 
needs.    
  
Through the GVRP with specific support and family sponsor teams, the families will receive help with housing, 
employment, accessing K-12 education, language training, transportation, medical needs, and cultural training 
needed to attain self-sufficiency.  
  
The GVRP is under the umbrella of a government approved Resettlement Program in Denver with already      
established guidelines and regulations that must be followed to ensure successful and safe integration of the   
families.  Many of the details of the family we will sponsor will remain confidential to protect their safety as 
they transition. 
  
Sixteen committed individuals have stepped up to form a team here at First Presbyterian Church and we are 
grateful our church family can be a part of this opportunity.  Please be in prayer for the families who have      
already arrived and those who are yet to arrive as they resettle in a different culture and society.  
  
If you have any questions or would like more information, please don’t hesitate to contact any of the team      
members.  
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Just a reminder that the 25th annual “in person” 
Empty Bowls fund-raiser for the Soup Kitchen at 
Catholic Outreach will be held on Saturday, October 
8 from 11 am to 1:30 pm at the Soup Kitchen located 
at 245 South 1st.  Tickets are $25.00 per person.  A 
ticket buys a beautiful handmade pottery bowl 
(bowls are made and donated by over 60 potters in 
the Grand Valley), gourmet soup made by one of   
forty culinary restaurants in the Valley, and dessert 
(including Enstrom’s toffee and homemade cookies).  
Children under twelve, when accompanied by a    
parent with a ticket, will receive free soup and       
dessert (a pottery bowl is not included).  Tickets are 
available in the lobby on October 2. For more        
information contact Debe Colby (970-242-1923).     

The  Annual Mesa County FCA Fields of Faith will 
be held at CMU’s Brownson Arena in the Maverick 

Center on Sunday, October 9 at 6 PM.   First Pres 
supports the local FCA chapter through Mission 
Funds.  There is no need to sign-up for the event, just 

show up.  Students and their families from the Grand 
Valley will be joining thousands of other youth and 
community members on athletic fields across the na-

tion this October to share their Christian faith with 
fellow students and community members.  Fields of 
Faith is designed to challenge this generation to be 

committed to reading the Bible and living a trans-
formed life for Jesus Christ, not a life of depression 
or anxiety.  The hope is for our community to live 

whole and healthy lives full of love, life and hope for 
the future.   

We will be doing the Salvation Army Giving Tree 
and the Nursing Home Giving Tree in November 
and December.  The tags for both will be on the trees 
on Sunday, November 27.  Instructions and which 
nursing homes we will be supporting will be in the 
November newsletter. 

We will be selling the God’s Creation calendar for 
2023.  The calendar is a fundraiser for our youth   
activities.  Calendars will be available at the           
information desk at the end of October.  They are $10 
per calendar, and we have a limited supply.  If you 
are doing in person Sunday worship, you may pick 
one up on Sunday morning.  If you are doing online    
worship, contact the church office to reserve a calen-
dar that you can pick up during the week. 

The 2023 Mission Fair will be held on Sunday,     
February 5, 2023 from 8:30—11 am. This year we 
again will be hosting the fair in the Multi-purpose 
Room.  We anticipate having about 45 local, national 
and international non-profits at the fair. More infor-
mation will be provided in the coming newsletters. 

For those who made the commitment to practice the 
spiritual disciplines in our “Branching Out To Serve 
Others” Covenant, you are invited to sign up for  
Discernment Conversations in October.  We will 
work together to discover where God is leading us to 
serve more deeply in our local community. You only 
need to sign up for one of the scheduled gatherings: 
Saturday, October 15 from 9-12; Wednesday,        
October 19 from 6:30-8 pm; Saturday, October 29 
from 9-12.  Once signed up, you will be mailed 
preparation material and given more specific         
information.   

The Session (Elders) has called a Congregational 
Meeting for the purpose of electing new elders       
and deacons for 2023-2025.  It will take place        
immediately after the 11 am service on Sunday,     
October 30.  There will be a handout with pictures 
and introductions for the 7 newly proposed elders 
and deacons as well as a list of 4 other returning 
(second term) elders and deacons.   

Parents Night Out is Friday, October 7 from 6-8:30 
pm here at the church! Bring your kiddos ages 4 
years-4th grade! Please sing up by emailing Janet 
(janetyoung@firstpresgj.org) or call the church      
office (970-242-1923)! 

mailto:janetyoung@firstpresgj.org


 

 

Join us for our next Women’s Ministry events 

and bring a friend! 

October 

First Presbyterian Church 

 Pumpkin painting & lunch 

Sunday, October 16 

12:30-2:30 pm 

Lunch and supplies provided. Bring your own 
pumpkin. 

 
 November 
 Priscilla Shirer Conference 

First Presbyterian Church 

 Saturday, November 5 

9 am-3 pm 

$20 with lunch included 

Sign up at church or at www.firstpresgj.org 

 

For the first 15 minutes, we will gather at the activity  
site and pray over a certain topic, person, or commu-
nity area. We will then have 2 hours of play time, 
and finish with 15 minutes of small group prayer as 
requested. 

 

Sign up at the Information Desk or call the church 
office (970-242-1923).  

Only 85 shopping days until Christmas… It’s time 

to kick-off our annual Samaritan’s Purse Operation 

Christmas Child.  This program is an opportunity 

for us to provide children around the world with their 

own special shoebox of gifts plus their own piece of 

the good news from the Bible.  Kickoff is Sunday, 

October 23.  There are three ways to do a shoebox: 

1) Go online to https://

www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-

christmas-child/buildonline and for $25 you 

can build your shoebox online choosing the 

items you want in the box, have it packed by 

Samaritan’s Purse volunteers, and have it 

shipped by them as well. 

2) Pick up a shoebox, instructions, and gift ide-

as at church starting Sunday, October 23 and 

then return your filled shoebox by Sunday, 

November 13. 

 3) Come by the church Monday through    

Thursday 10 am – 4 pm, or Friday 10 am–    

2 pm, and pick up a box, instructions, and 

gift ideas at the table in the lobby.  Return 

the filled shoebox to the church by Sunday, 

November 13. 

Shoeboxes need to be back at the church no later 
than Sunday, November 13.  If you have questions, 
contact Debe Colby (outreach@firstpresgj.org or 970
-242-1923). 

SOULFOOD: Nourishment for Our Walk With 
God—How are we growing in Christ?  How do we 
feed our bodies and souls to serve in Christ’s 
name?  Instead of facing burnout, how do we make 
all we do more sustainable as individuals and as a 
church family? What habits and rhythms keep us 
healthy?Join others from the four northern churches 
in our Presbytery for an event that will inspire, plant 
seeds, and nourish.  SOULFOOD will take place on 
Sunday, October 30 from 4-7 pm at FPC in Grand 
Junction. A free, catered meal will also be 
served.  Please sign up at the Information Desk or 
call the church office (970-242-1923) by Monday, 
October 24.      

Newer to FPC?  Come learn more about us at our 
CONNECTIONS class. Sign up at the Information 
Desk or call the church office (970-242-1923) if you 
would like to attend. Our classes will be on Sunday,      
November 6, 13 & 20 beginning with lunch at 12:15 
pm in Fellowship Hall. 

To our church family, please join us to celebrate Bob 
Wilson’s “NEARLY NINETY” Birthday Party 
(12/23/1932). It’s an Open House in Fellowship Hall 
on Saturday, October 8 from 2-4 pm. Please RSVP to 
Nancy Wilson (970-242-5190 or Nancynan-
nan4@gmail.com). 

mailto:outreach@firstpresgj.org
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Our FPC Afghan Family is arriving sooner than expected!  It is now our opportunity as a church    

family to show hospitality and welcome them with a furnished and well stocked home. You may    
contribute by: Writing a check to FPC and putting AFGHAN FAMILY in the subject line OR going 

online to the FPC website, firstpresgj.org and choosing Give, open add special instruction to the seller 

(memo line) and enter AFGHAN FAMILY. Our Family Sponsor Team will shop for everything       

and set up their new home before they arrive.  We appreciate your generosity in advance and           
understanding this urgent need as they could arrive by the first week in October! Please direct any 

questions to Karen Jensen (970-201-5875) or Belinda Russell (970-261-0590). 

Furniture Needs for Our Afghan Family 

 

These are the specific furniture needs for our Afghan family.  We ask that all donations are gently used and in 

good condition. 

3 Living Room Side tables (roughly 24” by 24”) 

1 Sofa 

3 table lamps for the living room 

1 small narrow table to set the TV on OR a small entertainment center (16” to 18” deep) 

1 approximately 10’ by 12’ area rug 

4 smaller dressers OR 2 large dressers 

4 small bedroom lamps 

Please contact Dennis Hill at:  dphill1955@gmail.com or 970-260-8614 (phone or text).  

Thank you, FPC for your attention and prompt response! 

  


